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Part IV. Outer Leaves of the Sheridan Tree —
Bridget Sheridan Casey’s Brothers and Sisters






Introduction

“In 1845, about 20 million people inhabited the United States. During the next decade,
nearly 3 million immigrants arrived, mainly from Ireland and Germany. Thislargely
Catholic influx descended on a country that was mostly native-born Protestant, anti-
Catholic in sympathy. The Know Nothings fought to delay citizenship for the new
immigrants and bar them from voting. In the early 1850s, they won electionsin severa
cities, swept to statewide victory in Massachusetts, and gained surprising ground in New
York. Newspapers and preachers assaulted “ popery”; there were bloody anti-Catholic
riotsin several Northern cities.”*

Thisisthe story of my great-great grandmother Bridget Sheridan Casey’s family, her
brothers and sisters and nieces and nephews. Six of her brothers and sisters were
identified. Her mother, a Masterson, most likely died in Boone County, Virginia, now
West Virginia, between 1850 and 1853. Her father’s name has not been discovered, but if
Irish naming conventions are any indication, his name was probably James or Bryan. He
was said to have many brothers, and there are several Sheridans to be found in the Irish
Midlands. He may have been Patrick Sheridan of the townland of Aughnashannagh in
Clonbroney.?

Irish records that might have identified her parents are either non-existent, or were begun
too late to include members of that generation, or perhaps they just haven’t been found.
Her parents fall into what isreferred to as 'the silent century’, the time between 1700 and
1800, when records were virtually non-existent. After the 1641 Irish Rebellion, the
Cromwellian confiscations of land were followed by massive transfers of property from
the Roman Catholic, Anglo-Norman, and Gaelic owners to the Protestant Anglo-Irish.

All of Bridget's brothers and sisters, or their surviving families, emigrated from Ireland.
For those siblings who came to America, records generally proved illusive or incomplete
regarding parents’ names because laws requiring vital records in most states were only
beginning to be written. The happy exception to this was M assachusetts where records
were quite good. Many of Bridget's nieces and nephews could be traced. Newspapers
provided another source of information, as many of them were newsworthy, especialy in
Australia and the American frontier. Perhaps, in time, this research will help othersto
find more about the family.

! Team of Rivals, by Doris Kearns Goodwin, Smon and Schuster Paperbacks, 2005,
page 180, ref: political upheaval complicated by the Know Nothing party, formed in
reaction to immigration in 1840s and 1850s.

2 Patrick is the only Sheridan to be found in the Tithe Applotment 1823-1837 in
Clonbroney. Bridget had sons named Patrick, and James and this would be within the
Irish naming conventions.




In the late 1800s, one of Bridget Casey’s nieces, Bridget Reilly Brady, wrote a number of
letters to her. These |etters provided the names of many family members, which enabled
the identification of more of them in public records. Had | known Bridget Brady, | would
have loved her, and would have spent all thetime | could with her at her housein
Brooklyn, listening to her, laughing with her, learning from her, and visiting with the
cousins.

Bridget Brady ran a
boarding house for most of
her married life at 885
Pacific Avenuein
Brooklyn, New York. The
house still stands today.
She was the heart and soul
of the Sheridan clanin
New York City, hosting
gatherings of her many
cousinsinthearea. Her
most enduring quality, that
shewas a prolific letter
writer, has allowed her
extended family to live on
beyond their time on earth.
By keeping her niece's
letters, Bridget Casey
ensured her family would
live again in the hearts and

the memories of their | s, (|1 L *—| bt T
1 !l
T

Sheridan relatives through
stories reconstructed from
hints provided in the
letters. Though Bridget
Brady had no children of :
her own, she provided the
means to find the family in  Illustration 1: Bridget Reilly Brady's House in
Americaand Australia. Brooklyn. © 2011
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The letters identify the

brothers and sisters of Bridget Sheridan Casey but speak mainly of their children because
by the time of the |etters, the brothers and sisters were, in al likelihood, dead. In an 1896
letter, Bridget Brady mentioned that Bridget Sheridan and John Casey were her only
surviving aunt and uncle.?

® Letter from Bridget Brady to Bridget Casey, December 4, 1896.
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There were |etters exchanged with other niecesin New York. Catherine Mullen Davy
and Annie Mullen Sheil wrote to Bridget Casey as one |etter survives and others are
mentioned. If Bridget Casey’s lettersto any of her New York nieces could be located,
they would open adoor to the family that otherwise may be forever closed.

The Sheridans had an existing family connection to the Caseys prior to the marriage of
John Casey and Bridget Sheridan. This connection revolved around the famous English
court case of the late 1800s, involving what was called at the time, the Blake fortune.
Two branches of the Sheridansin New York were involved in the case, as was our
Bridget in West Virginia. If the English archivesin London contain al of the ancillary
claim letters, this famous probate case might yet yield more information on Bridget
Sheridan Casey’sfamily in Ireland. One of the Brooklyn Sheridan/Casey connectionsis
covered in some detail in Through Irish Eyes, Part 111. Putting a Finger on History — the

Caseys.

Because of the Irish tendency to name all family members after other family members, to
eliminate confusion in this story, Bridget Sheridan Casey is generally referred to as Biddy
Casey, the name her loving family used for her.



Pedigree

The Sheridan family is as Irish asthey come. Originating in County Longford, the name
was first recorded there in the 8" century AD, in Granard. Sheridan hasitsoriginsin

O’ Sirideain, meaning descendants of Sirideain, or ‘shearers of the hay crop’. The
ancestral home of the clan is Granard parish and it appears that the small and friendly
Granard Town and its environs are the origin of all the Sheridans who spread in their own
Diaspora across the world.

Our story must begin with Bridget ‘Biddy’ Sheridan, who was born in Ireland on June 11,
1815, almost certainly in the Civil Parish of Clonbroney, Poor Law Union of Granard,
County Longford. If shewasn’t born in Clonbroney, she lived a great deal of her life
there, perhaps in the years immediately following her marriage.*

Situated about two miles outside Granard Town, Clonbroney, or Broney’s Meadow, is
both a civil parish and a Roman Catholic parish. Old Clonbroney is said to be the first
convent and churchyard established in Ireland by St. Patrick in 728 AD.®> Approximately
8 miles northeast of Longford Town, it consists of roughly 13,200 acres of gently rolling
farm land that today is quickly being developed. Clonbroney is bordered by the Roman
Catholic parishes of Killoe, Drumlish, Edgeworthstown, Granard, and Colmcille, some of
which are firmly tied to the family by existing records.

The Catholic chapel at Clonbroney did not have a parish house in the early years so
parish records for Biddy’s time, that might prove her presence, are nonexistent. Some
church records do exist for parishes in the immediate area, and they contain information
on the baptisms of some of her nieces and nephews. Her brother Thomas Sheridan most
likely married Ann Reilly in November 1831 in Granard Town.® Biddy’s sister
Catherine’s children were baptized at Edgeworthstown, as was at |east one of her brother
Bryan's children. Five of her sister Mary’s children were baptized in Ardagh-Moydow
parish, a stone'sthrow away. Her brother Bryan died in Edgeworthstown parish in 1841
and his burial was recorded there, as was the remarriage of hiswidow.

* Letter from Bridget Reilly to Bridget Casey, August 1886.

> Look left off R194 on the way to Ballinalee from Granard for the road leading to S.
James Church.

® Granard Parish Marriages, Thomam Sheridan and Annam Reilly, November 27, 1831.
Witnesses were James Gafney and Margaret Reilly. Family History Center, film
1,279,228.
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Without official records to prove birth, marriage, or death, it is nearly impossible to
accurately determine the birth order of the seven identified siblings. Bryan was certainly
the oldest, born about 1791. James, born about 1793, would be next. John and Mary
appear to have been older than Catherine and Thomas. Biddy was certainly the youngest.
Twenty-four years elapsed between the birth of Bryan and the birth of Biddy. In Irish
families of the time, a child was born roughly every two years, so there were probably
other children in the family who did not survive childhood. At the time of her deathin
1900, Biddy Casey was the last surviving sibling of her immediate Sheridan family.’

While the given names of Biddy’s parents have not been found in any official record,
including Biddy’s death record in Boone County, her mother was a Masterson whose
given name was probably Catherine, and her father either Bryan or James Sheridan.
While thisis pure speculation with the exception of the Masterson maiden name, it is
based on the Irish naming conventions widely followed at the time and loosely followed
by Biddy herself when she had her own family.? These names also appear in virtually all
branches of the family who had a sufficient number of children to follow the convention.
An exception to this was the Australian branch of the family.

Biddy may have been the daughter of Bryan, or Bernard, Sheridan of Kalsallagh who
diedin 1846. This could explain why her mother might have been in Boone County by
1850. Kalsalaghisjust south of Cam, atownland mentioned in the family letters. Cam,
just shy of 408 acres, isin the Mostrim (Edgeworthstown) civil parish.

She may have been the daughter of Patrick Sheridan of Aghnashannagh, Clonbroney
parish. Patrick, in 1825, was the only Sheridan in Clonbroney parish in the Tithe
Applotment book, 1823 to 1837. There were no Sheridansin Clonbroney in the later
Griffiths Valuation.

Biddy’s father had many brothers, a fact mentioned in one of the letters, but her uncles
were not identified by name. On two occasionsin America, Biddy was asked to chart her
father’s family including maiden names of all her aunts.’ She was related on the maternal
side, asfirst cousins through the Mastersons, to the Geretys, Mastersons, and Brackens of
County Longford and America.

Family stories have maintained that Biddy was a first cousin to General Phillip Henry
Sheridan of Civil War fame. Although this was never mentioned in any of the surviving
family letters, the story came down independently through two branches of the family,

" Aletter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Bridget Sheridan Casey, Dec. 4, 1896, mentions
that all her aunts and uncles are dead, save for Bridget and John Casey.

8 A case can be made that her mother, Catherine, was living with Bridget's brother
James, next door to Bridget in Boone County in 1850.

® Thefirst occasion was the Blake/Sheridan probate case in 1886 and the second, the
Kevin Sheridan probate case in San Francisco.
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surviving in both branches among people not aware of each other’s existence for over
100 years.”® The story also survived in aLamb branch of the family.™

Surprisingly little information regarding General Sheridan’s ancestry is available even
today, possibly because he came very close to being put forth as a candidate for President
in 1880. Nothing was found to support Biddy and the general having been first cousins.
There was a generational difference between them, with Biddy being older, so there
would have been alevel of removal involved if they were cousins.

[llustration 3: Granard, County Longford, looking toward &. Mary’'s Church on the hill.
© 2008

19 Biddy Casey’s descendants and Bryan Sheridan’s descendantsin Australia.
" Mary Alice Lamb Speyer’s descendantsin California.
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The Irish Records

While no specific Clonbroney records were |ocated for the family, entries for Biddy’s
nieces and nephews are in parish records for Edgeworthstown and Ardagh-Moydow in
the 1830s and 1840s. As mentioned, one brother married in Granard. One of the letters
from Bridget Brady mentions that her husband Pat Brady’s sisters used to see Biddy at
the ball aley in Clonbroney.® Thiswould have been aball alley used for the old Irish
gport of hurling. So she definitely lived in County Longford and Clonbroney parish at
some point.

A very common surname, especially in the counties around Granard, there were 858
entries for Sheridans in the Tithe Applotment Books, compiled between 1823 and 1837.
A family letter® referenced “Camer and Kilty” as areas where the family lived. Thereis
no townland called Camer in Longford today, but there are three probabilities for the
actual townland of old, Cam in Mostrim and Camagh, in Abbeylara and Killoe.

The Tithe Applotment Books contain pre-Ordinance Survey townland names that may no
longer exist and this could be the case with Kilty and Camer. Accounting for differences
in spelling, the Tithe Applotment Book for 1833 does have a townland Camma, and this
was probably the areareferred to in the letter. A townland in Abbeylara parish in the
Barony of Granard, Camma had five Sheridan land holdersin 1833: James, William,
Philip, Constantine, and Thomas. Any one of them, or none of them, could have been
Biddy’s father.
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[llustration 4: Tithe Applotment Book, Camma, County Longford, Ireland, 1833.

e S

12 Partial letter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Bridget Sheridan Casey, August 1886.
13 etter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Bridget Sheridan Casey, dated May 20, 1886.
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There was atownland of Cam in Mostrim (Edgeworthstown) but no Sheridans there in
the Tithe Applotment Books in 1825. There was civil parish of Cam in Roscommon, but
no Sheridans in the Tithe Applotment Books there.

Kilty might possibly refer to the townland of Kilteelogh, or Kiltyclogh, Coillte Cloch,
meaning stony woods, in Clonbroney but no Sheridans were listed there either.

In the townland of Cornakill, in the parish of Killinkere, in County Cavan there were
severa Sheridansin the Tithe Applotment book in 1833: the widow Catherine Sheridan,
the widow Margaret Sheridan, aswell astwo listings for Patrick Sheridan and two for
John Sheridan, along with Francis, Michael, Peter, James, and Matthew Sheridan. The
parish of Killinkereis reputed to be where General Philip Henry Sheridan’s family
originated.

One of Biddy’sfirst cousins, Catherine Sheridan Kiernan, referred to in afamily letter as
the Widow Kiernan, came to America about 1850 but by 1886 had returned to Ireland and
was living in Edgeworthstown.** Due to the common occurrence of that name, and the
fact that Irish death records of the time did not record parents’ names of adult deceased,
nothing further is known about the widow Kiernan.

By 1851 Edgeworthstown, on the outskirts of Clonbroney, had a population of about
800."> One of Biddy's sisters, Catherine Sheridan Mullen, lived there after her marriage,
aswell as one brother, Bryan.

Wherever Biddy grew up, she was part of alarge and loving family, a family that
participated in each others lives, stood baptism for their nieces and nephews, attended
weddings and celebrations, and clearly enjoyed each others company, much as their
descendants do today.

Even though not much is known about Biddy’s brothers and sisters themselves, their
stories can be loosely pieced together based on the stories of their children. These outer
leaves of the family tree may be the best and only way we can come to know some of the
brothers and sisters.

4 etter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Bridget Sheridan Casey, dated May 20, 1886.
> For those of the family on the grand Irish trip in 2008, Edgeworthstown is where this
author had a flat tire.
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Immigration

A trickle of Sheridans left Ireland entering America mostly through the port of

Philadel phia prior to the Great Hunger. Wave after wave followed, mostly through New
York. They spread out literally ‘from seato shining sea’, from Boston to San Francisco
and in between. By the mid-1800s, our Sheridans had settled in New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, Virginia, lowa, Nebraska, Missouri, California, and half way around the
world in Austraia.

The Sheridans were educated for the most part, and were fearlessin their undertakings as
first generation immigrants. They became miners, city managers, lawmen, soldiers,
lawyers, judges, prosecutors, firemen, express agents, land owners, farmers, and business
managers. They became reasonably successful in their adopted lands, no small feat
considering the attitudes toward the Irish at the time. Some died far too soon. They
possessed one characteristic of strong family ties —they kept in touch across vast
distances.

Most of Biddy’s relatives came through the Port of New York as did Biddy herself. By
and large, the bulk of her nieces and nephews settled in New York City and spent the rest
of their livesin Manhattan and Brooklyn, which was, at the time, a newly built, up and
coming area, of New York City.

After the Civil War, New York City became the fastest growing metropolisin the
country. There were no street lights, traffic jams were everywhere, and horses
generated ten pounds of manure per horse per day. On March 12, 1888 a blizzard
struck New York and shutdown the city. Frostbite checkpoints were set up. It was
the most crowded place in the world. In 1894 a plan was approved for a subway,
something that Boston had aready accomplished. Lower Manhattan was teeming
with immigrants and the subway would help relieve this crowding while allowing the
people to continue to work in Manhattan.

— PBS American Experience, New York Underground

Both the Sheridans and the Caseys immigrated in waves and kinship groups, and
continued to do so for years after Biddy and her family were settled in Virginia. Two of
Biddy’s brothers made their way to Virginia, before she and her family arrived. One of
the brothers was in Roanoke County, Virginia, as early as 1846, preceding Biddy to the
area by at least four years.

Biddy was aware of, and in contact with, many of her relatives during her fifty yearsin
America. Most of the family had been educated in Ireland and could read and write, with

12



avery lrish style of writing.® This skill made their lives easier for the time in which they
lived and allowed them a sense of the possibilities of life beyond subsistence. Their
world expanded because they could read. They learned about other people, about
situations and opportunities, and they could imagine different lives for themselves and
could avail themselves of the opportunities around them. When Biddy herself was a child
in 1826, there were nine schoolsin Clonbroney parish alone. According to the
enrollment statistics in the Longford Town library, Protestants and Roman Catholics,
boys and girls, were educated together at the time.

While most of the nieces and nephews lived in the New York City area, afew lived for a
time in Massachusetts. One was a pioneer in lowa, another an even earlier pioneer in the
Nebraska Territory, and another went as far as San Francisco where he set up an express
business. At least two nephews and a sister-in-law immigrated to Australia between 1849
and 1851. Biddy herself emigrated to Americain May 1850.

16 Comment of Father Francis Kelly of Granard, Ireland. 2008.
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In (West) Virginia

For information on living conditions in Virginia before and during the American Civil
War and afterwards in the newly formed state of West Virginia, see Through Irish Eyes,
Part 111. Putting a Finger on History — the Caseys.

Background

James and John Sheridan have been intriguing figures since my mother took me to see
their graves on a hillside in Boone County, West Virginia, in the early 1990s. Since the
brothers appeared to be buried together and shared the same tombstone and year of death
(1859), it seemed logical to assume that they had died together in some horrific accident.
| certainly imagined that they were Biddy’s younger brothers who had come to live with
their sister. Finding out about them was something to look forward to with relish. What |
found, however, surprised me greatly.

The first surprise was to find that John was married with awife and son in 1850 and that
James shared his home with Catherine Sheridan, who was much older than he was, old
enough in fact, to be his mother. Never having heard of John’s wife and child, let alone
the possible mother, and knowing of no marked grave on the hillside for them, only
deepened the mystery. Perhaps the brothers had died in some plague of sicknessto sweep
through Boone County in the 1850s.

The next surprise was to find that James had not died of the plague or in an accident at
all. Hehad died of natural causes, specifically, of dropsy, a chronic condition now often
attributed to congestive heart failure. All of this made much more intriguing whatever
story there was to be discovered about the two brothers. Yet nothing could be found
about John or his family in official Boone County records of the time, or about the
elusive Catherine, other than the 1850 federal census records. Adding to the mystery,
both brothers were much older than their sister Biddy.

Biddy’s grandson, Peter Joseph Casey, obviously believed that her brother John was
buried on that hillside, and that both John and James had died in 1859. He and Biddy’s
other Casey grandchildren had the large stone engraved and placed therein 1971, 112
years after the brothers' supposed deaths.” With a fervent wish that Great Uncle Joe will

" Peter Joseph Casey placed stones on several family graves using some of the proceeds
from the settlement of his brother Louis Sheridan Casey’s estate in 1971. Sx stones were
placed on family graves by the Fleshman Monument Company of Charleston, WV. Only

three stones have been definitely located. Fleshman Monument Company was bought by
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forgive me for doubting the inscription, it can now be said with certainty that Biddy’s
brother John is not buried on that hillside. The lives of James and John diverged in the
years just before the Civil War, and in the process the Sheridans of Virginia gained
another, previously unknown branch of the family, the Sheridans of Missouri and Alaska.

Who was Catherine Sheridan in 18507

By 1850 James Sheridan was living in Boone County, Virginia, almost certainly with his
mother Catherine.®* Catherine, 80 at the time, was listed in the census as bornin
Pennsylvania. While this might be true, in which case she was not James' mother, itisfar
more likely to be an error on the census record.

Catherine was an interesting person to come across. Her age would argue for her being
James Sheridan’s mother, as would her location in 1850, next door to her daughter Biddy,
and her other son John. Being their mother made no senseif shewasbornin
Pennsylvania as all the Sheridan siblingswere bornin Ireland. Being awifeat 80to a
husband of 57, while possible, was not likely. Nor was she James' sister, although he did
have ayounger sister whose name was Catherine.*

The two brothers may have come over from Ireland separately. James does not appear to
have been with John in Roanoke in the mid-1840s, as he has no listing on the head tax
rolls there, while John does. James may have come over with his mother after the death
of hisfather, but the Pennsylvaniareference remains amystery. If Jameslived and
worked in Pennsylvaniafor atime, it might explain the Pennsylvaniareference asa
misunderstanding. The only thing known for certain is the brothers preceded Biddy
Casey and her family who came on the steamship Constitution in May 1850, and
Catherine was not with the Caseys on board that ship.

If Catherine was Biddy’s mother, as instinct would indicate, it is unlikely that she would
have left Biddy unmarried in Ireland while the bulk of the family left for America. This
would place her immigration sometime between 1846 and 1850 since John and Biddy
married in the Spring of 1846, or possibly, as early as the Spring of 1845.2° John

Sears Monument but Sears was unable to buy the records, which remain unavailable, in
spite of an interest by the Sate of West Virginia to obtain them. |f the records could be
obtained, the locations of the other three family graves might be identified.

18 Boone County Personal Property tax rolls, 1847-1854. FHL film 2,024,485. 1850
Federal census. The census taker in 1850 spelled Catherinewith a‘K’. Snceall of the
letters and other records spell the name with a‘C’, for the sake of consistency, Catherine
isused here.

9 James' sister Catherine Sheridan married Thomas Mullen in Ireland, had several
children there, immigrated to Brooklyn and lived out her life there.

%0 See Through Irish Eyes, Part I11. Putting a Finger on History — the Caseys for an
explanation of the dates.
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Sheridan came to Virginia prior to Biddy’s marriage, and he himself married a Virginia
woman in August of 1846. When Catherine immigrated remains a mystery.*

Only fragments remain of the 1841 Ireland census and none of those fragments
encompass the right locality. Unfortunately most of the Irish census data was lost during
the troubles of the 1920s or was deliberately destroyed by the government. Asaresult,
finding the family intact before the various marriages, while they were still in Ireland,
proved impossible.

The mystery of just who Catherine Sheridan was, endures. If she was Biddy’s mother, as
| believe to be the most likely scenario, then her name was Catherine Masterson
Sheridan.

! The passenger lists for all the famine ships for all spelling variations imaginable for
the name Sheridan between 1846 and 1850 have been searched with no luck in finding
either John or James coming through New York with, or without, their mother. Perhaps
James followed his brother John between 1846 and 1850 and brought his mother. If they
came through another port other than New York, they may never be found in the
passenger lists, especially without knowing who else might be in the group. Without
knowing with whom they traveled it is nearly impossible to pick them out of the many
James, John and Catherine Sheridans who emigrated.
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James Sheridan

James was born in Ireland about 1793, probably the second child in hisfamily. He
immigrated to America by 1849, possibly earlier. He and his brother John wereliving in
Boone County and were on the persona property tax rolls by 1849.2 While John was on
therolls for Roanoke County by 1846, James was not there. He arrived in Virginia
without so much as a horse or mule to his name and in the 1850 federal census he was
working as aminer in Boone County, Virginia.?®

On March 23, 1850, James purchased 100 acres of land on Lick Creek from Joseph H.
Barker, Malinda Barker, and James B. Barker for $150, “lawful money of Virginia®.2*
Shortly after his arrival two months later, James' brother-in-law, John Casey, bought a
haf interest in that land for $100.% The land purchase was not recorded with the county
until 1851 and was not reflected on thel850 census.® Thiswas not unusual asit would
not have been recorded until the land was paid for.

The 100 acres formed afamily compound of sorts for the Sheridans in Virginia. James
and Catherine lived next door to John and Biddy Casey, and John and Sarah Sheridan.

Sometime shortly thereafter, James found himself in need of money and he turned to his
brother-in-law, John Casey. He borrowed $150 and signed a bond on July 26, 1852. The
same day he conveyed to Edmond Pate, as Trustee, hisinterest in his remaining 50 acre
share on Lick Creek, in acknowledgment of the debt owed to John Casey. The land,
hogs, cattle, etc. were deeded to Mr. Pate as collateral for James being “justly indebted to
the said Casey”.”” The money wasto be repaid by July 26, 1853. Edmond Pate, a
neighbor of both men, was the manager of the Virginia Cannel Coal Company of
Peytona, where both James Sheridan and John Casey were employed.?? Edmond Pate, a
wealthy man and the owner of several saves, died shortly after in 1853.°

James continued to farm until his death. 1n 1854, the last year before the Civil War for
which there are tax records, he had 2 horses and 28 cattle/sheep/hogs, and $40 worth of
household and kitchen furniture, for atotal farm worth of $260. He paid 92¢ in tax.

22 Personal Property Tax Lists 1847-1854, Boone County, Virginia. FHL film 2,024,485.
8 Federal Census 1850, Virginia, Boone County.

# Deed Book A, page 181. Boone County, Virginia.

% \West Virginia indenture document, dated December 1851. Deed certified December
17, 1852.

% The name of both John and James was spelled ‘ Sheredon’ in the 1850 census.

" Deed Book A, page 391, Boone County, Virginia.

%8 1850 Federal census.

# Coal, Steamboats, Timber, and Trains, Bill Dean, Pictorial Histories Publishing
Company, Charleston, WV, 2007, page 22-26.
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James died at Lick Creek on February 2, 1859 of dropsy.* Dropsy, or hydropsy in the old
usage, refersto the retention of fluid leading to swelling of soft tissue. Nowadays it
might be called edema and be due to something like congestive heart failure or even
cancer. Theinformation for James' death certificate was reported by Willis M. Dent, a
friend.®* Mr. Dent gave James' age as 59, but this can be safely discounted. A neighbor
from the area and one who most likely worked on the Sheridan farm, Willis Dent could
not be expected to know James’ correct age®, which was closer to 66 when he died.

Willis Dent presents an opportunity for another look into the extended family. In
1860, ayear after James' death, Mr. Dent, originally of Bedford County, Virginia,
was living next door to John and Biddy Casey and engaged in farming. At 29 he
rented his house and farm, possibly that previously occupied by James and Catherine
Sheridan. 1n 1860 he had amilk cow, another head of cattle of some sort, seven
swine, and a crop of corn, wheat, oats, tobacco, and potatoes.

Willis had married Eliza Catherine Harless* about 1853. By 1860, they had three
children. While Willisdidn’t own his own farm, he had at least one farm laborer,
James Greyhbill, that lived with his family. He probably rented from John Casey or
the neighbor on his other side, Joseph Henley Barker, the original owner of all the
land involved, including the Casey farm. In any event clearly Mr. Dent and his
family were friends with both the Sheridans and the Caseys.

By 1870, Willis fortunes had improved and he had moved to another area of Peytona
where he owned his own farm, worth $800. Tragedy struck the Dent family when

his young wife, Eliza, died on July 13, 1871 of consumption. She was 37 years old
and left behind eight children. Willis served as county assessor from 1876 to 1880.
He died between 1880 and 1900, possibly in 1884. Since the 1884 death records are
missing from Boone County, the death is difficult to confirm.

* Eliza Catherine was the daughter of Philip Henry Harless, the brother of this
author’s great-great grandfather, James Howard Harless, and Elizabeth Barker, the
sister of Spicy Barker, this author’s great-great grandmother. Elizabeth Barker was
also the sister of Nancy Barker, the great-great-great grandmother of Bobbie Lee
Shamblin Casey.

% Register of Deaths for the Year Ending December 31, 1859, Boone County, Virginia,
number 33, FHL film 34,484.

% 1n 1850, Willis Dent is 18, unmarried, and living next door to the Daniel Javins family
in District 6 of Boone County, on the farm of Michael Criggins of Ireland. Daniel Javins
isa many greats grandfather of Bobbie Shamblin Casey.

% Of the information on official documents, geneal ogists are generally most suspicious of
information on old death certificates. Oftentimes, whoever was giving the information
did not necessarily know details of the deceased, even if they were a family member.
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The remaining 50 acres of James' land probably reverted to the Caseys, either through the
original debt, by purchase, or viainheritance. No deed transfer has been found. In any
event, by 1860 John Casey owned 100 acres of land.*

James Sheridan was buried on the hillside in Boone County above the Kirk Cemetery,
near Ashford, close to the Mahone Chapel. The Kirk cemetery is about one-half mile
from the new Mahone Chapel* heading back towards Marmet, on the right hand side.

[llustration 5: Grave of James Sheridan and his nephew John Sheridan. © 2011

% Federal Census, 1860, Mirginia, Boone County, Agricultural Schedules. John Casey
had 30 acres of improved land and 70 acres of unimproved land with a total value of
$600 plus $10 worth of farm implements. John had 3 horses, 3 milk cows, and 16 swine
worth $700. He produced 100 bushels of wheat, 300 bushels of corn, 75 bushels of oats,
5 bushels of peas and beans, 100 bushels of Irish potatoes, $30 of orchard products, 150
pounds of butter, $20 worth of homemade manufacture, and slaughtered $1,125 worth of
farmanimals. A prosperous farm by any standard of the time.

¥ The original Mahone Chapel burned sometime in 1995-1996.
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Given the location of the grave, it’s possible that John and Biddy Casey were aso buried
on the same hillside. Their son Patrick Casey, who died in October 1850%, and Catherine
Sheridan, believed to be her mother, may also be buried there since their deaths occurred
prior to 1860. Thismay be the ‘ Casey Fork Cemetery’ referred to in family stories. It's
also possible that John and Biddy were buried on their own property at Lick Creek and
that isthe * Casey Fork Cemetery’. If so, their graves arelost to all time since that
property has been used for commercial mining and other interests since the heirs
originally sold it more than a century ago to an agent for mining interests.

% Unverified family documents.
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John Sheridan

Born about 1800 in Ireland, John was
Biddy Casey’s third or fourth brother.
He was in America by 1846 and can
be located in the official records of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, where he
had decided to take awife.

On August 20, 1846, John Sheridan
posted a marriage bond of $150, “true
Virginiamoney”, using the services of
alocal bondsman named Frederick
Thrasher, in Roanoke County,
Virginia®** He married Sarah Brill that
same day.*” That Sarah's father was
not involved in posting the bond could
indicate that he had already died.

At that timein Virginia, abond was
required to be posted although it
wasn't necessary that the marriage be

- performed on the same day. The bond
) , i was the state’s way of insuring
Illustration 6: Possible tintype of John honesty on the part of the participants
Sheridan. Courtesy of Kathryn Thomas. and insuring there was no legdl

impediment to the marriage, mostly
on the part of the groom. It wasn't unusual for the bride’s father to participate in the
bond, but it wasn’t required. This system helped insure that the bride was not
compromised by false promises. If the marriage did not take place, the $150 was
forfeited to the Commonwealth of Virginia. A great dea of money at the time, thiswas a
sum not to be trifled with. Release from the obligation to pay the Commonwealth was
granted only when the license was returned by the officiate at the ceremony. The
marriage bonds bound not only those who posted the bond, but also their heirs and
assigns to pay the debt if the marriage did not take place and the bond was not rel eased.
Clearly, thiswas not a matter to be taken lightly.

The Presbyterian marriage ceremony was performed by the Rev. Urias Powers. The
Sheridans were Catholics and the Presbyterian aspect of the ceremony remains a mystery.

% Frederick Thrasher was born about 1770 and was a local ‘farmer, distiller, and
lender’. In 1850 he had a net worth of $2,000, no small sum for the time.

¥ Most transcribed records show this as 1845, but thisis a transcription error. The
original record clearly shows 1846.
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An explanation may lie in the laws of the Commonwealth. Virginia had an established
state religion, the Church of England, until the Revolutionary War. Since the end of that
war was just 60 years prior to the marriage, other religions may have been slow to take
root in the steep Appalachian and Blue Ridge Mountains. Presbyterianism was slightly
more acceptable to Church of England adherents than was Catholicism and so may have
gained an earlier foothold. There were no Catholic churchesin the area at the time.®

Sarah Brill, was born on May 9, 1814 in Virginia®* Since Virginiadid not require birth
records at the time, it's nearly impossible to find the name of her father. No personal
information was contained in the marriage bond or the returned release. Sarah’s mother’s
given name was Catherine but her mother’s maiden name remains unknown.” There
were severa Brill familiesin Virginiain the 1840s but census data in 1840 identified only
the head of household by name, making it difficult to narrow down which of the families
was Sarah’'s. It's probable that most of these Brill families were related, that Sarah
remained close to them, and even possible they were responsible for John and Sarah’s
eventual move to Missouri.

Know all men by these presents, That we /.{,._,
W"""’ ('.'-74—&/'4"& OW AP

are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the sum of One Humdred ‘and Fifty Duﬂn’ﬂ w/
which payment well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, ou &c. jointly and severally, firmly by these
presents. Sealed with our seals, and dated this day ‘% P 154 /

The condition of the above obligation is such, That whereas a Marriage is shartly intended 10 be had and
solemnized between the above boun ;’/ w/ ?m B‘ M / 6 A "‘ and
of /(’:4,‘?/ ounty. Now, if there is no lawful caus wiruct the said Marringe, then this obligation

to be void ; otherwise, to remain in full furee and virtoe

afmoma %ffAf/flJ S.

[llustration 7: Marriage bond of John Sheridan and Sarah Brill.

% Nearly all of the returned licenses were checked and none were found in that time
frame in that area where the ceremony was performed by a Catholic priest.

% Email on September 4, 2011 from Kathryn Thomas citing note from Norma Skov, John
and Sarah Brill Sheridan’s great-granddaughter.

%1860 Federal Census, Iron County Missouri.
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In Bedford County, Virginia a Catherine Horn married Henry Brill on December 11,
1808 and this could be Sarah’s parents. Catherine Horn's father was Charles Horn
and Henry Brill’s parents were John and Ann Baker Brill.

Virginia Marriages 1740-1850. Ancestry.com. Bedford County Marriage Bonds,
FHL film 896,772, item 2, page 16.

In Pugh, Frederick County, Virginiain 1820, living with a Henry Brill, Sr. was a
female under 10 who could be Sarah. Henry Brill, Jr. and his wife and son were next
door. Henry, Jr. and hiswife were 16-25 years old. Two marriages of aHenry Brill
took place in Frederick, in 1815 and 1819, respectively to Mary Ann Hoffman and
Rachel Cooper.

1820 Federal Census, Frederick County, Virginia, August 7, 1820. Henry Brill, head
of household, 1 male under 10, 1 male 10-15, 2 males 16-25, 1 male 45+, 1 female
<10, 1 female 10-15, 1 female 45+. Three persons were engaged in agriculture and
they had no slaves.

If Sarah Brill herself was awidow at the time of her marriage to John Sheridan, there
are two possibilitiesin Frederick County: Isaac Brill married Sarah Williams
October 13, 1836; John H. Brill married Sarah A. Milhorn February 14, 1843.

Virginia Marriages 1740-1850. Ancestry.com. Bedford County Marriage Bonds,
FHL film 896,772, item 2, page 16.

The Rev. Powerswaited for quite some time to return the bond release to the state. He
batched nearly 2 years worth of releases, including that of John and Sarah, and returned
them to the Commonwealth of Virginiaon December 29, 1847. It'sfortunate that his
health didn’t suffer, or there could have been alarge number of bond penalties assessed in
Roanoke County in 1847.

Sarah and John lived in Roanoke County from 1846 until 1848 when they moved to
Boone County, Virginia,** where they later lived alongside his brother James, and his
sister Biddy Casey and her family on Lick Creek. On July 17, 1850 John, 50, was
working asaminer. He and Sarah, then 37, have a son, John, one year old, bornin
Virginia.*

No record of John ever owning property in Roanoke or Boone County has been found.
He was likely living on the land owned by his brother James or his brother-in-law John
Casey, in the Irish way of communal living. Like James, John was working for William

“! Personal Property Tax Rolls, Boone County, Virginia, 1849. FHL film 2,024,485.
“2 1850 Federal Census, Boone County, Virginia.
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Madison Peyton at the Virginia Cannel Coal Company of Peytona District. State law had
restricted the amount of mining land the company could hold to 10,000 acres but Peyton
and his investors formed other companiesto get around the limitation. An English
mining engineer, Joseph Gill, had inspected the coal seams and reported one to be at |east
10 feet thick and as good a quality as any he had ever encountered.”

Sarah gave birth to a baby girl, Sarah Catherine Sheridan, on January 6, 1851 in Boone
County.* Their son John died sometime between 1850 and 1860, probably before 1853,
when death records began to be kept. It isall but certain that this son is the John
Sheridan buried on the hillside alongside his Uncle James.** In the Fall term of the
County Court of Boone County in 1853 afine of $1.00 was assessed John Sheridan for
Trespassing, Assault and Battery.” Numerous fines were assessed for this transgression,
most for $1.00. More serious fines for the same offense amounted to $17.50 and up, so
this was not likely, by any means, to be the reason John and Sarah eventually |eft
Virginia. Thisamount was not to be trifled with, however, as $1.00 of 'true Virginia
money', could buy an acre of land at the time.

John appears on the tax rolls for Boone County as late as 1854, the last year for which
records are available, when he paid 89¢ in taxes for one cattle/sheep/hog,*” down from
the three cattle/sheep/hogs he had in 1853.4

At some point, John and Sarah decided to move on. It's possible that they stayed beyond
1854. By 1860 they had moved to Iron County, Missouri. They may have chosen Iron
County because others from the Brill family were already living there and more were on
their way from Virginia.

On June 30, 1860 John Sheridan, 59*, hiswife Sarah, 46, and their daughter Sarah
Catherine, 10, were living in Iron Township, Pilot Knob post office, Iron County,

8 Coal, Steamboats, Timber, and Trains, Bill Dean, Pictorial Histories Publishing
Company, Charleston, WV, 2007, page 22-26.

“ Boone County birth records are available only from 1853 on. Sarah Catherine's
descendants place her birth on January 6, 1851.

“> Boone County death records are available from 1853 on. Neither John Sheridan’s nor
Catherine Sheridan’s deaths are in the available records, making it probable they died
prior to 1853. Catherine was already 80 in 1850 and so likely died soon thereafter.

“& ywww. pwevirginia.com/documents. Alist of all fines, penalties, and amercements by
B.E. Barrett, Clerk, County Court of Boone County, transcribed on April 30, 2009 by Ron
Turner from the original Boone County documents held at the University of Virginia,
Richmond.

" Personal Property Tax Lists 1847-1854, Boone County, Virginia. FHL film 2,024,485,
Perry Taylor's district, number 19, 1854.

“8 |bid., Perry Taylor’s district, 1853.

“91f John was 50 on July 17, 1850 but still only 59 on June 30, 1860, then the actual day
of his birth could possibly be narrowed down to between July 1 and July 17, 1800.
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Missouri. Living with them was Catherine Brill, 82. John was working as a stone
mason.* The older woman, Catherine Brill, born in New Jersey, was most certainly his
mother-in-law, even though rel ationships were not listed on that census.™

By the 1860s marble was being quarried on Marble Creek in Iron County. There were
also significant mining operations for iron ore, providing another reason for John to be
there. At onetimeit was believed that an entire mountain in the area was made of iron.
Although this helped to fuel the boom in the area, it wasn't accurate and the iron proved
to be only surface deposits.

Commerce was booming in Pilot Knob prior to the Civil War. A railroad, the St. Louis
and Iron Mountain Railway, had been completed from St. Louisto Pilot Knob in 1858.
This made it economical to bring theiron to market in St. Louis and, via the Mississippi
River, to other areas.® The railway to Pilot Knob had been opened for passenger traffic
to and from St. Louis at the same time.

Whileit isn't known how John and his family traveled from Boone County to Missouri, it
would have been feasible for them to have gone down the Coal River from Peytona
District to where the river meets the Kanawha River at present-day St. Albans, and down
the Kanawhato the Ohio River, then to the Mississippi River, and viathe Mississippi to
St. Louis. From St. Louisthey could go by rail to Pilot Knob. Thiswould be atrip of
about 600 miles and while it had many interconnections, it was possible to travel in this
manner relatively easily for the time.

Pilot Knob was flourishing. St. Mary’s Catholic Church was founded there® in 1851
The town of Ironton was established nearby, and the first house was built, in 1853.
[ronton, about two miles from Pilot Knob, became the county seat in 1857, and was
incorporated in 1859. It had a court house, ajail, three churches, a Masonic and an Odd
Fellows Hall, a public school, a school for colored children, an iron foundry, two saw
mills, two lumber mills, aflour mill, two wagon factories, a saddler’s shop, two hotels,
one band and a newspaper office.® Times were good but the Civil War was on its way,
bringing with it aworld of misery for the inhabitants of southeastern Missouri.

%0 1860 Census, Iron County, Missouri. This census confirms that Sarah and Sarah
Catherine were both born in Virginia.

>t Another John Sheridan, 28, was living in Roanoke County in the 1850 census working
as a stone mason for the B& O Railroad, with several men, some of whom had their wives
with them. That younger John did not have a wife with him and there was no other Sarah
Sheridan in the area.

*2 This railroad became part of the Missouri Pacificin 1917. John Sheridan's
granddaughter, Lucy Breitenstein Sievens’ husband, Otis, worked on thisrailroad.

> Location; N37 37.288 \W090 38.453

> This church was destroyed by a tornado one hundred and six years later in 1957.

> Rootsweb, A Directory of Towns, Villages and Hamlets Past and Present in Iron
County, Missouri.
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On August 9, 1860, John bought Lot 4, Block 4 in Pilot Knob from Bernard Rutschman
and his wife Augustine™, for seven hundred dollars.>” The lot was on the main street of
Pilot Knob, known as Bogy Street, and was directly across from the train depot. John
and Sarah had a home and/or possibly, a place of business, for hiswork as a stone
mason.>®

John and Sarah had left one border area before the War began, only to find themselvesin
another border area where sympathies were just as divided and life was just as dangerous,
perhaps even more so. Virginiawas a slave holding state, and Missouri was also,
although neither Boone County nor Iron County had large numbers of slaves in 1860.
Among the populace though, loyalties were sharply divided between rebel sympathizers
and loyalists. Iron County would suffer greatly from this division during the war. All of
Southeast Missouri suffered greatly.

Although Missouri never seceded from the Union, Confederates abounded and had no
sympathy for their Union loyalist neighbors, and the Sheridans were probably Union
sympathizers. Asthe War dragged on starvation was rampant in Southeast Missouri as
the Confederate Army provisioned itself from the farms of Union loyalists, and the Union
Army did the same from the farms of southern sympathizers.® Missouri had a
secessionist governor during the Civil War and he turned a blind eye to Confederate
sympathizers perpetrating attacks across the state.®®

In 1864 Mgjor General Sterling Price launched a Confederate cavalry attempt to
recapture Missouri, and especially St. Louiswith itsrail head, from Union forces. The
first magjor battle of this campaign occurred at Pilot Knob on September 27, 1864, with
Price’s force numbering more than 12,000 men. Fort Davidson, the object of the
Confederate offensive, was only blocks from John and Sarah’s property on Bogy Street.

% Bernard Rutchman’s name is spelled many different ways. The voter registration
spelling for 1864 is used here. In the Union Provost Marshal Papers, his name was
spelled Reutschman for his $2000 Merchants Bond in December 1864.

*" Record Book C, page 61. Index on FHL film 914,415. Deed on FHL film 914,418.
*The disposition of the lot after John died is unknown. No record has been found of it
being sold and existing records have been extensively searched in person at the county
courthouse and online.

% General Grant had refused to allow his troops to take provisions without receipt from
any farmsin the area. Thischanged after the Battle of Shiloh in 1862. Grant had
determined that the war would drag on for years and one way of bringing an end to it
was to deny provisions to the rebel troopsin any of the border areas. What could not be
taken by the Federal troops was destroyed. Personal Memoirs of US Grant, De Capo
Press, 1952, 2001.

% Capital Dames, The Civil War and the Women of Washington, 1848-1868, Cokie
Roberts, Harper Callins, New York, 2015, page 170.
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“Reports had come to us from time to time that the Confederates were about to make a
raid upon Arcadia Valley, but we jeered at the idea of their visiting a place so well
fortified as Pilot Knob.”® Asthe Confederate Army approached, the Union defenders set
up defensive perimeters around the fort. A Union cannon line was set up along the main
street of the town, squarely in front of the Sheridan property.

\ Site of John Sheridan’'s
/ property in 1860

Pilat Mok

e
s =

< g 0N i Davidson
b B Histonc Site

Site of Fort
Davidson

[llustration 9: Pilot Knob, 2012. © Google Maps.

If John, Sarah, and their family remained behind, they were in the thick of the battle. A
number of civilians left on the train before the battle began. A number of the men
grabbed their guns and joined the fight at the fort. Some civilianstried to escape the
battle area by forming awagon train as the battle was commencing. Still others stayed
behind and endured as the battle was fought around them.

The siege raged on in several spots through the two day rebel assault. At one point the
Confederates reached the cannon line on the main street, but were driven back by heavy
fire.

% Account of Mrs. C.J. Pitkin, Pilot Knob, The Thermopylae of the West, by Cyrus
Peterson and Joseph Mills Hanson, The Neale Publishing company, New York, 1914,
page 229.

29



While the rebel forces were regrouping during the night, and building ladders with which
to scale the fort in the morning, General Ewing and the Federal troops at the fort made a
bold move by stealing out in the darkness. The troops made good their getaway through
the rebel lines. A small Union contingent was left behind to destroy the fort after the
others were safely away. The resulting explosion at 3 AM tore through the fort. “... just
as | had stepped two or three paces from the front door of the hotel (on the main street
which would be Bogy Street), the magazine at the fort exploded and the debris began
falling about us like hail. To escape | ran for shelter some fifty or sixty feet across the
street when three steps would have put me safely in the hotel. The report was so sudden
and unexpected that for the first and only timein three days | lost my full presence of
mind. The next morning Pilot Knob was occupied by the enemy.” %

St. Mary’s Catholic Church was damaged in the explosion as the whol e town was rocked
by itsforce.®* The Confederates at first thought the explosion was an accident but found
out differently when they entered what was left of the fort that day and found it deserted.
Two thirds of Price’s remaining troops pursued the escaping Federal force and a number
of civilian refugees for four days, as they made their way to Leasburg, Missouri and from
thereto Rolla. There were four major running battles as Ewing and the civilian refugees
made good on the escape. There was little for anyone to eat and little time in which to eat
what they could forage from the surrounding countryside. Everyone was hungry and on
the run for their lives.

One particularly poignant story of the death of an unnamed civilian during the retreat was
recounted by Sgt. H.C. Wilkinson, Company H, 47" Missouri Volunteer Infantry. The
incident took place on September 30, the retreat having made it as far as Leasburg. “...
about noon the enemy ceased firing, and so did we ... during the afternoon several men
of Co. F came over into the potato patch in our front to dress a pig, which had been killed
there during the attack the night before. When they came up, alarge elderly man,
bareheaded, (acivilian refugee), was bending over the pig, skinning it. Just at this
moment a squad of men from Co. H and other companies rode into the field ... and
shouted: ‘ Yonder they come!” The poor old man left the pig and began running toward
the gateway ... and while he was running one of our men, who had been asleep behind
the breastwork, suddenly awoke, rose up, and fired at the old man. The latter fell, shot
through the body and never while live will | forget his pitiful cries. He wasled away to
our field hospital, where | think he died not many hours afterward.”®

Though there was tremendous loss of life, mostly on the Confederate side, General Price
had gained very little and in fact, had lost much. Hisinsistence on attacking Fort

% Account of Rev. D.A. WiIson, Pilot Knob, The Thermopylae of the West, Op. Cit., page
244,

% Private Patrick Mannix, Biddy Casey’s future son-in-law, had been reassigned to
Company C, 8" Regiment, Missouri Infantry on February 16, 1864 but had mustered out
prior to the Battle of Pilot Knab.

* Pilot Knob, The Thermopylae of the West, Op. Cit., page 305.
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Davidson had cost the Confederacy the opportunity to take St. Louis when it was still
weak and scarcely defended. This decision cost the Confederacy its last major
opportunity for asignificant victory.

The six day battle was certainly a horrific experience for the locals, which would have
been especialy true for John and Sarah, given their location. Were they on the four day
retreat out of the area with General Ewing’stroops? If they evacuated the area as the
battle was forming, where did they go, when did they come back, and what awaited them
when they did? Such alarge army passing through the area would not have left much
behind in terms of provisions or animals. “The whole valley, indeed, had been pretty
well cleaned out. Some worn-out horses were |eft, but very few good animals remained
... For severa days we were at the mercy of guerrillas but they did uslittle harm. None
the less, it was ajoyful sight when a company or two of Union soldiers from Cape
Girardeau camein ... Theraid was atrying time to the people of the valley ...”®

Sometime between 1860 and 1876, John Sheridan died, almost certainly in Missouri.
Neither he nor Sarah can be found in the 1870 census athough Sarah appears again in the
1876 Missouri state census. The 1870 census took more than four months to complete in
this still devastated areaand it is easy to see how John and Sarah could have simply been
missed in the counting. In 1870 their daughter Catherine was living with the James
Buford® family in Iron Township. The Buford family had a black domestic servant.
Catherine could have been alive-in nanny, governess, servant, friend of the family, or
simply, aboarder.®” The Buford family was well off. No clue has been found asto why
Catherine would be in [ron County without her mother and father. She was 19 yearsold
and unmarried. Later family letters report that she was working.

Though John and Sarah Sheridan’s whereabouts were unknown in 1870, Sarah at |least,
was till alive. Because she was still alive, and not with her daughter, it's not
unreasonable to assume that John was also alive in 1870.

Sarah reappeared in the 1876 Missouri state census without John, who was clearly dead
by then. Catherine was not living with her mother although she was no longer with the
James Buford family. The state census contains precious little detail. By 1880 Sarah and
Catherine were back living in the same household. Thisarea of Missouri was completely
ravaged during, and in the aftermath of, the Civil War. It must have been very difficult

% Account of Rev. D.A. WiIson, Pilot Knob, The Thermopylae of the West, Op. Cit., page
248.

® This James Buford may have been the sheriff of Iron County from 1869 to 1873 and
1877 to 1880.

" Family lore in the Breitenstein family says that Sarah Catherine worked to support
herself in a restaurant.
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for two women to try to hold onto property.® No record of the disposition of the Main
Street property has been found.®®

Around 1877, John’s and Sarah’s daughter, Sarah Catherine, married Joseph Breitenstein,
a Swiss immigrant and wagon maker who lived in Ironton, Missouri. Joe, born February
22, 1847, immigrated with his brother Martin on the Steamer Cordova, from Switzerland.
They disembarked in New York on April 17, 1868.° Joe was 21 and his brother was 17.

Joseph Breitenstein appeared for the first time in Missouri in the 1876 state census.
There were other Breitensteins already in the area by the time Joe immigrated. By 1880
Catherine and Joe have one son, Joseph, and Catherine's mother, Sarah Sheridan, a
widow at 66, was living with them.”™ A final confirmation that these are our Sheridans
came from Catherine Sheridan Breitenstein herself.

Vital records are sparse for this area of Missouri at that time. However, one existing
record provided valuable confirmation of the family history. Catherine gave birth to her
third son, Alfred, on August 24, 1883 in Belleview, Missouri, part of Iron Township.”
On his birth certificate Alfred’s parents supplied the birthplace of his mother, confirming
that Catherine Sheridan Breitenstein was born in Boone County, Virginia. Shewas 32 in
1883, making her bornin late 1850 or early 1851, meshing perfectly with her family’s
oral tradition. She was, decidedly, Biddy Casey’s niece.

Sarah Brill Sheridan died on October 28, 1897 and was buried on the family farm near
Belleview, Missouri. No official death record for her has been found.

No definitive records for either John or Sarah prior to their marriage in 1846 have been
found.

% Unfortunately not much information can be gleaned from the transcription of the 1876
state census. The agriculture portion was not included in the transcription, so it isn't
known if Sarah was on a farmor was living in Pilot Knob proper.

% Qurviving records at the Iron County Courthouse were exhaustively searched by hand.
0« Germans to America, Passenger Data File”, Affiliate Manifest id 00030689,
departure port Havre and Liverpool.

" The Breitenstein name is often misspelled in census data and other records and can
sometimes be difficult to find. It has appeared in records as Breilenstein, and
Bereitenstes, and even, Brightemtaghn. Most legal documents manage to spell it
correctly.

2 Missouri Birth Certificates, Roll C2901.
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So who was buried with James Sheridan on the hillside in Boone County, West
Virginia? All of the information points to Biddy Casey’s nephew, John Sheridan,
the son of her brother John, as the person buried on that hillside. Further, the
surviving letters provide indications that the rest of the Sheridan family believed the
elder John to still be alive close to, and even into, the 1880s, although Sarah was
actually awidow by 1880. The extended family was aware of James’ death, but
they seemed to have heard nothing of John’s demise.

On May 21, 1886 Annie Shanley of Sioux City wrote to her great-aunt Biddy Casey,
“... father asks ... if you hear anything of your brother John to let him know.” She
did not ask about James because she knew James had died 27 years earlier. Annie
and her father clearly believed John might still be alive. Further the phrasing ‘if
you hear anything’ implied they knew that John was not there in Boone County with
his sister.

News of James' death had also reached the Sheridansin New York asit was
mentioned in one of the letters. Clearly the letter writer had no inkling that John
had shared the same fate.

In aletter from Catherine Mullen Davy dated August 24, 1884, she wrote to her
aunt Biddy Casey, “when | wrote to you before | forgot to ask you how Uncle John
Sheridan and Uncle James were. Please tell mein your next letter whether Uncle
Jamesisliving or not. | heard that he was dead but did not know for sure.” She
clearly had never heard that John had died and believed him to still be alive.

At least John, Sarah, and Sarah Catherine left Boone County together. It is apparent
from the son John’s absence in Missouri in the 1860 census that he died at a young
age. Since Biddy Casey’s grandchildren believed there was a John Sheridan buried
at Casey Fork, only one John Sheridan could be there, and that is the little boy.

Further, a 2006 note from AnnaBelle Breitenstein, who was married to John
Sheridan’s great-grandson, John, stated that Sarah Catherine Sheridan’s “...parents
were buried in the Belleview (Missouri) area, on afarm...owned by a man called
Bunker Smith...who plowed over them. After Joseph (Breitenstein) died and was
buried on a hill close to the house (on Catherine's new farm), Catherine had her
mother moved to the spot where Joseph was buried. My John thought that probably
they couldn’t find her father’s grave, but thereis avery old, small, unmarked stone
close to her mother’s, that John thought might have his marker.”



Bridget Sheridan

Bridget Sheridan’slife and the lives of her children, are recounted in detail in Through
Irish Eyes, Part I11. Putting a Finger on History — The Caseys.

[llustration 12: Possible tintype of Bridget Sheridan
Casey (1815-1900).

Bridget, called Biddy by her
family, was born in County
Longford, Ireland on June 15,
1815. She married John Casey in
a Catholic ceremony in the
Spring of 1846, or possibly 1845.
They immigrated to America
with their three children on the
ship Constitution arriving in New
York City on May 12, 1850. By
July 1850 they wereliving in
Boone County, Virginia, where
Biddy would give birth to five
more children. They had a
prosperous farm there until their
deaths, John on June 16, 1897
and Biddy on October 5, 1900.

By 1860 the Casey farm
consisted of 30 improved acres
and 70 unimproved acres with 3
horses, 3 milk cows, 30 other
cattle, and 16 swine, with avalue
of $700, and $10 worth of farm
implements. On thisland the
family produced 100 bushels of

wheat, 300 bushels of corn,75 bushels of oats, 5 bushels of peas and beans, 100 bushels
of Irish potatoes, $30 of orchard products, and 150 pounds of butter, along with $20 of
home manufactured goods. Additionally they had slaughtered $1,125 of farm animalsin
1860.” The bounty of the farm may have made it atarget for provision raids during the

war.

Biddy and her family survived the Civil War in the border area of Virginiathat became
West Virginiaon June 20, 1863. After the war, in January 1865, John Casey expanded
their farm by buying an additional 25 acres from Allen Smith for $125.

31860 Federal census, Agriculture Schedules, Peytona District, Boone County, Virginia.

Reel 195.
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By 1870 the farm had grown to 50 improved acres, and 70 unimproved. John and Biddy
had 2 horses, 7 milk cows, 4 working oxen, 20 cattle, 40 sheep, and 12 swine, with atotal
value of $860 in livestock. In addition to wheat, rye, and oats, they produced 500 bushels
of Indian corn.™

The farm continued to grow and by 1880, the last census to include agricultural
schedules, John and Biddy had 50 acres of tilled land, 75 acres of woodland and forest,
and 25 acres of meadow/pasture/orchard, with avalue $1000. They had $580 of
livestock and paid $50 in wages for 12 weeks of hired labor. The total value of
production was $300. They owned 3 horses, 10 oxen, 3 milk cows, 5 other head of cattle,
2 calves, 6 swine, 60 sheep, 25 lambs, 70 barnyard poultry and 70 other types of poultry.
They reported that 40 sheep or lambs were killed by stray animals. They produced 100
Ibs of butter, 60 fleeces weighing 170 |bs, and 210 dozen eggs. 15 acres had been
mowed, 15 acres had not been, producing 6 tons of hay. 20 acres were planted in Indian
corn which produced 490 bushels. 10 acres were planted in oats, which produced 100
bushels, 3 acres were planted with Irish potatoes, producing 25 bushels. 4 acreswere
planted with 10 apple trees producing a $10 crop of apples. They kept beeswhich in
1880 aone produced 200 Ibs of honey. The family cut $50 of forest products and sold
one cattle living. Finally the farm produced 1 bushel of dry beans. The family worked
hard indeed, with everyone pitching in.”

By the time of John’s death the farm had grown to 422 acres. Biddy lived there until she
died on October 5, 1900. After selling the farm to an agent for the coal companies, the
remaining unmarried children moved to afarm in Putnam County, West Virginia. Only
two of Biddy’s children married. Sarah Ann married a returning Union soldier named Pat
Mannix in 1865 and John Patrick married Rose M. Lamb in 1891. For more on the Lamb
family, see Through Irish Eyes, Part Il. On the Lamb with Ed and Mary.

For more detail on John’s and Biddy’s lives, and the lives of their children and
grandchildren, as well as tintypes, photographs, and documents, see Through Irish Eyes,
Part 111. Putting a Finger on History — The Caseys.

1870 Federal Census, Agricultural Schedules, Bald Knob Post Office, Peytona
Township, Boone County, West Mirginia, page 1, line 25.

21880 Federal census, Agricultural Schedules, Peytona District, Boone County, \West
Virginia, page 1, line 10.
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In New York

The Sheridans began arriving in New York in the 1840s. A few remained in Manhattan.
Most moved on to Brooklyn, a nascent city coming into its own. In Manhattan our
Sheridans settled on the lower east side along the East River.

o Columbia Place e Goerck Street e Delancy Street

The opening of the Erie Canal had transformed New York into a preeminent port. By the
1840s up to forty passenger ships might arrive every day. Waves of immigrantsin the
mid 1850s changed the composition of Manhattan. The area that would become Central
Park in 1858 was being used for bone boiling, and as a pigsty and a garbage heap, with
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bare soil and stagnant water when Biddy Casey’srelatives arrived. Travel was by horse
car and omnibus. Modern New York City would not begin until the consolidation of the
five boroughsin 1898, fifty years after the Sheridan and Casey arrivals.

Between 1840 and 1859 three quarters of all immigrants to America came through New
York City, an average of about 157,000 per year. In 1854 aone 319,000 immigrants
descended on Manhattan. Not all stayed but Manhattan had grown to a population of
814,000 by 1860.” The face of the city, and the nation, was changing. Matthew Brady
opened the Daguerrean Miniature Gallery at Broadway and Fulton in 1844.” Work
began on the Trans Atlantic telegraph cable from New York to London in 1857 and
completed in 1858. Lower Manhattan was becoming increasingly crowded.

Brooklyn, across the East River from lower Manhattan, was a different story. A building
boom struck Brooklyn in the 1850s. In 1851 alone there were 2,600 structures built.
With construction booming, the Irish opened lumberyards and established themselves as
contractors and carpenters’ and many of the Sheridans, made their living in this fashion.
More than a quarter of Brooklyn’s population by 1855 was Irish. “lrishmen reigned
supreme in horse-reliant transport. They sat atop hacks, omnibuses, stages, and horsecars
... They took over the docks aswell.””®

Called the City of Churches, Brooklyn had eighty churches by 1866, serving a growing
populace of more than 200,000 people. A pleasant place to live, Brooklyn’'s streets were
tree lined, lending a more rural atmosphere than in lower Manhattan with far less
crowding. Hundreds of ferries plied the East River. Railroads provided access to
Philadel phia, Washington, Boston, and west to places like Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Flatbush, which in 1870 consisted of about thirteen farms, was incorporated into wards
25 and 26 of Brooklyn in 1886.

Bridget Brady and her contractor husband lived across the street from St. Joseph’s
Church where there were usually four Masses daily with five on Sunday. Her aunt,
Biddy Casey, lived in rural Virginia, where there might be one Mass a month and savery
was till practiced. As Bridget Brady remarked to her aunt in 1897, “Brooklyn is quite a
different city since you seen (sic) it.”®

’® Gotham, A History of New York City to 1898, Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace,
Oxford University Press, New York, 1999, page 736-737.

" Ibid., page 689.

8 |bid., page 744.

” |bid., page 744.

8 | etter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Bridget Sheridan Casey, January 8, 1897. Biddy
Casey arrived in New York on the Constitution on May 12, 1850. There she would have
visited her sisters-in-law, Margaret Casey McGrath and Esther Casey McGrath.
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Mary Sheridan

The oldest of the Sheridan sisters, Mary, was probably born between 1795 and 1802. She
herself has proved elusive, although her children and her two husbands have not. No
official records for Mary herself have been found although Irish baptismal records for
several of her children have been. Because Bridget Reilly Brady, Mary’s daughter, was a
prolific letter writer, information about Mary’s family survives and this information
provides a glimpse of Mary herself.

Mary married Lawrence Shanley, about 1822 and they lived around Edgeworthstown,
County Longford, Ireland.®' Little is known about Lawrence’s family, except that he had
a brother named John and they both died young.** No records regarding Mary’s life with
her first husband have been located, but Lawrence died in Edgeworthstown on January
12, 1824. He was 22 years old.¥ He and Mary had one child who survived to adulthood,
a son they named John, born March 17, 1824.*

Lawrence was buried out of St. John’s Church, part of the Church of Ireland. The only
way one could have an official death certificate in 1824, was if that certificate was issued
by the Church of Ireland. Otherwise, one was not officially dead as no other church was
authorized to issue such a civil record. Prior to at least 1837, it was illegal for a Catholic
priest to set foot in a cemetery.®

After Lawrence died, Mary married Myles Reilly, around 1828 or so. Myles was born
around June 1796% and lived in the parish of Ardagh-Moydow in County Longford. The
local churches were Our Lady in Moydow and St. Brigid’s in Ardagh. St. Brigid’s in

81 On the family trip to Ireland with Uncle Pat, Aunt Bobbie, and the cousins,
Edgeworthstown was where we had lunch and the flat tire. It isvery, very close to
Clonbroney parish.

2 John Shanley, Lawrence’s brother, may have married Bridget Dillon and had one son
James Shanley baptized at Ardagh-Moydow on April 13, 1822.

3 At the library in the town of Longford, Ireland, an excerpt from a newspaper mentions
the death of Lawrence Shanley in Edgeworthstown. His brother John died there two
months earlier, on November 22, 1823 at the age of 24. The reference wasto S. John's
Church, Church of Ireland. When Mary’s son John Shanley married, he in turn named
his oldest son Lawrence, after his father.

% Petition for Citizenship, Massachusetts Sate and Federal Naturalization Records,
1798-1950. John Shanley's grave marker gives his birth date as 1823 without a month or
day. Since he was the source for the earlier petition for citizenship, 1824 is probably
correct.

% Family History Library, Salt Lake City, genealogy class 'Researching Old Irish Church
Records.'

8 1870 Federal Census, New York City, New York taken in June 1870 Myleswas 74. Ina
second Federal census taken in December 1870, Myles was 75.
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Ardagh would have been their church.”” They may have lived in the townland of Trumra,
outside Granard for a time.*® Myles was probably a shoe maker in Granard in 1841 with
a house, a stable, no yard but a small garden.” This would explain how two sons and a
step son became involved in boot making in Massachusetts immediately after they
immigrated to America.

In the Irish church records for Granard, Myles Reilly was baptized on June 8, 1796, the
son of Thomas™ Reilly and Ann Armstrong.”’ His sponsors were William Keegan and
Esther Tuite. Myles had several brothers, Thomas (September 1792), John (January
1798), and Andrew (March 1805) and at least one sister, Catherine (January 1803).

Mary and Myles continued to live in the Ardagh-Moydow area after their marriage and
five of their six children who survived to adulthood were baptized there.

All of Mary’s children were quite adventurous in their undertakings and all of them
immigrated to America. They seem to have been successful in life, although her
youngest son died in an accident at an early age in Massachusetts. Mary gave birth to her
last child before her youngest sister, Biddy, had even married, so she was considerably
older than Biddy. At the time in Ireland, as was true elsewhere, most women had a child
roughly every two years, bearing children for perhaps 20 to 25 years. Mary’s child
bearing ended in 1841 indicating that she was probably born before the turn of the
century.

The oldest of Mary’s children from her second marriage, also named Mary, was born
around 1829 or 1830 but no record for her baptism has been found. Mary was followed
by Patrick, baptized in November 1831, Bridget in January 1834, Thomas in February
1836, Catherine in October 1837, and lastly, Bryan in January 1841.

No definitive record for Mary Sheridan in America has been found, and it is unknown if
she immigrated, but her husband Myles was in America by June 1870. Mary wasn’t with
him and she was not mentioned in any of the letters as being alive when the letters were
written. She probably died in Ireland but there remains a slim chance she came to
America and died here.”” Most of her children immigrated in 1851.

¥7 In his petition for citizenship in 1854, Patrick Reilly stated he was born in Ardagh.

% Myles Reilly, Tithe Applotment Books, 1833, Townland of Trumra, Barony of Ardagh,
Parish of Granard.

% Ireland Rate Books. 1841

% A mistake in the transcribed index of these records gives the father’s name as Andrew.
The correct name, Thomas, isin the original records.

! Page 131, FHL film 1,279,228.

2 A Mary Reilly, who was born about 1802, died in Brooklyn at 2 Graham Street, in the
Seventh Ward on February 2, 1860, and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn.
Page 17, item 2, FHL film 447,543, reference id 28.
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Of Mary’s several children, one in particular played the most important role in
perpetuating the Sheridan heritage. Her second daughter, Bridget Reilly, immigrated to
Brooklyn where she married Patrick Brady and became the glue binding the Sheridan
family in America. Bridget wrote several letters to her aunt and namesake, Biddy Casey,
and to her first cousin, Matilda Casey. A few of these letters survive today, thanks to the
family propensity to not throw anything away.

All of Mary’s children immigrated to America, although not all of them did so at the
same time. First to come was Mary’s oldest son, John Shanley, in 1848. He and his wife,
also named Mary, appeared in the 1850 census in New York City and their first child, a
daughter named Mary, was born in New York in 1849. Next to emigrate was Patrick
Reilly on February 28, 1851.

All but one of the rest of Mary’s and Myles’ children immigrated on the ship Ashburton,
arriving in New York City on March 1, 1851. Records for the ship from Liverpool to
New York show a number of Sheridan passengers and the rest of the Reilly children, with
the exception of the oldest daughter, Mary. Late in their lives Bridget and her sister Kate
confirmed their immigration date as 1851 and that their sister Mary came later.

Traveling with the children on the Ashburton was Margaret Riley, 55. The name was
abbreviated as Margt., but the age was what would be expected for Mary Sheridan Reilly.
If Mary was truly not with them, then she was probably already dead by 1851. Myles’
immigration date remains unknown but he was in New York by 1870, along with his
oldest daughter Mary.

From New York, John Shanley moved to Massachusetts where he worked in a boot
factory, before moving to Iowa in 1869. Mary’s youngest son, Bryan,” died in
Massachusetts in 1862 in an accident. One son, Patrick, lived in Massachusetts for a
time, also working in a boot factory, before moving to Nebraska in the late 1850s. The
rest of Mary’s family lived out their lives in Brooklyn and Manhattan.

Mary Sheridan Shanley Reilly was certainly dead by 1870. Her husband Myles survived
her and in 1870 was living in lower Manhattan with their daughter Kate Reilly Malone, in
Kate’s boarding house. Myles’ and Mary’s eldest daughter, Mary, who was the widow
Mary Green, was also staying there.”*

In the 1875 New York state census, Mary Green was with her sister Bridget in Brooklyn
but sometime before 1878 went West to Nebraska with her father, Myles, “to my brother

% The English equivalent of the Irish Bryan, is Bernard. Varieties and Synonymes of

Surnames and Christian Names in Ireland, for the guidance of registration officers and

the public in searching the indexes of births, deaths, and marriages, Matheson, Robert E.,
Sr, 1901, Dublin, page 28.

* The 1870 census reference looks like Mary Breen, but in light of the Nebraska records,
thisis Mary Green, also confirmed by the 1875 New York state census.
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Pat.”” Myles died in Nebraska about 1880 or 1881. He was probably buried in Dakota
County on his son Pat’s farm or nearby in Jackson or Hubbard, but his grave has not been
located, nor has any death record.”® While Dakota County issued beautiful marriage
licenses at the time, death records were much harder to come by.

New York naturalization records of the time contain virtually no useful
information, but there are several possible naturalization records for Myles
Reilly in New York. One such record for a Miles Reily at 390 8" Ave. in New
York on September 20, 1860 could be him, especially if he himself or the court
clerk confused 8" Avenue with 8" Street. That address, if it was on East 8"
Street, was very near the location of the boarding house run by his daughter
Kate in 1870. However, Kate Malone was not to be found there in the June
1860 census even by her maiden name of Kate Reilly. This Miles’ declaration of
intention was filed in New York on May 18, 1858. Kate would, of course, not
have been able to sponsor her father because she herself, being a woman, could
not apply for citizenship. As of September 20, 1860 this Miles had been in
America for at least 5 years, and in New York at least 2 years since that was
where he filed his declaration. His witness was Daniel McGuire of 44™ Street
and 11" Avenue

% Letter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Bridget Sheridan Casey dated May 20, 1886.
% The state of Nebraska makes obtaining death records difficult at this writing.
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Catherine Sheridan

Biddy Casey’s sister, Catherine Sheridan was born about 1810 in Ireland.”” She married
Thomas Mullen there, probably around 1836 or earlier. After their marriage they lived in
Edgeworthstown, in the civil parish of Mostrim, Poor Law Union of Granard, County
Longford. Called Kitty by the family, she had at least six children in Ireland, three of
whom were baptized in Edgeworthstown.”

Surviving Catholic church records for Edgeworthstown begin in 1838, and there is no
record of Kitty’s marriage there. By Irish tradition, the Sheridan girls would have
married out of (in) their home parish, believed to be Clonbroney.”

The present St. Mary’s Church in Edgeworthstown was built in 1872 and replaced an
earlier church built on the same site about 1790. The site was donated by the Edgeworth
family in 1787. This earlier church would have been Kitty Sheridan’s parish church after
her marriage and where the three children were baptized: Catherine on December 29,
1840; Thomas on December 16, 1844; and Mary on April 15, 1848.

Kitty and Tom immigrated to America in 1853,'" probably on the ship Middlesex,
arriving in New York on April 20, 1853."°" They settled in a brick apartment building
with two other families on Bergen Street, near Nevins, in Brooklyn’s 10™ Ward, 2™
Election District.'” The family on Bergen Street was comprised of Tom and Kitty, two
sons, Michael, 18, and Thomas, 10, and Mary, 7 years old.'"” Catherine, 15, was in

97 1855 New York state census, Kings County, Brooklyn. Record of Deaths in the City of
Brooklyn, February, 1857, line 12.

% Edgeworthstown/Mostrim Catholic records, FHL film 1,279,2109.

% Father Francis Kelly, parish priest, &. Mary's Church, Granard Town. The more
Longford County parishes eliminated from the possibilities of locations for the Sheridan
sisters to have married, the more credence lent to the Sheridans being from the parish of
Clonbroney.

19 Affidavit for Civil War widow's pension Catherine Mullen Davy, Catherine Sheridan
Mullen’s daughter, on March 23, 1918. She maintained that her family immigrated
around 1850. At other times she gave 1855 as her immigration date. The date on the
1855 state census should be accepted as the most accurate estimate and the family
identified their immigration year as 1853.

1% New York Passenger Lists, Middlesex Manifest, passengers 613-617, Ancestry.com. |f
thisisthe correct record, Catherine was not with them but a daughter Bridget, born
about 1845, was. There was no Bridget with themin the 1855 New York census, but
death records for 1854 and 1855 are missing for Brooklyn.

1921855 New York state census, Brooklyn, 10" Ward, 2™ Election District, family 663.
1931855 New York state census, Brooklyn, 10" Ward, 2™ Election District, family 663.
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service with the William Hewlet family, who lived close by.'*

remained behind in Ireland and did not immigrate until 1860.'"

Margaret and Annie

Tom worked as a laborer in the construction business, working with marble, as did many
of his neighbors.'” He was listed in the Brooklyn city directory in 1856 and 1857. The
children went to work when they were very young. In any event, the family would not
have many years together to build a life in their new home.

Catherine Sheridan Mullen died in Brooklyn on February 22, 1857 of consumption and
was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery. She was 46 years old.'” Plot D-263 was purchased
on February 26, 1857 by her husband.'® It was to become a much populated burial plot
in the years to come.

In 1860 Thomas Mullen and his youngest son Tommie, 15, were still living on Bergen
Street in the 10" Ward. Their daughter Catherine was living with the John McGregor
family working as a servant. She was 19 years old.

Like his wife, Thomas Mullen, 57, died at home on Bergen Street on July 8, 1861 of
consumption.'” He was 57 years old, still working in marble when he died, and was
buried at Holy Cross Cemetery, in the same grave as his wife. His son Tommie signed up
to fight in the American Civil War the next year.

104 1855 New York state census, Brooklyn, 10" Ward, 2™ Election District, family 514.
The immigration date for Catherine Mullen, 15, was 1853 on this census.

19.0On her sister Annie Mullen Sheil’s death certificate, Catherine Mullen Davy gives
Annie’'simmigration date as 1860 while on the 1900 census her immigration dateis
1855.

1% 1855 New York state census, Kings County, Brooklyn. One of the neighbors who also
worked in marble was Thomas Fitzsimmons, who may be related to the Fitzsimmons who
married Bridget Sheridan, the son of Thomas Sheridan, Catherine Sheridan Mullen’s
brother.

7 FHL film 1,315,321 ‘ Brooklyn Death Ledger’, page 21. Death recordsin New York
City for the early years of the Irish migration did not have a great deal of information on
them. Without the threads found on later certificates, there is little information to prove
definitively the origins and family connections of the person who died. In this case, the
definite proof came in the form of the other persons buried in the same grave. The older
certificates did not have parents names on them and so, once again, the names of Bridget
Sheridan Casey’s parents were not to be found.

1% Conversation with Holy Cross Cemetery administration staff, November 18, 2016.
Records for actual burials are sketchy for the time frame but the plot purchaseis
definitive. Also buried in D-263 are Catherine's children Tommie (1886) and Annie
(1906).

1% New York, New York, City Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949, certificate 138, film 447,543.
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Two of Kitty’s daughters, Catherine and Annie, figured prominently in the surviving
letters. A picture of Annie survives, along with a letter from Catherine. Some
information is available for Kitty’s son, Tommie, but very little else is available to tell us
anything about the rest of the family, other than that they existed.

¥‘

IIIusirati on 5:" Grave of Céthi ne Sheridan MUI ien (1810-1857), Thorﬁés Mullen
(1805-1861), Annie Mullen Sheil (1847-1905), Thomas Mullen (1844-1886). Small stone
on theright. Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, New York. © 2011
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Thomas Sheridan

Biddy Casey’s brother Thomas’ birth year has not been determined. He is clearly older
than Biddy but younger than his brothers Bryan, James, and John. Thomas married Ann
Reilly in Ireland, probably on November 27, 1831 in Granard parish. Their witnesses
were James Gafney and Margaret Reilly."" It isn’t known if Tom and Ann died in Ireland
or immigrated to America.'""' Though they would have married in her parish, they would
not necessarily have lived there after marriage, and so their children would not
necessarily have been baptized there. Only one baptismal record for their known children
has been found close to Granard.

Tom and Anne lived for a time in Moylett in County Cavan, a townland about twenty
miles from Clonbroney. Located in Killinkere civil parish, in the barony of Loughtree
Upper, Moylett consists of 561 acres of land. Unfortunately the Roman Catholic records
that survived in the Diocese of Kilmore are few, with large gaps of years. Only one of
their daughters, Mary, can be found there, and she was baptized on July 2, 1848.""*

The family may have lived in Killshandra in the late 1830s. A Bridget Sheridan, the
daughter of Thomas and Anne, was baptized there on June 4, 1838. This Bridget may be
the missing fourth child of Thomas and Anne mentioned in a letter from Catherine Davy
to Biddy Casey. Killshandra is about 20 miles from Moy]lett.

Ann Reilly’s parents are not known but she had at least one brother whose name was
Patrick, who was mentioned in a family letter. The letter indicated that Patrick was alive
at least as long as December 1896.'" It is possible that Ann may have been a sister to
Myles Reilly who married Mary Sheridan Shanley Reilly, or a sister to the Mary Reilly
who married John Shanley, or they could be related in some other fashion.

Thomas and Ann had at least four children who immigrated to America. There may have
been more children.''* Margaret, probably the oldest, was a servant in Manhattan all of

"% Granard Catholic church records. FHL film 1,279,228. The witness Margaret Reilly
could be the same Margaret who came to America on the Ashburton with the children of
Mary Sheridan and Myles Reilly in 1851.

' An Ann Reilly of Edgeworthstown died in October 1847 at the age of 28, a victim of
the famine but this Ann Reilly was too young to be Tom's wife.

12 Mary gave her birth month and year for the 1900 Federal censusin Brooklyn as June,
1848.

113 |_etter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, December 4, 1896.

'"* A Thomas Sheridan, five years and four months old, died on Bergen Street in Brooklyn
on October 1, 1861 of scarlet fever. Record of Deathsin the City of Brooklyn, October
1860, line 327. FHL film 1,315,321. Bergen Street was where Catherine Sheridan
Mullen and her family lived and this death is mentioned only because her brother
Thomas and his wife Anne, may have lived there also if they immigrated to America.
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her adult life. Mary, born June 1848, lived all of her adult life in Brooklyn. Another
daughter, Annie, born about 1851, or possibly as early as 1847, also lived out her life in
Brooklyn.

A fourth child was mentioned in a family letter as having died in the Summer of 1883.'"
No name, gender, age, or place of death was attached to the comment. This was almost
certainly Bridget Sheridan Fitzsimmons, born in Ireland about 1837, who died in
Manhattan on September 17, 1883."'°

Another Sheridan family, along with several Mastersons, was on the ship Ashburton in
1851, which carried Mary Sheridan Reilly’s family. Thomas Sheridan 55, born in 1796,
with Eliza, 27, and John Sheridan, 30, possibly a married couple, Mary Sheridan, born
about 1847 or 1848, Annie Sheridan, born about 1849 or 1850, a four year old male
whose name could have been George, and a 28 year old female, whose name could not be
deciphered."” 1t is difficult to know with any certainty if this was Biddy Casey’s brother,
but it could have been, especially if Ann Reilly Sheridan had died in Ireland by 1851.

A Thomas Sheridan, working as a painter, lived at 37 Goerck Street in New York in 1866,
the same street and block where Bridget Sheridan Fitzsimmons lived.

!5 |_etter from Catherine Mullen Davy to Biddy Casey, August 24, 1884, page 2.

' Death Certificate, number 470851, 1883, City and County of New York. According to
the death certificate, the father of the deceased was Thomas Sheridan, the mother was
Ann Sheridan and the deceased was in the USfor 40 years at the time of her death,
making her immigration in 1843. The marriage certificate, if it could be found, might
shed light regarding whether her mother was Ann Reilly. Since New York did not keep
civil marriage records at the time, the Catholic Church would be the best possibility for
more information.

7 This could be our Thomas and his family. If so, his wife Ann was probably dead by
then. Thefirst name of the 28 year old female may have begun with an Sor an A.
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In Australia

The first penal colony to be established in Australia was Botany Bay in New South Wales
in 1788. Although not originally intended to be a colony for convicts, the proposal for
the settlement at New South Wales was amended to include them. Many of these
convicts were skilled tradesmen or farmers who had been convicted for trivial crimes.

By 1793 the first free immigrant settlers began to arrive.

One in three convicts transported after 1798 was Irish with about twenty percent of those
convicted of political crimes or crimes associated with the agrarian troubles of the time.
By 1815 immigration began to grow rapidly with free settlers from England and Ireland.
Convict removals from England and Ireland were ended in Sydney by 1840, although
they continued for a time in other parts of Australia.

With the discovery of gold in 1851, Australia was transformed economically, politically
and demographically, and by 1857 New South Wales had more than 300,000 Caucasian
settlers.

It was just before the discovery of gold, that the widow of Bryan Sheridan and her second
husband, with Bryan’s younger children, decided to take their chances on Australia
instead of America. They were neither convicts nor assisted passengers. Braving the
much longer voyage to New South Wales, rather than Canada or the United States, they
proceeded to make their marks on the ‘Land Down Under’.
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Bryan Sheridan

119

Biddy Casey’s oldest brother, Bryan,'® called Brinie by the family,""” was born in Ireland
about 1791. According to the surviving letters and other information, he was a store
keeper, a butter buyer'® and inn keeper by occupation'?' and lived in Edgeworthstown,
County Longford. He married Honora Hynes of County Meath, sometime before 1830.'%
Honora was born about 1805.

Bryan had at least four sons, Bernard Kevin, Thomas J., Philip, and Robert Joseph, and
two daughters, Bridget and Honora.'? Only Honora can be found in the official
baptismal records of Edgeworthstown, which began too late to include the other children.
However, other documents support the births of some of these children as occurring in
Edgeworthstown.

Bryan was mentioned in the newspaper during the effort to raise money for the ‘National
Annuity to Daniel O’Connell” in 1835 as having contributed £1 to the cause for the
Liberator.”* According to the list of contributors and amounts, this was very generous
donation.

Bryan appeared in the Valuation Office Books for 1841 as keeper of a public house on
Main Street in Edgeworthstown, with a good yard and gate, an entrance in the front, an
office, and a garden. He had no lease but kept the property in good repair. He also acted
as the agent in Edgeworthstown for the Robinsons’ Line, an emigration office and
shipping line operating in New York, Dublin and Liverpool.'*

¥ In many Irish records, Bryan and Bernard were interchangeable. Further
complicating names, some parishes attempted to record a Latin version of the name, a
version which did not always exist in reality. Bryan was frequently recorded as Bernard
or Bernardus, and in many cases this name carried over into civil recordsand lifein
general. Because hisfamily referred to him as Brinie, Bryan has been chosen as the
preferred name for this story.

% Pronounced like vinegar/sugar brine.

120 etter from Bridget Reilly Brady to her aunt, Bridget Sheridan Casey dated May 20,
1886.

2 Marriage certificate, New South Wales, Registry of Births, Deaths, and Marriages,
registration number 1867/000391.

122 A George Hynds died in Edgeworthstown on December 10, 1847, at the age of 60. He
may be related to Honora. The reference to County Meath comes from Honora’s
Australian death certificate.

2 Honora can also be Norah, Elinore, Elenore, Ann, or Hannah or many other
variations.

124 Dublin Weekly Register, March 5, 1836, page 3.

12> Dublin Weekly Register, March 11, 1837, page 1.
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On April 13, 1829 the Roman Catholic Relief Act was passed by the House of Lords
and received a very reluctant Royal assent from King George I'V. Intended as an
emancipation bill for Catholics, it repealed the Test Act of 1672 and the remaining
Penal Laws which had disenfranchised Catholics since 1728.

Mr. Daniel O’Connell had won a seat in Parliament as the representative from County
Clare in 1828 but was not permitted to take his seat due to the prior existing penal
laws. As a condition of giving the royal assent for this Catholic emancipation bill,
George IV had insisted on a provision requiring any Catholics winning election prior
to 1829 and the passage of the law, to take the Protestant oath of supremacy and
allegiance before they could be seated. If they refused, a new election would have to
be held. Only after being elected under the new bill, could they be seated without
taking the oath. The provision had been framed purposely to exclude Mr. O’Connell
from taking his seat. The law also included a provision raising the voting
requirement to men owning or renting land worth at least £10. This excluded the
forty shilling freeholders from voting, which they had been able to do since 1793.

Largely due to the efforts of the Irish lawyer Daniel O’Connell (1775-1847), passage
of the new law had received support from several prominent Britons, including
Robert Peel, as well as the Prime Minister and the Duke of Wellington. Mr. Peel, the
Home Secretary at the time, apparently feared an Irish revolt if the law was not
passed.

Mr. O’Connell refused to take the oath so a new election was required for County
Clare, which he won again quite handily, finally taking his seat in Parliament. It was
felt by many of the Irish people that Mr. O’Connell had sacrificed his career for many
years for the good of Ireland. Having forgone what could have been a lucrative
career, an annuity was subscribed to compensate him for his work on behalf of the
Irish people. Daniel O’Connell was forever after known as The Liberator.

Bryan died at the age of 50 and was buried on February 12, 1841 in Edgeworthstown.
His burial was recorded in the parish records for St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception.
His estate was probated by his wife Honora in 1841 but no records survive save for the
index.

Honora probably continued to run the family business after Bryan’s death as she had
several young children to care for.

After a year of mourning, Honora remarried on February 2, 1842 to Richard Darby at St.
Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Edgeworthstown.'* Richard was born about 1815
in County Laois and was younger than his new wife. A shop keeper, he also worked as a

126 Edgeworthstown parish records, FHL film 1,279,219.
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mail guard on coaches owned by Charles Bianconi operating between Edgeworthstown
and Dublin,'”” but he went into bankruptcy in May 1844.'® No matter their grit and
determination, the family, along with the rest of their fellow Irish, was facing possible
starvation during the Great Hunger and decided to quit Ireland.

The Darby family immigrated to Australia in 1851 with four children on the clipper
Blackwall arriving in Sydney on December 3, 1851.'* The record refers to ‘Mr. and Mrs.
Darby with four children’. This could have been Philip, Robert, Bridget, and Honora or
it could have been the four boys. Two of the boys, Thomas and Bernard, immigrated to
America and it is not certain that they ever went to Australia.”” No definitive death
records have been found in Australia or Ireland for the two girls.

Richard and Honora operated a small general store/grocery store close to Sydney harbor
for several years prior to relocating elsewhere in Sydney when Richard joined the New
South Wales railways. He was given the honor of being the railway guard on the
inaugural run of the historic Sydney-Parramatta Railway on September 26, 1855. He
continued to work for the railroad for years in that capacity reaching the position of
stationmaster by the time he retired.

Honora Hynes Sheridan Darby, died at home on Campbell Street, in Sydney, on March
17, 1862 of hepatic and ovarian disease. She was 57."' The death record notes that there
were no living children of her second marriage but that she was survived by four living
sons from her first marriage. No living daughters were mentioned so Bryan’s daughters
died at relatively young ages."”> Her funeral was held at St. Mary’s Cathedral on March
18. Her husband paid £2, 2 shillings for the burial.'”* The witnesses to Honora’s burial
were James McConnell and Robert Sheridan, her son. Her grave was relocated in 1901
from Devonshire Street Cemetery to Botany Cemetery.

After Honora’s death, Richard remarried to Theresa Gibney in 1863, and fathered at least
two sons, William and Richard, and one daughter Mary Theresa. He retired from the
Railway in 1889."** He lived at 94 Buckingham Street, Sydney, died in 1891, and was

2" Freeman’s Journal May 11, 1844, page 3.

128 Dublin Mercantile Advertiser, May 17, 1844.

12 Philippa Barbour, New South Wales, great-great granddaughter of Bryan Sheridan.
Some Australian records list 1849 as the immigration date for Philip and Robert Joseph.
3% The Fagan Bealac arrived at New York City on May 17, 1847 with Bernard Sheridan,
18, and Thomas Sheridan, 13, on board, as well astwo Darbys. Manifest id 2336, from
Dublin with 198 passengers aboard.

31 Australian death records, even then, were a genealogist’s dream, containing a wealth
of information.

132 A Norah Sheridan, the daughter of Michael and Anne, died in Sydney in 1884 (reg.
#444).

13 Two guineasin old money.

13 Sydney Morning Herald, February 16, 1889, page 8.
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buried in Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney. Boot and Gommeson were the undertakers.'*
Richard may have had a sister, Bridget Darby, who married Robert Taylor and gave birth
to a daughter who died at Richard’s house in 1880."*°

Nothing further is known about Bryan but his children made their mark on the world.
Bernard Kevin immigrated to America, moved to California, and lived out his life in San
Francisco. Philip and Robert immigrated to Australia and were prominent in Irish life in
Sydney and died there after long and successful lives. Thomas immigrated to New York
where he worked first as a carpenter and stage hand, then a stage manager, and moved to
New Jersey two years before he died in 1894. Nothing further is known about the
daughters, Bridget and Honora.

[llustration 16: Main Street, Edgeworthstown, Ireland. 2008.

Edgeworthstown photo by Sarah777 at English Wikipedia. Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3331943

135 9ydney Morning Herald, January 23, 1891, page 8.
3¢ Sydney Morning Herald, December 27, 1880.
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The Nieces and Nephews
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John Sheridan’s Descendants

John Sheridan, Jr.

John and Sarah Brill Sheridan’s only known son,
John Sheridan John Jr., was born in Virginia about 1849. The
m. Sarah Brill only official document with a reference to him is
| the 1850 Federal Census for Boone County,
John, Jr. (1849-abt. 1853) Virginia.
(unmarried)

He died very young, and no record of his death has
been found. Boone County began recording deaths
in 1853 placing his death between 1850 and 1852. He is almost certainly the John
Sheridan buried on the hillside above the Kirk Cemetery at Casey Fork, near Ashford,
alongside his uncle, James Sheridan.

Sarah Catherine Sheridan

_ John and Sarah Brill Sheridan’s only daughter was
John Sherida“ born in Boone County, Virginia on January 6,
m. Sarah Brill 1851."7 She spent her early years on the farm at
_ | Lick Creek, next door to Biddy Sheridan Casey and
Sarah Catherine (1851-1936) the Casey family, and her uncle, James Sheridan.
m. Joseph Breitenstein Sometime between 1854 and 1860 she moved with

| her family to Pilot Knob, Iron County, Missouri.
Joseph (1879-1947)

(unmarried) As recounted in the story of her parents, the Civil
John (1881-1947) War years in Missouri were difficult and became

m. Nellie McCall more so for the Sheridan family during the Battle of
Alfred (1883-1945) Pilot Knob, which took place on the door step of

(unmarried)
Anna (1886-1951)

m. William P. Clinton
Jasper (1889-1967)

m. Ethel Lester Fleming
Lucy (1892-1973)

m. Otis Brown Stevens

her father’s property.

By 1870 Catherine, as she was called by the family,
was living with the Buford family. The
whereabouts of her parents at the time is unknown.

'Catherine Sheridan Breitenstein family records, courtesy of Kathryn Thomas.
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About 1877 Catherine married Joseph
Breitenstein, a Swiss immigrant, and
settled down on a farm around
Belleview, Missouri. They had six
children who lived to adulthood and
by 1880 her mother Sarah was living
with the Breitensteins.'*®

Catherine and Joe Breitenstein had a
good life together, although not a long
one. Several land purchases were
recorded for Joe in and around Iron
County, Missouri.'* The 1898 tax
assessment showed him with a
personal property assessment of $295,
not including real estate.'*

Joe died on January 19, 1903 of an
appendicitis. Although no official
record of his death has been found,
family stories relate that he had fallen
ill and was being taken to the doctor
in the back of a wagon when he

He was buried on the family farm.

[llustration 17: Sarah Catherine Sheridan
Breitenstein (1851-1936). Courtesy of Kathryn
Thomas.

passed away.'"!

Catherine Sheridan Breitenstein’s granddaughter, Norma Jean, remembers her father,
Jasper, speaking of her grandmother frequently. She herself remembers Catherine
slightly. As related in a family letter, Catherine ... died the year I was in kindergarten. I
remember her slightly. She was small, slim, white haired. She liked to call herself an
Irishwoman. I remember visiting the cemetery on the family farm and her sadness when
we left to go home ... One other interesting fact. She always said she was related to
Philip Sheridan who was a famous general. I tried to tie the families together but the
closest I could come is that her father John and Philip may have been cousins. Since
Philip was younger maybe a second cousin.”'*

3% A John Breitenstein was living in Pilot Knob as early as June 5, 1863 when he bought
property from Bernard Rutschman and his wife, the same persons from whom John
Sheridan purchased property in 1860.

% Various Missouri Land Transfers.

1% Iron County Register.

141 Kathryn Thomas, great-great granddaughter to John Sheridan. 2012.

2 E-mail to Kathryn Thomas from Norma Jean Breitenstein Skov, Jasper Breitenstein’s
daughter, and John Sheridan’s great granddaughter, dated March 26, 2006.
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In 1930 Catherine Sheridan
Breitenstein was 79, living with two of
her sons on her farm in Iron County.'*
No official death certificate has been
found in the Missouri records, but
according to family records, she died
on December 23, 1936. Joe and
Catherine are buried in the small

family plot on their former farm, along
with Sarah Brill Sheridan.

As is typical, oral family stories began
to confuse the family history as the
years rolled by and the next generation
became the informants. The death
certificates for two of the sons stated
their mother was born in Roanoke,
Virginia. Roanoke was, of course,
where their Sheridan grandparents
were married, not where their mother
was born. As she aged, Catherine

Sheridan Breitenstein changed the lllustration 18: Joseph Breitenstein (1847-

reference to her birthplace from Boone 1903). Tintype courtesy of Kathryn Thomas.
County, Virginia, to Boone County,

West Virginia. She was well aware of

her origins. She referred to her father’s birthplace as the Irish Free State, a common
reference after Ireland gained a measure of independence in 1921. She was said by her
descendants to have taken a great deal of pride in Irish independence and her Irish
heritage, a trait she held in common with the rest of the Sheridans.

Catherine’s first child, Joseph William, called Jodie, was born September 11, 1879. He
never married, was a farmer and died in a nursing home in Manchester, St. Louis County,

Missouri, on February 19, 1947 of unknown causes. He had lived his life on his mother’s
farm with her and his brother, Alfred.

Another son, John, born May 25, 1881, married Nellie McColl on July 5, 1913. A barber
by occupation, he also had a farm not far from his mother’s farm. He died on April 14,
1947. He and Nellie had at least one son, John P. Breitenstein, born about 1921.

Catherine’s third son, Alfred, born August 24, 1883, never married, worked as a farmer,
and managed his mother’s farm all his life. Alfred died on December 31, 1945.

' Federal Census, 1930, Iron County, Missouri.
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A daughter, Anna, born on March 15, 1886, married William Price Clinton on December
13, 1913." William was born on March 4, 1882 in Iron County. They moved from
Missouri to Edwardsville, Madison County, Illinois, just outside of St. Louis. Annie, or
‘Aunt Ketch’, as she was called by the family, was very social and some of the
Breitenstein family followed her and her husband to Illinois to live.

Anna died on June 18, 1951 in Edwardsville and was buried in Valley View Cemetery.
William moved back to Missouri and died in Frankclay, St. Francois County, on
December 27, 1962. He was buried with Anna in Edwardsville.

A fourth son, Jasper C., called ‘Jap’ was born May 19, 1889, worked on his mother’s
farm, married Ethel Lester Fleming, and died in St. Louis, Missouri in June 1967.

A daughter, Lucy, born August 11, 1892 in Banner, Missouri, married Otis Brown
Stevens on June 12, 1910. Otis was a laborer in a granite quarry in Belleview. He also
worked on the Iron Mountain Railroad. Lucy died in January 1973 and was buried at
Arcadia Cemetery in Missouri.

Illustration 19: Grave of Sarah Catherine Sheridan Breitenstein (1851-1936) and her
son Alfred Breitenstein, Iron County, Missouri. © 2011

144 Edwardsville Intelligencer, June 18, 1951.
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Illustration 20: Sarah Catheri e Sheridan Brtst n, ct, her son
Jasper, right, her granddaughter Norma Jean, left, with dog. Taken on the

family farm outside Belleview where the Breitenstein cemetery is now
located. Courtesy of Kathryn Thomas.
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[llustration 21: Lucy Breitenstein Stevens (1892-1973). Courtesy of
Kathryn Thomas.
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Mary Sheridan’s Descendants

John Shanley

John Shanley, the only son of Mary
Sheridan and her first husband
Lawrence Shanley, was born March 17, ' &
1824 in County Longford, Ireland.'®
The joy of his birth did not replace the
sorrow of his father’s death on January
12, 1824 at the age of 22. Lawrence
had been preceded in death by his
brother John, who had died at the age
of 24, on November 22, 1823. The two
brothers were buried side by side in St.
John’s Cemetery in Edgeworthstown,
Ireland.'*

St. John’s Church, part of the Church of
Ireland, was built about 1750, possibly
incorporating part of an earlier church
from the 1600s. It is set back from the
road to the Northeast of
Edgeworthstown and its graveyard
contains many old graves. The earliest
readable stone in the cemetery is from
1705. Mary Sheridan Shanley would
have stood at Lawrence’s grave and :
mourned the loss of her husband, with [llustration 22: John Shanley (1824-1893).
their son John in her arms.

After his mother married Myles Reilly, John would have grown up with his mother’s new
family in Ardagh. On October 29, 1847, John Shanley and Mary Reilly'" stood baptism
for Bridget Reilly, the daughter of Thomas Reilly at Ardagh-Moydow parish.

John married a woman whose name was, quite ironically, Mary Reilly in Ireland and they
immigrated to America, arriving in New York on March 27, 1848 aboard the Columbia

14 Petition for Citizenship, Boston Massachusetts, February 26, 1851. Some records
place his birth as 1823.

¢ Newspapers, Longford Library, County Longford, Ireland.

7 This Mary Reilly was probably either John's half sister Mary (abt. 1829-1886) or his
future wife, also named Mary Reilly (abt. 1830-1852).
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from Liverpool along with 390 other passengers.'*® His first child, a daughter they named

Mary, was born in New York in 1849.'¥

Mary Sheridan
m. Lawrence Shanley
|
John (1824-1893)
ml. Mary Reilly
|
Mary (1849-1921)
m. William O’Hara
m2. Elizabeth Reahl
|
Lawrence Thomas (1857-1884)
(unmarried)
James Francis (1859-1928)
(unmarried)
Eliza Ann (1860-1922)
m. James Mahoney
Catherine (1862-1878)
(unmarried)
Sarah Jane (1864-1948)
(unmarried)
Annie (1868-1907)
m. Bernard O’Donnell
John E. (1869-1878)
(unmarried)
Unknown female (?-1876)
(unmarried)

By September 13, 1850 John, 26, Mary, 19,
and their daughter Mary, 1, had moved to
Randolph, Norfolk County, Massachusetts.
The cottage industry of boot making had
grown into a factory system in Randolph by
the mid-19th century, providing
employment for many immigrants. The
Shanleys took in a boarder in Randolph,
Thomas Farrell, 20. John was working as a
boot crimper and Thomas was a boot
trimmer.

John and Mary’s happiness in their new
country was short lived. Mary died on
November 30, 1852 of consumption. She
was 22 years old."™ After his wife’s death,
their daughter, Mary, was sent to live with
John’s half brother, Patrick Reilly and Pat’s
wife, Catherine, providing a stable family
environment for the child. John moved to a
boarding house in Stoughton, and in 1855
was still making boots. Stoughton is about
five miles from Randolph, and both towns
are just south of Boston.

John married a second time to Elizabeth
Reahl"! of Stoughton on January 31, 1857
in Boston. The marriage ceremony was

performed by Reverend Michael Caroker. Elizabeth, born in County Cavan, Ireland in
September 1833, immigrated to America around 1851 or 1852. Called Eliza, she was the

daughter of James Reahl.'”

18 Petition for Citizenship, Boston, Massachusetts, February 26, 1851. John and Mary
Shanley (Shanly), passenger manifest, Columbia. Mary’'s age on the manifest is correct

but John’sis 4 years off.

14 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York. Deposition of Mary Shanley O’ Hara in the

Bridget Brady probate case. 1910.

B0 FHL film 1,954,512, Randolph, Massachusetts deaths. Number 71, page 142. Town
of Randolph. From the records of Saint Mary’s Catholic Church.

151 Reahl is sometimes rendered Rehill.

132 Elizabeth R. Shanley obituary, February 19, 1920, The Western World newspaper,

“ Catholic Newsin lowa” .
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John filed his petition for citizenship on February 26, 1851 in Circuit Court in Boston and
was naturalized and a voter by 1865.'* He continued to work making boots in Randolph
and by the 1865 Massachusetts state census he and Elizabeth had five children:'>*
Lawrence Thomas, named for his grandfather, born December 20, 1857'**; James Francis,
born March 19, 1859; Eliza Ann, born April 23, 1860 in Stoughton, Norfolk County'*;
Catherine, born March 21, 1862 in Stoughton'”’; and Sarah Jane, born September 22,
1864 in Randolph.””® John’s oldest daughter Mary was not with the family in 1865. Pat
Reilly had moved to Dakota County, Nebraska, just outside Sioux City, lowa, in 1858 and
Mary was sent to live elsewhere. A daughter Annie was born June 22, 1868.

In April 1869'* John and Elizabeth Shanley moved West. The Homestead Act had been
passed in 1862 but John settled in Sioux City instead of filing a farm claim. Did he go
West due to the building of the transcontinental railroad and the commercial opportunities
that afforded? Or did he go because his half brother Pat Reilly was settled and a
successful farmer, just outside Sioux City? Once again, his oldest daughter, Mary, now
an adult, stayed behind in the East.

There are two surviving letters from 1886 written by John’s daughter Annie, to her great-
aunt Biddy Casey. The letters provide a window on the family and give a hint of the
personalities involved. Most of all, they provide threads to identify some of the family’s
adventures through life.

The Shanleys lived at 313 Bluff St., Sioux City, on a site overlooking the town and the
Missouri River. In 1870 they had four boarders and a domestic servant. In 1880 they had
only two boarders living with them, Peter and James Murray, laborers from Vermont.

Two more children, a son and a daughter, were born in lowa. In an 1886 letter, Annie
mentioned that her father had an easy government job, and her brother Jim, who had been
a city weigh master and a Deputy Marshall, had been newly elected as City Marshall.

She said he had little to do but to enforce the laws and that it was an important job
requiring a $10,000 bond to be posted.

Annie went on to update her great aunt on the rest of the family and to inquire after Biddy
Casey’s family.

1331920 Federal Census, Soux City, lowa, taken on January 7, gives 1860 as the
naturalization date for Elizabeth Reahl Shanley who would have achieved naturalization
only as a side effect to that of her husband, John, or her father James.

134 1865 Massachusetts state census, May 25, 1865.

135 Massachusetts Births, Soughton, 1857, page 335, number 192, Lorenzo Thomas
Shanley.

13 Massachusetts Births, Soughton, Norfolk County, 1860, page 334, number 46.

137 Massachusetts Births, Soughton, 1862, page 331, number 36.

158 Births Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1864, page 289.

13 | etter from Annie Shanley to Bridget Casey, May 21, 1886.
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[llustration 23: Bi rdseye View of Soux City in 1866. J.J. Schlawig Residence, Sxth
and Nebraska Streets, in foreground.

Sioux City, including the adjoining parts of Nebraska, had a large Irish community.
Annie mentioned in one of her letters that Mary and Margaret Bracken, cousins of Biddy
Casey, lived in Jackson, Nebraska. They were daughters of Biddy Gerety Bracken who,
along with her five sisters, were first cousins of Biddy Casey. Biddy Bracken had
operated a store selling meal near the chapel in Clonbroney, Ireland.'®

Mary Bracken, was married to Thomas Sullivan and Margaret (Maggie) Bracken to
Mike Cain. For more information on the Sheridan/Masterson/Bracken connection,
see the chapter, “The Cousins — The Masterson Connection.”

The Shanleys were prominent in the Irish community of Sioux City. When the first
Catholic school opened, the Shanleys were on hand to welcome the Sisters of Charity,
who would teach at the new school. The two oldest boys joined the volunteer fire
department. The Shanley family, for the most part, would live out their lives in Sioux
City.

10| etter from Bridget Brady to Bridget Casey, May 21, 1886.
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John Shanley died there on July 18, 1893'%" of heart failure and was buried at Calvary
Cemetery in Sioux City. His wife Eliza survived him by many years.

In the Federal census of April 10, 1910 Eliza and her daughter Sarah Jane were at the
Bluff Street house with a boarder, Clara Dineen, a teacher.'® Only three of the Shanley
children were still alive in 1910: Lizzie, James, and Jannie (Sarah Jane).

e [\ 3 T L

Illustration 24: Grave of John anl ey, Calvary Cemetery, Soux City, lowa. ©
2011

By 1920 Eliza had moved from Bluff Street to 1621 Douglas Street where she died on
Wednesday, February 11, 1920 of senility. She was 86. Funeral services were held at the
Cathedral of the Epiphany, old St. Mary’s Church, on Saturday, February 14, 1920, and
burial was in the family plot in Calvary Cemetery alongside John.

John Shanley was survived by the children of his daughter, Lizzie. Sarah Jane and James
never married and Annie had no surviving children.'® John’s oldest daughter Mary and

' qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York. Deposition of Mary Shanley O’ Hara in the
Bridget Brady probate case. March 9, 1910.

12 This census says Eliza is the mother of seven children but in reality she had eight.

' Qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York, Op. Cit., 1910.
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her husband William O’Hara had one child, Mary, who died in New York in 1958,
unmarried. The Shanley children were civic minded and involved in their community
and are included here in some detail.

.

Illustration 26: Grave of Elizabeth Reahl Shénley (1834—1920) Calvary
Cemetery, Soux City. © 2011
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Mary J. Shanley O’Hara

Mary Shanley, John’s oldest daughter and his only child with his first wife, was born
December 24, 1849 in New York.'* In the 1880 census, where she is living with her
aunt, Bridget Reilly Brady, her place of birth was given as Putnam County, a New York
county that borders Connecticut on the way to Massachusetts. Her family had moved to
Randolph, Massachusetts by September 1850, so perhaps she born on the trip north.

When her mother died in 1852, Mary was sent to live with her Uncle Pat Reilly’s family
in Randolph. She was about 9 when Pat moved to Nebraska and she did not move with
him. Since her father John and his second family have not been found in the 1860
census, it’s not known if she lived with him for a time after he remarried. She was not
with her father in 1865 in Massachusetts.

Mary was living with her Aunt Bridget Brady in 1880 in Brooklyn and married William
O’Hara, a worker in a blacksmith shop and a boarder at her aunt’s house, about 1881.
William was born about 1850 in Ireland and came to America in 1863.'” In a letter dated
December 4, 1896, Bridget Brady mentioned that John Shanley’s oldest daughter was
married and living “here”, meaning in Brooklyn. Mary and William O’Hara owned their
home at 414 Baltic St., Ward 10, in Brooklyn, free and clear.

Mary had only one child, Mary R., born May 14, 1882, at 4 AM, at 9" Avenue and 17"
Street, in the 8" Ward. Mary was 33 at the time and William was 30.'%

William was a fully employed ‘horseshoer’ in 1900. In the 1905 New York state census,
William was still a ‘horseshoer’ living with his wife Mary, at 414 Baltic Avenue, and their
daughter, Mary, who was working as a servant.

William O’Hara died on November 18, 1912. His estate was probated by his widow.
After all her Aunt Bridget Brady had been through when her husband Pat died, and after
all Bridget Brady’s relatives had been through when Bridget herself died, William had no
will and died intestate. Probate was filed December 2, 1912, by his widow and daughter.
Curiously enough, William was listed as not ‘seized by real estate’ but with a personal
estate of not more than $700.

1% Death Certificate Mary J. Shanley O’ Hara, July 28, 1921, Brooklyn, New York,
number 12880, FHL film 2,027,536. The death certificate gives her year of birth as 1850
but Mary was one year old in the 1850 census in Massachusetts, taken September 13,
1850.

15 Federal census, 1900, Brooklyn, New York, June 6, 1900, Enumeration District 144,
Ward 10, Sheet No. 7. The ages for both William and Mary are badly mangled on this
census, asis Mary’s birth place.

1% Brooklyn Births, New York, certificate number 4026, FHL film 1,324,377.
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Mary Shanley O’Hara was still at 414 Baltic when the Federal census was taken on
January 10, 1920. Her daughter, Mary, was with her. The widow O’Hara owned her own
home. Her daughter was not married and worked as a saleslady in dry goods.

Mary J. Shanley O’Hara lived the rest of her life in Brooklyn and died at 12:10 AM on
July 28, 1921, of chronic endocarditis and sclerosis at Brooklyn State Hospital.'” Her
funeral was at St. Agnes Church August 1, 1921. She was 71 years old and was buried at
Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn on August 1, 1921, section BBBB, row 40, plot 114.
No probate records for her have been located. Her daughter Mary continued to live in
Brooklyn, died in June 1958 and was buried in the same plot at Holy Cross on June 13,
1958. She never married.

17 Kings County, New York, Deaths, 1921, certificate number 12880.
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Lawrence Thomas Shanley

“What means the toll of funeral bell fromout &. Mary’s Shrine,
And solemn sound of sad farewell and firemen all in line?
The funeral knell of gallant soul from earth to heaven fled;
And manhood'’s tears shed by the bier, of manly manhood dead ...
... Son of the Celtic race farewell ...”

— John Brennan, The Dead Fireman

Born December 20, 1857 in Stoughton, Massachusetts,'® Lawrence Thomas was the
oldest of John and Eliza Shanley’s children. Educated in Massachusetts and Sioux City,
he was bright enough to skip a year in school. He worked first as a messenger boy with
Colonel Sullivan, chief of the U.S. Army commissary department in Sioux City. He rose
to the position of storekeeper and worked with officers in the commissary and

quartermaster departments in Yankton, South Dakota, Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Denver,
Colorado.'”

Lawrence returned to Sioux City about 1881, still a young man, and took a position with
Jandt and Tompkins, a wholesale dry goods store. His brother Jim had volunteered for
the fire department on February 26, 1880. Following in his younger brother’s footsteps,
he volunteered for the fire department on January 10, 1882."° “It seemed the young Irish
boys loved the danger and the excitement involved in fighting fires.”'™

Called Larry by his contemporaries in Sioux City, Lawrence was quickly elected foreman
of Engine Company #1. “The series of fires in the residence part of the city last winter
brought on exposure, and at several fires he remained for hours wet to the skin ...”"”* On
a bitter cold winter day in 1884, while fighting a fire at the home of George D. Perkins,
the owner of the Sioux City Journal, Lawrence was fatally injured.'” He died Sunday,
May 25, 1884 after suffering the ill effects of his injuries for ten weeks.

A beloved figure in the town, the city gave him one of the largest funerals to date with
more than 75 carriages in procession with the mayor and the city council, along with the
city fire engine and the hook and ladder companies. Two bands played a dirge as the
procession proceeded along Fourth Street. Besides paying for the funeral, the city voted
to pay his medical bills for the entire time he was ill.

1% Massachusetts Births 1841-1915, 004341180, Image 23 of 1088, FamilySearch.org.

1% Obituary, Lawrence Shanley, Soux City Journal, May 27, 1884.
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" Grace T. McCarty, June 12, 1937. Lecture at the Woodbury County Courthouse, Soux
City, 1A.

172 Op. Cit., Obituary, Lawrence Shanley, May 27, 1884.

' Op. Cit., McCarty, June 12, 1937.
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The first Sioux City fireman to die in the line of duty,'”* Lawrence’s death certificate
states he died of ‘congestion of the brain’, rheumatism, and malaria. His physician was
B.A. Guyton, Sr. and the undertaker was A.J. Millard. He was buried in Calvary Catholic
Cemetery at Sioux City. Just 26 years and 5 months old, he was working as a clerk at the
time of his death.'”

Congestion of the brain, or encephalemia, is associated with brain swelling. The blood
vessels become suffused with blood. The face can be flush, the eyes suffused, and
delirium can result as well as loss of speech resulting in apoplexy and sudden death.

Perhaps Lawrence was struck on the head
while fighting the Perkins fire. The details
may never be known but suffice it to say, the
people of Sioux City felt he died a hero’s death
and their judgment must be accepted. He was
a man of even temperament and in the words _
of his employer, “He had no faults.”'’® Called fa. Firefighter

“the ... dearest of all” his family clearly loved LAWIC Shanley
him."” No better epitaph could be found. N\ SERVICE
Lawrence was honored with a plaque on the / . 1884

riverfront Heroes Walk in Sioux City. "

Ty

FIRE
RESCUE

Four years after his death, in 1888, the Sioux
City Fire Department became a professional,
paid fire department.

[llustration 27: Lawrence Shanley's
Heroes Walk Plaque ©
historyculturebybicycle.blogspot.com
2015

17 Soux City Fireman's web site.

175 FHL film 1,451,569, death number 238.

176 Goux City Tribune, May 29, 1884

77 Letter from Annie Shanley to Bridget Sheridan Casey, May 21, 1886.
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OBITUARY.

*)onw of Lawronco Shnnley—n tne Lince
joflPuty—Councll Refolutlony—The Filro-
p--Funornl Arrnngomonty. ’

q NLEY -lu Hionx Lity, lo.,
Lawrenoo Blinolpy,! ngod 2
B v

m Lhe fire bells tojled on Hinday even.
ifizens knew Lhat] Larry §hanley wos
r.jtml_. They hud heard 9 his lodg sickness,
of thejdernanged mind tl'.ilriug e last duys,
ujul Hley knew o Suturflay thatiull hopes of
“biis I‘i.' overy had gone. IBuat the (olling of
e e Diells smld--nud%'liucm‘ though they
had b:1pﬁclud il tu end ll&ls wiy.

nra.n' vhio died Sunday.cvening
himaclf such o universdl fuvorife, not only
in thiefstore where e wia cmpléyed, in the
Mre dofnpany,of which he was fu [emun, hut
among the people of lhu&clty genprally, that

. on May -
1pad, yonos and 0
wonfl

lll;{

The '3'uung
hutdd made

it sqegned aus If it conld not b lhnl Lhis
promipe of o useful dnd brill
must, plter all, be cut Off . just
upcnt g.. 5 . :
" Lalwfence Bhanley wag born inlStoughton
Centby|, Mass., Dccember 25,1853  In 1804,
Lis falher, John Shanley, removed to Sloux
City : With bls family. Lawrene aquired
most qL his cducatlou in our pub}c sthools.

bt carcer
us It was

The wliter remembers Irurlccn years ago of
‘his belng promoled over onc yeur, Lhe only
in the schools that had 3hat honor
Ou leaving: sthool Jje took u

‘chief of the commigsary deparlimeat at
this city. llc rose froa Lhut plpee to the

 fesponsible one df etorekgeper, and
was \rith scvernl officerslin the cdmmissary
rtermuster departments, going with
lderkin to Ynnk[uu, aud ¥from thut
town; jo-Cheyenne, and! tinally (F Denver.
He dufurned to this city about three years
ago, agd took a place with Jandt &

hie Ill]ci acceplubly
slckness  came on. Ll-lc
foreman of fly engrine

omp-
until
was
ithe
cormpapy lnst January, and basiproved n
most cflicient wan in’ that di.’ﬂcll‘t place.
His deqlh was the dircet effect cf this devo-
uty. The ecries of fires iu! the resi-
dencc part of the cily last winler bfought on
exposuge, and ot several fires he {remained
for hpyrs wet to the skinfin the Lijter cold.
A nalufully strong conetitution bore up un-
der thig*for the time, but about cight weeks
ngo licfwas takon wilh Ipflammaldry rheu-
matis Tlls left hitn pome Lhree weeks
ago, byt so worn and enfocbled tsml. when
the disdasc that had racked his \nperves at-
tacked hile brain there wnuinot \'ilnll‘y snough
remain|ng to shake it off! i

-Lthe engine company, has dioc

At thf councl! mﬁéi.ir];} held at '500:1 yes-
terduy,jAldorman Tompklns, of thd fire com.

mittee, prescnted the follbwing: g
Wheleas, Lawrence Bhnulcf', fokemnou of
Iroin the cf.
f cxposure and ; diseasc poutracled
active service, and whis [n the ac-

tive disfharge of his duty: and,” !}
Whersas, The fircinen of Sioux Qily devote
vicds to the Lenddil of thu ‘-ity with-

oul any compensation, be it !
Resplyed, By the ity councell of ihc city of
ity, that Io ackuowledgengnt of the
falthfufaud valuable scivices ofthe said
Lawrenpe Shavley, and to show théir nppre.
clatioh pf the same, that the mnydd und city
coungllfattend the funcrpl of lhe{!]cccnamf,

‘and tha} the expenses of: sald fuperal, and

for mbdical atltendance during bis'sickness,
be pald py tho city, and -that the ¢ommitlee
on firp depurtment be directed tofmscertnin

‘the amdunut of sald expenses and réport the
sawme Yolthe city council at ila‘nc:*ti, regulnr
meotl 7 o

.caeutlug the resolution 1J‘llm]crnum

|] :
of thd:ifrorth of

:On
Tompkins spoke feelingl

Ahe déednsed as Lhe best fircman’crer con-

nected yith the dopartmenyt, a anap’ fearless
and without love for himstlf ywhog: fighting
n fire, Ifs death was the dirce rc:il)t. of his
devollog to duty. Other aldeymen’ spoke (o
the samp cflect. Tho resolutiop passed uman-
imougly 1

Tha fite department utku alled smecllug

'

decided fto attend the funcul ip g Body. The
YIfy comumitiees were gpoin_lcd: On
drapery] J. L. Rynu, Wm. [Ingloedue and
;o On |dochratipn, A. J.
8. Auable, A. L. Porgey .- JOu rean-
A. J. More, W] B! Folls, Jolhn
The pall beafgrs |will Jbe John
Amslar,| W. 8. Follls, avid - Igbtenbach,
Hoss Welr, Murtin Ncllan (3. A, MInred.
“I'he; Iyneral cortege, healled by Bebioberl's

More,
lutions,
Amsldr.

band, will leave the famlly reqidente, corner
of Bluff| and West Fourlly streeta,jat 9:50 a.
M, tofﬁu b, arriving at the Catlljoliejdhurch at

10 o'clofk, where there will be gl requiem
mass.| The remaina.will then b edeorted to
ithe Crjtlfolic cemetery by the fite departmeut.
Fgther Lenchan will condugt the fl!qcrnl ser-
vite. i " : .
! In thejr decp afliletion tho heren.'wiidtl family
1gve L sympnth{v of Lhe ¢ntire cophmunity.
be loss|which falls 80 hepvlly upgn them ls
ho losg of the entire ¢ainmunitj} as well.
Therejare not 80 wany men of thf: worth -of
'!L?n'ro Shanley that oue can be spared
wilhoyt being missed. | ii
it ' .

[llustration 28: Soux City Joufna], May 27, 1884.
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5“ ;-qflla Re:n‘tu at L@t. ]q‘;4
“Larry” Shanley is dead, was an-
nounced lust Sunday evening, and the
fire bells were tolled to remind his
comrides that therr friend and foreman
had passed away. The sorrow of the
tire laddies was sincere, for an etlicient
member and sturdy friend was gone
from their midst to return no more,
The Hag was hung at half inast above
the engine house, and the engine, hose
carts and Dbuilding were draped in
' mourning in honor of the departed.
. Laurence Shanley wus born in
Stoughton Center, Mass., Dec. 25, 1857,
and. was, consequently, in tha twenty-
seventh year of his age. His parents
came to Sioux City in 1869, and here, in
,the public schools, he acquired his edu-
cation. Ile tilled various positions in
the commissary department here, at
Yiankton, and other puints, until about
three years ago, when he entered the
ompluy ot Jandt & Townpking, of this
city, where he remained until his last
I sickness. Ilis ailment was primarily
"inflammatory rheumatism, cuuset by
exposure at fires in the cold last winter,
and this led to other complications,
which affected and deranged his mind,
but even with 2 naturally robust con-
stitution. he was unable to rally from
the aitack. -
! The deceased was highly esteemed hy
all who knew him and in the family
circle he was a particular favorvite. The

tawily feels this aflliction most deeply, .

and have the heart-felt sympathy of the
whols comnunity. L. A, Jandt, the
hesd of the great lirm in whose employ
. the deceased was tur the past Lhres

| years, says if he were to write his epi- '

b

At the meeting ot the council, Mon-
day morning, the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted:

\Whereas. Laurence Shanley, foreman
of the engime company, has died from
the etfeets of expusure and disease con-
tracted whilé in active service, "and
while in the active discharge of his
duuv; aml,

Whereas, The firemen of Sioux City
devole their services to the benetit of
the cily without compensation, be it

Resulved, by the cily council, of the
city of Sioux City, that in acknowledge-
ment of the faithful and viluable ser-
viees of the said Lawrence Shanley,
and to show their appreciation of the
siume, that the mayor and city couneil
attend the tuneral of the deceased, and
that the expenses of said funeral, and
for mnedical attendance during his sick-
ness, be paid by the city, and that the
committea on  fire departiment be di-
rected Lo ascertain the amount of said

expenses, amd report the same to the

city council at its next regular meeting.
‘'he funeral was held from the Cath-
olic ehurch, Tuesdiy morning at ten

v'elock, Lhe tire departtnent and city |

couneil attending in a body.
service at the church, cqnductmi by
Father Lenehan. the reinains were in-

terrml in the Catholic cemetery, and

thus furever was laid away the fawiliar
form of a devoted son, a loving brother
and a true friend. ;

NOTES.

There were seventy-five vehicles in
the funeral procession, besides the en-
gine and hook and ladder companies
and the two bands.

The northwestern bLand played =&
dirge as the cortege moved up Fourth
street.

Laurence Shanley is the first member

Atter the

the tire department has lost by deuth

| taph it should be: * [Te had no taults.”

_—

[lustration 29: Soux City Tribune, May 29, 1884.
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James Francis Shanley

James Francis, called Jim, was
born March 19, 1859'" in
Massachusetts. He graduated from
high school in Sioux City,'” and in
March 1886 was elected City
Marshall. His early career in lowa
was best summed up in the book,
“History of Counties of Woodbury
and Plymouth, Iowa”, by Will L.
Clark, et al, published in Chicago
by A. Warner & Co., 1890-1891.
An excerpt follows.

James F. Shanley, chief of police,
Soux City, is a native of
Massachusetts, and was born in
1860 (sic). Heisa son of John
Shanley, of Ireland, who was
inspector for the government for a
number of years. He began life as
a bootblack, and from that position
he rose to messenger boy for the
government. He then became C.S.

Ilustration 30: James Francis S’lanley (1859— for United Sates attor ney, T.C.

1928). Sullivan, and then was clerk and

afterward store-keeper. He

remained in the employ of the government until ten years ago. He was employed by the
city as watchman, then as superintendent of the city markets, then as deputy marshal,
and finally as city marshal, which office he held two terms. In March, 1889, he was
appointed chief of police, which position he now holds. He isa member of the Roman
Catholic Church, and takes the democratic side in poalitics.

In 1886 Sioux City was a wide open town. An early adopter of prohibition, lowa had
banned liquor statewide, but as a result of a local election in Sioux City, the ban was
ignored and saloons were licensed by the city government. Several temperance preachers
had tried to shut down the saloons and gambling houses, but without success. On the
night of August 3, 1886, the most outspoken of the temperance preachers, the Rev.
George Channing Haddock, was murdered in the street. Rev. Haddock had arrived in
Sioux City in October 1885. He died in the gutter with a gunshot wound to the neck.

178 Joux City Sunday Journal, Obituary, James F. Shanley, June 24, 1928, page 27.
17 1895 lowa state census.
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The conspirators fled the city but were pursued by Chief of Police James Nelon and City
Marshall James F. Shanley. Several plotters were arrested and brought to trial but no one
served more than three months for the murder. Prohibition finally came to Sioux City,
but didn’t last more than five years before being ended all over lowa. Ironically, the man
who shot the Rev. Haddock lived the rest of his life in Sioux City as a brewer and died
there in 1909.

In an article on the famous Haddock murder trial in the Anita, lowa newspaper, Jim
Shanley was described as a “young man, being not more than 27 years of age, but his
long experience as an officer has given him an enviable record as a terror to evil doers
and a man true to his duty. Mr. Shanley is powerfully built and his physical strength is

enormous.”'*

So perhaps little Annie had
understated the job that
faced her brother. More
likely she meant that he
could do little else because
he was so busy enforcing
the law. By 1895 Jim was
out of the marshaling
business after two terms
and was no longer the
Chief of Police."'

On December 3, 1901,
having just finished his
dinner, Jim Shanley was
standing in his kitchen Illustration 31: Soux City Jail, known as "The Little

when he was shot through ~ Brown Jug". Circa 1860s.

the window. Two men

were walking toward town

and one of them appeared to be loading a gun when it went off. The bullet hit Jim in the
abdomen. In critical condition, he was taken to St. Joseph’s Hospital where he recovered.
The shooting was ruled accidental.

Jim worked off and on as a private detective and in 1910 he was working as a railroad
detective based in Seattle, Washington'®? and San Francisco, California. He later returned
to Sioux City and resumed his law enforcement career there.

180 Anita Tribune, Anita, lowa. Thursday April 21, 1887, page 6.
181 1895 |owa state census. James' occupation was listed as ‘none'.
'®2 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York. Bridget Brady probate case. 1910
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EX-CHIEF OF. POLICE SHOT. |

' James F. Shanley of, 31oux City Shot
Through Wmdaw of Hia Home.

: Sioux (Jity, Dee. 3—Ja.mes F. Shan-
. le_v, ex-chief of police of Stoux City,
Iies. at 8t. Joseph's hospital with a
bullet in his abdoroen, and the doctora
-attending him state that his condition
18 critical. Mr. Shanley, who had just
arisen from the dinper table, was
gtanding at a window' in the kitchen of
kis home. “He saw two young. men
walking down ‘the Milwaukee track to-
ward the ciiy.  They were Joseph J.
-Malloy and Charles R, Bornschein. Mal-
.1o¥ handled his gun az if he were try-
Ing to load it. Almost simultanecusly
~with the short repoft of a rifie a bullet
¢rashed throngh the plags of the kiteh-
en window and struck Mr! Shanley: {n
the - abdomen James Shanley was
chiaf of police under Mayor E. C.
Palmer, in 1880 and 1891. In 1886,
1887, 1888 and 1889 he was city Mmar-
ghal. * His long service in the Sioux
Clty pohce department has made his
name a familiar one in western police
circles. The shooting was entirely ae-
«cidental, -

[lustration 32: lowa State Reporter,
December 6, 1901, page 35.

Still active in the community as he
grew older, Jim ran for city council in
1922 but was defeated in the primary.
After the election, the new
administration appointed him Chief of
Police once again. He was in his 60s
and Prohibition was the law of the
land. In July 1923 City Councilman
Taggert, who had appointed Jim, tried
to remove him from office supposedly
because he was letting bootleggers and
gamblers run amok. The two men had
an argument and the newspaper
reported that Jim tore off his badge and
threw it down. The councilman, set to
fire him for insubordination, was said
to have the backing of the full council,
but Jim left town for a few days to
allow tempers to cool. When he
returned, he apologized to Councilman
Taggert. In exchange, the councilman
released a statement expressing his
confidence in Jim and stating that Jim
would continue to protect the citizens
of Sioux City in his capacity as police
chief. They settled their differences
and Jim remained in office.

Jim Shanley’s name was to appear in
the newspapers many more times
before his death. During the era of
nationwide Prohibition, 1920 to 1933,
the rule of law gradually fell
completely apart. Prohibition so
utterly changed the legal landscape of

America that the original sponsor and financier of the 18™ Amendment, John D.
Rockefeller, withdrew his support and called for its repeal. Rockefeller, a teetotaler
himself, feared that lawlessness would be so widespread as a result of money from
bootleg liquor and vice, that there would be no law at all. It appears that Jim’s career fell
victim to this time of lawlessness. Not that he was corrupt. That doesn’t appear to be the
case at all. It appears more likely he stood in the way of others who may have been

corrupt.
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According to the Sioux City Journal, Jim Shanley was involved in the publication of a
pamphlet called ‘Facts’, which made its appearance in September 1924. Six or seven
issues were published prior to the November city election in 1924. The ‘Facts’ pamphlet
alleged that its purpose was to expose vice and graft conditions then existing in Sioux
City. A series of articles dealing with the interactions of public officials and members of
the underworld were printed in the pamphlets. As a result, Councilman Charles E.
Wilcox, Chief of Police Joe Young, and Chief of Detectives Joe Young brought a civil
damages suit against several citizens for $2,000 for malicious intent to defame. The suit
further maintained that these three officials had been held up to public ridicule and
deprived of public confidence and social intercourse, as a result of the publication of the
pamphlets.'®

Pat Daly, James F. Shanley, A.T. Culhane, Harry Schatz,
Charles Streigel, James W. Marshall, and George M.
Marshall were arrested and booked for criminal libel on
Monday, November 24, 1924."** The newspaper reported
that earlier Mr. Culhane had been engaged in a ‘fisticuffs’
with Councilman Wilcox.

The case appears to have died legally, before coming to
any resolution. “Because the state claimed it could not
produce two material witnesses Wednesday, the hearing of
James Shanley, former chief of police, who is charged with
criminal libel in connection with the publication of ‘Facts’
was set over until December 6. Shanley and several others
were arrested recently on the grounds that they had libeled
several officers of the city administration. When he was

Illustration 33: Jim taken into police court, Shanley appealed his case to justice
Shanley, Soux City court and was to have been given a hearing Wednesday.
Sunday Journal, June 24, One of the witnesses the state claimed it was unable to
1928, page 27. place on the stand Wednesday was E.C. Gibson, a city

detective. No more arrests were made Wednesday in
connection with the ‘Facts’ case and it is unlikely that more arrests will be made soon,
due to lack of evidence, Chief of Police Joe Young stated Wednesday afternoon.”® The
case appeared to have had something to do with 18 gallons of drinking alcohol that
disappeared from the police station.

Jim Shanley continued to live in Sioux City with his sister Sarah Jane at 508 16™ Street, a
house they were renting for $55 a month in 1925. He lived with his sister until his death.

'8 §oux City Journal, November 25, 1924.

'8 Police Booking Ledger, Soux City, lowa. 1924

185 Joux City Journal, Nov. 27, 1924, page 4. “ Shanley libel case to have a hearing next
week”
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On Wednesday April 6, 1927 the following appeared in the Sioux City Journal:
“Recovering from an attack of bronchial pneumonia, James Shanley, former chief of
police and a long time resident of Sioux City is confined at his home, 508 Sixteenth
Street. Mr. Shanley has been removed to his home from St. Joseph’s Hospital, where he
had been dangerously ill for several weeks. Dr. Frank G. Valiquette, who is attending
him, said that unless he suffered a relapse there was no further danger from pneumonia.
The illness weakened him, however, and he is unable to get out of bed ...” What the
newspaper did not report was that Jim had been diagnosed with cancer and did not have
long to live.

On Wednesday April 4, 1928 another article appeared in the Sioux City Journal: “Former
Police Chief Slightly Better Today: Slight improvement in the condition of James
Shanley, 508 Sixteenth Street, former chief of police, who has been seriously ill at his
home for the past month, was reported Tuesday by relatives. Mr. Shanley was able to
leave his bed for a short time Tuesday morning and, although he was still very weak,
appeared slightly stronger, relatives said. Mr. Shanley was chief of police during the first
term of office of Tom L. Taggert, being appointed in 1922. He did not finish out his term
of office, however, and James O’Keefe was named acting chief to take his place.”

Jim Shanley died the morning of June 23, 1928 at home, of cancer of the tongue and
throat. In an obituary the next day, the Sioux City Journal reported: “He was employed
by the federal government here and in Yankton, SD ... Although older than most men
who have occupied the position as chief, Mr. Shanley was unusually active during his last
term and personally investigated nearly every major crime in the city. He accompanied
officers to the scene of the crimes and frequently followed up clews (sic) which he
himself uncovered ... Mr. Shanley also had several years experience as a railroad
detective. After serving as chief of detectives of Sioux City, he went to the west coast
and at Portland, Oregon he was employed as a sleuth by the Northern Pacific. He later
was employed by the Santa Fe road, with headquarters in San Francisco. He never
married and had resided for years with his sister Janie Shanley, who is principal of
Dwight School.” The article described some of his many exploits. Internment was at
Calvary Cemetery on June 25, 1928.

[llustration 34: Grave of Jim Shanley, Soux
City, lowa. © 2011.
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Through his many years af conlacl
with the underworld, Mr. Shanley s
caima Loth llked and feared by the men
ho sought. Muany criminals who were
cuptured and nvieled through Mr.
shanley's activities nter supplied him
withi "Ups" tht alded him in running
diw s ol her hidnaled men.

Mp, shantey ulso had seveéral years'
exporience as o rallroad  detsctive,
After perving as chilef of delectives of
Bloux Cliy, o went 1o tho wesl coanl
jand at Pertland, Ore, ho was enw
phayed as a sleuth by the Northero
|Tacifie. [le later was employed by
[the Santa Fe read, with headguariers
In Ban Francisco.

Fur some Umo before golng wesl,
Mr., Shknley ok wup construcilon
work, and helped superviss 1w
stralghtenlng of the Missourl river
Lank near sloux City,

lla was never married, and had re-
nlded fer Years willi his alster, Allea
Junls Shanley, who I8 pelnclpal of
Dwlght sehool,

Hnew the Underworld.

e mtory of how Mr, Bhanley's
knowledges of the underworld resulls
el B capluring u murderer 18 réeculiod

—_— -
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Ly mEwEpEper meén. 1L was In the
summer of 1923, oftéer Glenn Livers
mGre, an exX-service man, had been

Jrutally kicked to death while he was

walklng slong Jowa strect with his
wife, The pollce had hurrled (o the
sceno of the erlme and had threwn
et about the south *“bolloms™ In an
efforl to caplure "“Sllm™ Shalfer, an
underworld character, who was seld
o have been the slayer.

Uhilef Sbanley himself went to the

laren surrounded by the offleéra and

with gun in hand he alded in eearch:

"limg the weeds wlong the Missourl river

bk,

Aw durknesa fell the offleers wére
withoui a clew 1o Bhaler's wherea-
bouls, aliheugh they Liad searched ev-
ery louse In the nelghborhieed. He
wan belleved to stlll be within the po-
Tew clrcie.

A mmall, ratfaced man mede his way
thireugh & crowd of police Lo Chisl
Bhanley's alde and whiipered & few
worde. ‘Tha chlef conversed sarneatly
with the fellow for a few moment,
and thet ealled bis men 1o thelr auile

mioblles and relurned o the police ala-
tlon.

His Man Surrenders.

When Interviewed bY reporiers,
Chief Bhantey gave the usua) state
menkAhat “he hoped to catch the mur
derer within o few hours™ e then

sald, confldentlally, however, thai
“Blim™ Bhwfer wos hidlug In & cer
laln houss In the “botloms.™ and

would surrender at 1 o'clock the nexl
afternoon.  “The reporiern were In
credulous, and pald litle attentlon Lo
the chiel’s predictlon.

At 1 . m. the next day ihs [ele-
plione rung In the desk sergeani's of-
flee at the old police statlon oo glalh
wireel, Leiwesn Douglas esnd  Pearl
lreels, and @ man on Lthe wire sald]
ihat lw wuy “Sllm™ Shafer, and thai
it ithe pairol wagon would go (o & des
lgnated place be would surrender,

Twe offlcers immediotely drove to
the wpot, and Bhalfer walked aut of an
alley with his hands wp. The reasvn
for Bhafer's delpyed surrender was
never wold Ly Mr. Sbhanley, Hut the oo

gurrepce dumonsirated his knowledge
of the “lenderloin®™ and thils resull-

Ing co-oprratlon which bis recelved.

[lustration 35: Excerpt from the Soux City Journal detailing some exploits of

J

im Shanley, June 3, 1928, page 3.
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Eliza Ann Shanley

Eliza Ann, or Elizabeth Ann, called Lizzie,
was born April 23, 1860 in Stoughton,
Massachusetts. Lizzie was a dressmaker in
1886, living with her parents in Sioux
City.'™

On February 25, 1889, she married an
older, well to do man named James V.
Mahoney, a widower 17 years her senior.
James was born in the town of Golden in
County Tipperary, Ireland in April 1843,
the son of Timothy Mahoney and Ellen
Trihey."” He immigrated to America in
1853 and was the secretary of the Board of
Trade in Sioux City. The ceremony was
performed by Timothy Treacy, a Catholic
priest. Their witnesses were Patrick D.
Mara and Lizzie’s sister, Sarah Jane. He
and Lizzie employed a live-in servant and
owned a spacious house at 2810 Nebraska
Street in Sioux City, free and clear.'®

[llustration 36: Eliza Ann Shanley
Mahoney (1860-1922). Soux City
Journal, January 31, 1922.

James Mahoney was associated with the Sioux City and Northern Railroad and the
Pacific Short Line and was chairman of the Sioux City Commercial Association. The
family moved to Chicago in 1900. A ‘widely known railroad man ... Mr. Mahoney had a
notable career in railroad circles. Because of his widely known capabilities as a railroad
man and diplomat, he was for years chairman of the Western Trunk Lines Committee
with headquarters in Chicago. It was this position he held when he died on October 13,
1909.”" His funeral was held at St. Ambrose Church in Chicago and he was buried at
Sioux City.'® James was survived by his wife and six children from his two marriages.

For a time after his death, Lizzie took in boarders in Chicago. In 1910 she and her three
children, all born in lowa, were at 1034 E. 47" Street, Chicago, where she had three

18 Annie Shanley letter to Biddy Casey, May 21, 1886.

'8 Return of Marriages in the County of Woodbury, lowa, for the year ending October 1,
AD 1889, license number 2287.

'8 1900 Federal Census, Woodbury County, Soux City, lowa, Enumeration District 166,
Ward 2, sheet 5.

% Soux City Journal, Jan. 30, 1922, page 5. Obituary for Elizabeth Shanley Mahoney.

1% Chicago Daily Tribune, October 14, 1909, page 16. FHL film 1,239,822, file number
11655.
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boarders, and her own income. Her daughter Marie, born April 1890, was a teacher and
her son, John S., born June 1893 was a clerk. Another daughter Catherine Frances, born
February 3, 1899, was in school.

In 1920 the remaining Mahoney family
was together at 5329 Woodlawn,
Chicago. There were no boarders with
her although Lizzie’s brother, Jim, may
have lived with her for a while in
Chicago. Marie was working as a
secretary in a physician’s office, John was
a railroad clerk, and Catherine was a
stenographer.

Lizzie was visiting in Sioux City when
she became ill on February 8, 1921. She
was treated for arthrosis deformans,
osteoarthritis. The treatment continued
for a year and she remained in Sioux City
where she died at the home of her brother
James and her sister Sarah Jane on
I Sunday morning January 29, 1922."
Illustration 37: James V. Mahoney (1843- Her funeral was at the Cathedral of the
1903). Epiphany, Old St. Mary’s Church, in
Sioux City and she was buried in Mt.
Calvary Cemetery. Lizzie’s daughter, Marie Mahoney, was the informant for the death
certificate and incorrectly specified Mary Sheridan as Lizzie’s mother. Mary Sheridan
was Lizzie’s grandmother.

She was survived by her three children and three step-children. Two of the daughters
were married: Mrs. Sperry E. Darden of Chicago and Mrs. A.J. Cunningham of Sioux
City. Marie Mahoney was not married at the time of her mother’s death. The three sons
were: John S. Mahoney of Chicago, C.W. Mahoney of Seattle, Washington, and Lewis C.
Mahoney of Downers Grove, Illinois. At the time of her death, Lizzie had one grandson,
P. A. Cunningham.'”

In 1930 Lizzie’s daughter, Marie, was in Sioux City with her aunt Sarah Jane Shanley.

I'lowa, Delayed Birth Records, 1850-1939, number 284487,
2 gandard Certificate of Death, Department of Vital Satistics,, State of lowa, 097-528.
13 Op. Cit., Chicago Daily Tribune, October 14, 1909, page 16.
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Sarah Jane Shanley

Sarah Jane, called Jannie by the family, was born September 22, 1864 in Randolph,
Massachusetts.'”* Educated in Sioux City public schools, she became an educator for
more than 50 years, first as a school teacher and then as a principal. She never married.

Jannie completed 8 years of grammar school and two years of high school. In 1888/1889
she was at the Bluff Street School, A and B primary. In 1891/1892 she was teaching 2™
grade at Mann School, at 3™ Street and the southwest corner of Bluff. She made $500 a
year teaching in 1914 in Sioux City when she was 50 years old. She was the principal at
an early landmark school, the Dwight School, at 7" and Wall Street. Established in 1880,
Dwight was a two room school, subsequently demolished in 1925. By 1943 moving into
the modern age, Jannie had a telephone and her phone number was 8-6016.

On November 19, 1923, the Sioux City Journal reported that Miss Jane Shanley was
improved after being confined to her home for two months.

Jannie retired about 1933 and continued to live in the family home which she shared with
Miss Clara Dineen for decades, along with, later, several nieces, grandnieces and
grandnephews. She died on Monday, February 9, 1948 at home. A requiem high mass
was celebrated by the Rev. Joseph E. Tolan the following Wednesday. She was the last
surviving child of John and Eliza Shanley’s eight children.

Neither the house at
313 Bluff Street nor
the one on Sixteenth
Street were still
standing in 2011.

[llustration 38: 508 16th Street, Soux City, lowa. 2]_‘L.

1 Births Registered in the Town of Randolph, in the year 1864, page 289.
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Annie Shanley

Annie L., the author of two surviving letters to Biddy Casey, was born June 22, 1868' in
Massachusetts, a year before her family moved to lowa. When she wrote to her great
aunt in 1886 she had just completed school and was not yet working. On June 22, 1894,
she married Bernard M. O’Donnell, a telegraph operator for Western Union in a
ceremony performed by Timothy Treacy, the priest who performed the marriage
ceremony of her sister Lizzie. Their witnesses were J. P. McDonnell and Jane Shanley. It
was the first marriage for both.'

Bernard was from MacGregor City in Clayton County, lowa. His father was Michael
O’Donnell and his mother was Ellen Flaherty'”’” O’Donnell.'” Bernard’s father had died
by 1880. Bernard, born December 20, 1866," had three sisters: Mary, born about 1861
who became a school teacher; Margaret, born about 1865; and Elizabeth, born about
1869. He had one brother J. P., born about 1871.

On the 1895 Iowa state census Annie and her husband lived next door to her mother in
Sioux City. Kate Sullivan, a cousin who was the daughter of Mary Bracken Sullivan,
lived with them. Kate, born July 24, 1861 in Randolph, Massachusetts,” worked as a
saleswoman, and died at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Sioux City of chronic myocarditis with
arteriosclerosis, on April 26, 1934.%"! She was buried in Jackson, Nebraska on April 28.

Annie lived in Chicago for a time, around 1897, according to her Aunt Bridget Brady and
was still there on February 24, 1903. Annie became pregnant at 39 and on February 22,
1907 the child, a daughter, was born prematurely and died that day in Sioux City. Named
Annie, the baby was buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Sioux City.**

Sweet Annie Shanley died the same day of puerperal uraemia.””® Sometimes known as
childbed fever, Annie’s was an infection of the urinary tract resulting in acute renal

15 Death Certificate, Sate of lowa, Department of Vital Statistics, 97 1704.

1% Return of Marriages in the County of Woodbury, lowa, for the year ending October 1,
AD 1894, license number 4415.

7 qandard Certificate of Death, Sate of 1owa, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, 97-07510, December 20, 1918, Bernard M. O’ Donnell.

' Jowa county Death records, 1880-1992, certificate number 3113, page 205. Ellen
Flaherty O’ Donnell, bornin 1833, died February 15, 1925 at 92.

1 Death Certificate, lowa, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 97-07510,
December 20, 1918.

% Births Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1861, page 297.

2! gandard Certificate of Death, State of |owa, Department of Vital Satistics, number
369.

202 Certificate of Death, Department of Vital Satistics, State of lowa, number 97-1705.
293 Certificate of Death, Department of Vital Satistics, Sate of lowa, number 97-1704.
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failure. She was buried three days later in Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Sioux City.
According to the probate papers for Bridget Brady’s estate in Brooklyn, Annie had no
children surviving her. Her obituary has not been found in either the Sioux City paper or
the Chicago papers, or the Sioux City Research Center.

Annie’s husband Bernard, died on his 52™ birthday, December 20, 1918 at 701 Pearl
Street in Sioux City of cardiac embolism and bronchitis.*** He was buried three days
later at Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Sioux City.

Friends of Mrs Ber. O'Donnell, nee
Annie Shanley, have heard with re-
gret of her death, in Sioux City, last
Friday. She was sick less than a
week, Mrs T J MceBride, Thos Sulli
van and Wm Riley, cousius, attended
the funeral Monday.

[llustration 39: Dakota County Herald, March 1,
1907, page 5.

2 qandard Certificate of Death, State of |owa, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, 97-07510, December 20, 1918.
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John E. Shanley

John and Eliza Shanley’s last son,
John E., was born in 1869 and died in
1878. He was buried in the family
plot at Calvary Cemetery in Sioux
City. Nothing further is known of
him.

Catherine Shanley

John and Eliza Shanley’s daughter,
Catherine, was born in Massachusetts
on March 21, 1862°” and died in
Sioux City in 1878.** Nothing further
is known about her.

[llustration 40: Grave of John E. Shanley,
Soux City, lowa. © 2011.

The Unknown Shanley Child

Annie Shanley’s letter to Biddy Casey in 1886, mentions an unidentified baby sister who
died in Sioux City, about 1876. Annie clearly stated in the letter that there were three
boys and five girls in the family.

According to probate statements by Mary Shanley O’Hara, John Shanley had seven
children in his 2" marriage, but there were actually eight, as detailed in the letter,
including those who had died by 1910. The boys were Lawrence, James, and John. The
girls were Eliza (Lizzie), Catherine, Sarah Jane, Annie, and the unidentified ‘baby
sister’.?"’

On the 1885 Iowa state census, a Georgia Shanley was living with the family, who was
14 and, surprisingly, male. However, Georgia does not appear in any other documents,
including the 1880 Federal census, and Annie clearly stated her baby sister died much
earlier. Georgia may have been a live-in servant, with the last name misstated by the
census taker.

25 Massachusetts Births and Christenings, 1639-1915, FHL film number 1,940,671, item
6, page 52.

206 |_etter from Annie Shanley to Biddy Casey, 1886.

27 1n the 1885 lowa state census, a Frank, 18, was living in the Shanley household. No
relationships were on the census. Thiswas Frank A. Long, a clothing clerk, bornin
Massachusetts, still living with the family on the 1895 census at 25.
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Mary Reilly Green Connor

_ Mary Reilly, the oldest of Myles Reilly and Mary
Mary Sheridan Sheridan’s children, was born in Ireland about 1829
m2. Myles Reilly or 1830.*® Her baptismal record was not at Ardagh-
| Moydow implying that, for a time, Myles and Mary
Mary (abt. 1829-1886) lived elsewhere in Ireland. Mary didn’t emigrate with
ml. Unknown her brothers and sisters in 1851. An August 1886
mZ U |1k|m“:|1 Green letter mentioned that Bridget Brady’s husband’s
m3. James Connor sisters “were out to this country with my sister Mary,
his sisters say”. If Mary Reilly was married in Ireland
it would make perfect sense for her to remain behind.
She was widowed at least once, perhaps twice, by the time she immigrated.”” Mary was
in New York by 1864.%"

In the 1870 census Mary, now Mary Green, was at her sister Kate’s in Manhattan with
their father Myles Reilly. Her surname from her first marriage is unknown.”"" In a letter
on December 4, 1896, Bridget Brady remarked that Thomas Sheridan, the brother of
Bernard Kevin Sheridan, was living in New York about 1864, married with a baby girl,

and used to ‘call to see my sister Mary’.>"?

Sometime between 1875 and 1878 Mary went west with her father to Dakota County,
Nebraska. She married James Connor, a widower, on August 27, 1878 at St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church in Jackson. James, the son of R. Connor and Jane Brannan, was born in
1823 in County Wicklow, Ireland. Their witnesses were Holland Boyle*"’ and Mary
Farrell of Jackson. Rev. John Lawless performed the ceremony.*'*

2% In the 1875 New York state census, Mary was 45 living with her sister Bridget and
Bridget's husband Patrick. The Federal censusin 1870 has her as 40 and in 1880 as 45.
The Nebraska marriage records give her age as 40 in 1878. Mary’s age was another one
of those moving targets. More weight should be given to the earlier census data.

299 etter from Annie Shanley to Biddy Casey, dated May 1886. It first seemed Mary’s
married names were Murphy, then Flaherty, then Connor but this proved to not be the
case. Patrick Flaherty of County Longford married Mary Reilly Murphy of Smith Street
near Nelson, a widow, daughter of Michael and Mary Reilly, on June 14, 1865 at .
Mary Star of the Sea Church in Brooklyn. A dispensation was granted for the marriage.
219 |_etter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, dated December 4, 1896.

I The 1865 census for New York County, which is Manhattan, isincomplete.

*12 The Mary Shanley of the 1880 Brooklyn census living with Bridget Brady was John
Shanley’'s daughter before she married Wiliam O’ Hara.

13 1n 1860 Holland Boyle, 12, was a neighbor of James and his first wife, Ann, in
Nebraska Territory. The Boyle family, from County Tyrone, Ireland, was quite large with
ten children, all of whom were born over a 25 year time period in Pennsylvania.
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James came to Dakota County, Nebraska on May 18, 1857 and took a claim in St. John’s
Precinct.””® He filed for a homestead in 1863 in Dakota City, Dakota County and the
claim was finalized in 1871. His first wife was Ann Flannigan, sometimes called Ellen.
In the 1870 census he was a widowed farmer with three daughters: Helen 18, born in
New York, Margaret J., 16, born in Nebraska Territory*'®, and Mary, 10, also born in

Nebraska Territory.

By 1880 James had become a liquor dealer. He and Mary were said to be ‘very
comfortable’, Irish shorthand for well off. Living with them in 1880 was a niece Jane
Reilly, 18, a sister B. Connor, 60, and four boarders. Their house was destroyed by fire
on July 28, 1884.*'7 By the 1885 Nebraska state census, they were back farming.

Mary died in Jackson, Nebraska about 1886, leaving James once again, a widower.
Annie Shanley wrote two letters that year, the last in August, and both of them spoke of
Mary as still alive, as did a letter from Bridget Brady in May, 1886. A letter in 1896
referred to Mary as having died ten years earlier so one can assume she died in late 1886,
between August and December, or early 1887. In 1893, James was living in Jackson.”"®

There is no record of Mary having had any children during any of her three marriages. If
she did have any children, none survived her,*"” but she had three step-daughters.

Margaret Connor married Michael Boyle, 27, when she was 23 years old at St. Patrick’s
Church in Jackson on March 5, 1878. Michael, born in Philadelphia, was the son of
Charles and Ellen Flannigan Boyle. Their witnesses were Michael Bolen and Mary
Connor of Jackson, probably Margaret’s sister.

Mary Connor married Patrick Gill at St. Patrick’s Church, Jackson, on July 1, 1879. She
was 19 and he was 32, born in Ireland, the son of John Gill and Marcella Fagan. Their
witnesses were Joseph P. Kenney and Mary Delongheny, both of Jackson, and the
ceremony was performed by the Reverend John Lawless.

Nothing further is known of Helen Connor.

214 Dakota County Nebraska marriage records, August 22, 1878, Record number 2, page
4.

213 \Warner's History of Dakota County, Nebraska, Pioneer Settlers of 1855, Chapter
XVII, M.M. War ner, 1893.

216 Records vary. Margaret was probably born in New York.

*7\Warner’s History of Dakota County, Nebraska, M.M. Warner, 1893, Lyons Mirror Job
Office, page 117.

> \Warner’s History of Jackson County, Op. Cit., page 233.

21 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, Brooklyn, NY. Bridget Brady probate papers, 1910,
page 33.
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Patrick Reilly

Mary Sheridan Shanley Reilly’s son, Pat Reilly, was born on November 18, 1831 in
Ardagh, Longford County, Ireland and baptized at Ardagh-Moydow on November 25,
1831.2° His sponsors were Lawrence Mulligan and Bridget Sheridan, who was quite
likely Bridget Sheridan Casey.

F

Illustration 41: Ardagh City, County Lnford, Irel d. © 2008

Pat immigrated to America, arriving in New York on the William Wirt on February 28,
1851.%' Arriving a day in advance of the rest of his siblings, he settled in Massachusetts,
making shoes where his half brother John Shanley was doing the same. Pat traveled with
Margaret Riley, 18. Her relationship to him, if any, remains unknown.

Pat married Catherine Sullivan on May 15, 1853 in Quincy, Massachusetts.”? It was a
first marriage for both. Kate, as she was called by the family, was born in June 1833 in

22 On one census Pat gave his birth date as April 1830 but this conflicts with both the
information he gave for his citizenship declaration and his baptismal information.

! The departure port, date of arrival, and place of arrival were given in his declaration
for naturalization in December 1854. The ship name came from Ancestry.com.

2 Marriages in the Town of Quincy, 1853, page 270, entry number 55.
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Ireland, the daughter of Thomas and Ellen Sullivan.””® Pat and Kate had two sons born in
Massachusetts: Miles Thomas, born February 22, 1854*** and William born about 1857.2%
By convention Miles would have been named for his paternal grandfather, Myles Reilly.

On December 23, 1854 Pat made his
Mary Sheridan declaration to become a citizen in District
m2. Myles Reilly Court, Boston. He continued to make his
| living as a shoe maker before deciding, at the
Patrick (1831-1903) age of 27, to try his luck out west as a farmer.
m. Catherine Sullivan He moved to the eastern Nebraska Territory
| in 1858, settling just outside Sioux City.”
Miles Thomas (1854-1921) Pat and Kate had several more children there:
m. Catherine (O’ Neill?) John, born about 1858; Mary, born about
William (1857-aft. 1910) 1863; and Catherine, born about 1864. There
m. Unknown may have been another child between 1858
John (1858-aft. 1910) and 1863 who did not survive. Nebraska
m. Unknown records are not yet readily available.
Mary (1863-att. 1910)
m. J. J. McBride Kate Sullivan Reilly’s mother, Ellen, was
Catherine (1864-aft. 1910) living next door to Pat and Kate in 1860 in St.
m. Thomas Casey John’s, Nebraska, with her daughter Ann and

son Peter, a shoemaker, who brought his
Massachusetts skill west with him.

Having worked first as a laborer after the move, Patrick became a prosperous Nebraska
farmer. In 1870 he had 33 acres in farming, along with another 10 acres of wood land
and 90 acres of unimproved land. The farm was valued at $1600 with another $1000 of
farm implements. He didn’t pay anyone to help him with the farm but he had a big
family to do the work alongside him. He owned 2 horses, 2 mules, 2 milk cows, 3 pigs,
and 6 head of cattle, for a total of $600 in livestock. He raised 200 bushels of Spring
wheat, 50 bushels of oats, 1 bushel of peas, 200 bushels of Irish potatoes, and 70 tons of
hay that year. He also produced 300 pounds of butter and sold $100 worth of animals for
slaughter. The value of his operation was $1300, not a bad sum for 1870.%

¥ Thomas and Ellen Qullivan were also the parents of Thomas Sullivan who married
Mary Bracken in Randolph in 1854. Mary Bracken was the oldest daughter of Biddy
Casey'sfirst cousin Bridget Gerety Bracken.

24 Massachusetts Births and Christenings, 1639-1915, Miles Thomas Riely, 22 Feb 1854;
FHL film 1,954,512. The 1855 Massachusetts census lists Margaret Reilly, two year old
female in the household, who is clearly Miles Reilly.

> AW Iliam P. Riley was born Nov. 22, 1856 in Cambridge, the son of Patrick, a
blacksmith, and Catherine. Thisis probably not him.

26 |n the 1900 Federal census, both Patrick and Kate are listed as having immigrated to
Americain 1858. Thisisclearly incorrect.

271870 Federal census, Agricultural Schedules.
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[llustration 42: Dakota County Map showing Jackson, Hubbard, Soux City, and the
Catholic Church at Summit. 1884.

By 1880 Pat had 45 acres in production and 115 acres in permanent meadows, orchards,
vineyards, etc. His farm was valued at $3000 with an additional $200 of farm
implements and $700 of livestock. He spent $150 on fences and paid a laborer $20 to
work on the farm for 2 weeks. His production in 1880 was valued at $500. He had 20
acres of mowed grass land and produced 40 tons of hay. He was the owner of 6 horses, 4
milk cows, 16 other cattle, 70 pigs and 20 barnyard chickens who produced 30 dozen
eggs. Four calves were born that year and he sold one. He made 200 pounds of butter
and farmed 20 acres in Indian corn producing 1200 bushels, 16 acres of wheat producing
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150 bushels, and one-half acre producing 40 bushels of potatoes. In addition the farm
produced 8 cords of wood valued at $20.**

Pat’s father Myles Reilly and his sister Mary, now twice widowed, came out to Nebraska
either to visit, live with, or set up farming near Pat, between 1875 and 1878.* Mary
married a third time to a prosperous farmer named James Connor in 1878. Myles, Pat’s
father, died before the census was taken in 1880.

By 1885 Pat’s son Miles Thomas had his own 160 acre farm close by in Spring Bank,
Dixon County. Miles and his wife Kate had five children, Matilda, 8, Ellen, 7, Thomas
A., 5, Anna, 3, and Patrick, 4 months, born in April 1885.%° A son William was born in
October 1886, a daughter Loretta in October 1888, a daughter Stella in July 1893 and
another son Thomas in November 1898, indicating the first son named Thomas must
have died. In all Miles and Kate had eleven children, eight of whom survived as long as
1900.%!

Pat’s son Miles went on to be the supervisor of the county poor farm in Dakota County,
Nebraska. His son William, then 28, was murdered at the poor farm in September 1916
by John Payson, 68, an inmate there. William was shot in the left leg with a shotgun.
The wound was about three inches above the knee and about four inches in length and to
the bone. An artery was probably hit as the wound bled profusely. In the course of the
leg being amputated, William died at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Sioux City, lowa. Payson
was charged with murder.”* The case went to trial in November, 1916 but the jury was
unable to reach a verdict. A new trial date was set for December but John Payson pled
guilty to a charge of assault to do great bodily injury and was sentenced to one to five
years in the state penitentiary at Lincoln, Nebraska. He served one year, was paroled, and
returned to Dakota County in 1917.%%

Miles Thomas Reilly died in 1921. His wife Catherine moved from the poor farm in
early 1922.%* They had managed it for several years.

Pat Reilly lived most of his life in Jackson, Dakota County, but by 1900, Pat and Kate
had turned their farm over to their youngest daughter Catherine and moved into town
where Pat was once again a shoemaker living on Elk Street in Jackson Village. Pat’s son
William lived a couple of houses away on Elk Street with his wife Delia, who was from
Pennsylvania, and their children Loretta, Frank, Mabel, Blanche and Helen. William

% 1880 Federal census, Agricultural Schedules.

229 Letter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Biddy Casey.

#% Nebraska State Census, 1885.

31 Federal census 1900, lowa, Woodbury County, Soux City.

2 The Dakota County Herald, Dakota County, Nebraska, September 21, 1916, page 1.
33 The Dakota County Herald, October 18, 1917, page 5.

% The Dakota County Herald, March 22, 1922, page 5.
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gave his occupation as a ‘capitalist’ in 1900.>* Pat’s daughter Mary married J. J.
McBride and was living in Jackson, Dakota County, in 1910. His son John lived in
Jackson. His daughter Katie married Thomas Casey and moved to Cleveland, Ohio.**
She died there on August 7, 1943. Thomas became insane and choked to death at
breakfast at Cleveland State Hospital on September 27, 1922.

Patrick probably died on June 25, 1903. Catherine Reilly fell ill in September of 1909
and in December she was diagnosed with pneumonia. She was living at the home of her
daughter Mary McBride at the time. Her daughter, Katie Casey, came back to visit due to
the illness.”’ Catherine died on January 13, 1910.>* Both Pat and Catherine are buried
at St. John’s Cemetery in Hubbard, Nebraska.

HOMESTEAD.

Receiver's Office (Vs Lt S, D270y 43 18@?

RECEIVER'S RECEIPT, APPLICATION,
Wi S e o0

REcEIVED of j//o//fﬁf—;/@ *"”// % /f//AZ/_/,, '&ﬁ the sum of

/;;)Lf Ay dollars
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V7 / é/ N7 %)%L of Section A% /- in Township
ﬂ of) (? s%f: Range /ﬁ 7 /” </~  under the act of

cenls; being the amount of fee

Congress approved May 20, 1862, entitled “An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on
the public domain.”

ﬁ_-/_é____ﬁ é %// % /La _%ﬁ// » 74;;5 Receiver.

[llustration 43: Patrick Reilly Homestead Receipt, May 13, 1868.

> Federal Census, Nebraska, 1900.

36 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York. Bridget Reilly Brady probate papers.
1910.

7 The Dakota County Herald, December 3, 1909, page 4.

¥ The Dakota County Herald, January 21, 1910, page 4.
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Illustration 44: Patrick Reilly Homestead Proof, May 30, 1873.
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Bridget Reilly Brady

If any relationship is to survive,
there has to be at least one person
in the relationship determined to
make it so. Every family that
survives as a unit, has someone
who becomes the heart and soul
of the family, the one who keeps
the extended family together. In
the case of this generation of
Sheridans in America, that
person was Bridget Reilly. Of all
Biddy Casey’s nieces and
nephews, she was the one who
kept in touch with everyone she
could. She often had a house full
of company. The informal Irish
society of the Sheridan family in
Brooklyn, scattered and
reforming, found a core around
which it could form, in her
house.

Born in Ireland on January 8§,
1834, Bridget was the third child,
and second daughter, of Myles

m. Patrick Brady

[lustration 45: Bridget Reilly Brady (1834-1910).

Reilly and Mary Sheridan. For most of her life she did
Mary Sheridan not accurately remember the year in which she was born,
m2. Myles Reilly which she believed to be 1835. Since she related ensuing
| family events to the year of her birth, the year of those
Bridget (1834-1910) events may be one off.

Bridget was baptized in County Longford, Ardagh-

Moydow parish, on January 18, 1834.%° Her sponsors
were Thomas Farrell and Catherine Ward. There were two Catholic Churches in Ardagh-
Moydow at the time. St. Mary’s Church, or the Church of Our Lady, in Moydow,

»? Father Francis Kelly of Granard indicated that the situation with record keeping at
that time was wor se than generally believed. He indicated that for atime, it wasillegal
for Catholics to keep records of such things. Having an existent record relating to a
person conferred a legal sort of personhood on them and the English government, up to
the repeal of the Penal Laws in 1829, would not allow Catholics that recognition.
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replaced an earlier church on approximately the same site in 1840. The second church,
the Church of St. Brigid, in Ardagh, replaced an earlier T-shaped church on the same
grounds. Built between 1878 and 1881, St. Brigid’s remains a spectacular architectural
example of churches of its type and is one of the finest in Ireland. It can be seen
approaching Ardagh from the East.*** The Reillys would have been baptized in the earlier
church on that site in Ardagh.**!

Bridget attended the wedding of John Casey and Biddy Sheridan when she was 11.>* In
a letter to Biddy Casey, she mentioned others who had attended the wedding, including
Bridget and Mary Bracken,*” and reminded her aunt of various relationships in the
family. She stood as godmother for Biddy Casey’s second son, Patrick, at his baptism in
Ireland in 1849. Bridget mentioned in one of her letters to her aunt that people tell her
she favors her aunt in appearance.

Bridget Reilly emigrated with other members of her family, leaving Liverpool on the
Ashburton arriving in New York on March 1, 1851, nearly a year after John and Biddy
Casey’s immigration to Virginia. The family unit on board was comprised of Bridget
Riley, 17, Thomas Riley, 14, Catherine Riley, 14, and Brian Riley, 10.*** Traveling with
them was Margaret Riley, 55,**° James Sheridan, 22,** and Patrick Rooney, 18. The
Ashburton was carrying 350 passengers in steerage on this trip. Nine passengers died
during the voyage and were buried at sea.

While there were several other Rileys and Sheridans on the ship, these were grouped
together and so, can generally be assumed to be traveling together. Bridget’s sister Mary,
who was already married, was not on the Ashburton and one of the letters indicated she

% The Church of Ireland at Moydow Glebe, built in 1765, and rebuilt between 1830-
1835 after afire, has a very old cemetery which includes graves of Roman Catholic
families. Perhaps some of our Sheridans or Reillys arethere. Located to the West of
Ardagh, the windows of the church are very similar to those remaining from the original
S. James Church at Clonbroney.

1 Patrick Reilly's declaration for citizenship in 1854 stated that he was born in Ardagh.
*2 The surviving letters from Bridget Reilly span the 1880s to the early 1900s. During
thistime in her life she confused the year of her birth, consistently referring to it as 1835,
when in fact, it was 1834. Because she cal culates references to events according to her
age at the time, it is difficult to know if the event should be calculated from 1834 or 1835.
* See the chapter “ The First Cousins — The Masterson Connection” in this volume, for
the relationship of the Brackens to the Sheridans.

* Brian, Bryan, and Bernard are interchangeable in Irish records. While Bridget Reilly
Brady's brother was baptized Bernard, Ber nardus was often used as the Latin version of
Bryan.

5 Letter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, August 1886, indicated that Mary
immigrated separately from the rest of her brothers and sisters.

6 A James Sheridan was born in 1830 in Granard whose father was Bernard Sheridan
and whose mother was R. McDonnell.
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came to America after the rest of her siblings. Bridget’s brother Patrick, had arrived the
day before his brothers and sisters on the ship WIliam Wrt.*’

Bridget probably worked as a domestic in Brooklyn, or Massachusetts, for a time. She
married Pat Brady, in New York, by 1865. Pat was from Loughill,** a townland in
Clonbroney parish, and was the son of Paddy and Kitty Dolan Brady.”** His mother was
a sister of Lamy Dolan of Larhard*’. In an 1886 letter Annie Shanley told Biddy Casey
that Pat’s family was not the Owen Brady of Graffogue®' that Biddy knew.

W e

i A

[llustration 46: Plaque in . Mary’s Chrch, Granard, Ireland. Owen Brady of
Graffogue was known to Biddy Casey.

On December 29, 1865 Patrick Brady contracted with Elizabeth Taber to pay $2,200 for a
four story home at 885 Pacific Street in Brooklyn®* and he and Bridget settled in there
for the duration of their married life. Bridget opened her doors to her fellow Irishmen
and her extended family and lived there until she died.

*7 Also traveling on the Ashburton was Thomas Sheridan, bornin 1796, with several
members of his family. Passenger Manifest, Ashburton, page 4. The names and ages are
poorly written but this could be other immediate family members of Biddy Casey.

8 |etter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, August 1886, says Pat was from Loughlin
in Clonbroney which is probably actually Loughill or Laughil in Clonbroney.

9 1n the Tithe Applotment Book for Loughill, Clonbroney, there is a tenancy entry for
"Brady, Patrick and Sons' encompassing slightly less than 9 acres of land in 1825.

2% This could be Lisard in the parish of Clonbroney.

»11n &. Mary’s Church in Granard, there are several brass plates that were preserved
fromthe old Granard church when the new one was built in the 1860s. These plates had
been placed on pews in the old church by family members or friends to encourage
worshipersto say extra prayers for these relatives.

2 Conveyances, Book 687, Page 310, Kings County, New York Land Records, image 145
of 650, FamilySearch.org. New York, Land Records, 1630-1975," images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-33201-5356-527?

cc=2078654& wc=M9IM4-LTS 2049569647 : accessed 02 Dec 2013), Kings >
Conveyances 1865-1866 vol 687-689 > image 172 of 650.
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IIIustratlon 47: Bridget Brady’s House 885 Pacific Street, circa
1939. New York City Archives.

Pat Brady was a builder in Brooklyn and they appear to have been very happy in their life
together. She was certainly devoted to him and he appeared to be to her. In 1886 she
wrote to her aunt that she ‘wants for nothing and is as happy as can be.” Although they
never had children of their own, their house was a beacon to all their relatives.
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In several of her letters Bridget asked for pictures of her aunt, her uncle, and her West
Virginia cousins. Clearly because she could not meet those cousins, or see her long ago
relatives from Ireland, she longed at least to be able to see their faces in a photograph.
She would have personally known Nicholas and Sarah Ann Casey from the Ireland days.

From the letters it appears that Bridget first made contact with her aunt on May 20, 1886,
after a long separation. Having brought her aunt up to date on all the family news, she
mentioned the real purpose of the letter, to inform Biddy of the Sheridan/Blake probate
case winding its way through the English courts, and to seek her aunt’s assistance in
identifying various Sheridan family connections.*”

In another 1886 letter Bridget tells her aunt that her husband’s sisters, Bridget, Ann, and
Mary, used to see Biddy Casey frequently at the ball alley in Clonbroney. This would
have been a ball alley used for the old Irish sport of hurling.

Bridget lost her husband

very suddenly on July 6, BRADY—8uddenly, on July € PATRICK, be-

1896 to heart failure. He loved husband of Bridget Brady, a native of

collapsed and died at 230 lhet perish of Clumreny, Coumty Lonxford,
) Ireland,

Duffield Street. His funeral Reatves and friends are invited to attend the

was held at old St. Joseph’s funeral from his late resldence, 880 Pacific s,

. on Thuraday, July % at 9:30 A. M.; thencs, 10
Church on Pacific Avenue. St. Joseph's Church, where & solema requlem
For a year thereafter she mass will be offered for the repose of his soul.

followed strict mourning
with her letters tinged in
black, both the paper and
the envelopes. She wrote
often to her aunt of how very much she missed him and after his death, as her health
began to fade, she became more fixated on religion. She continued to be the heart and
soul of the family, but she was clearly very lonely for Pat.

[llustration 48: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 8, 1896, page

Bridget had a lot of difficulty settling her husband’s estate, which amounted to slightly
over $4300, plus property. She had to hire a male co-administrator, but the estate was
finally settled on April 25, 1898. The probate papers yielded a bit more information
about Pat Brady’s family.

Pat had a brother Thomas, who preceded him in death, and Thomas had at least three
children who were still alive in 1896: Philip, Catherine, and Mary, all of full age in 1896.
Nothing further is known of Thomas’ descendants.

Pat Brady’s sister, Mary, deceased by 1896, had married a Reardon and had one son,
Joseph, who was still alive in 1896. Another sister, Ann, deceased by 1896, had married

>3 For information on this case, see Appendix 1.
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an Ennis, and had one daughter, Mary A., who survived her uncle.”* Nothing further is
known of his third sister, Bridget, but she too was obviously deceased by 1896. Although
the initial estate papers do not mention them, the settlement papers mention William L.
Bond and Joseph H. Mahon on an equal footing with his other nieces and nephews, so
these were likely other relatives.” No one objected to Bridget’s inheritance.

After she was widowed, Bridget continued to attract and welcome her relatives to her
home. Her letters reveal hints of her personality and her relationships reveal the love her
family had for her and she for them. She was very protective of her extended family,
their interests and information about them. Her picture portrays a confidence and
steadfastness and possibly provides a hint of what Biddy Casey looked like.

Over the years several of Bridget Brady’s sisters and nieces and nephews lived with her
in her house in Brooklyn. John Casey’s sisters Margaret and Esther lived in Brooklyn
and although Esther died in 1868, Bridget kept in touch with Margaret and updated her
aunt in West Virginia on this sister-in-law.>** Bridget and Pat raised their niece, Mary
Malone, in their home. Mary, the daughter of Bridget’s sister, Kate Reilly Malone, lived
with them almost her entire life and was one of two main beneficiaries of Bridget’s
will,”’ the other being various Catholic organizations.

By 1900 Bridget was no longer taking in boarders, although she still lived in the same
large house in Brooklyn. Now it was just family with her: her niece, Mary Malone, and
Bridget’s sister, Kate Malone, who by then had been a widow for several decades.”®

Bridget Reilly Brady died on March 1, 1910 of anal cancer. For one so sweet and tough
and generous of spirit, to die of such a painful disease is heartbreaking. Bridget’s funeral
was held at old St. Joseph’s Church, Brooklyn.”* She and her beloved husband Patrick
are buried at Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, Section Olive, Range R, Plot 1-4.%

>4 Administration of the Goods, Chattels and Credits, Surrogate’s Court, Administration
without a valid will, July 24, 1896. Kings County Estate Files, digital folder 004197785.
That Bridget and Pat had no children of their own was also confirmed in the 1900
Federal Census.

3 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York, Decrees, 1898, Volume 45, Page 15.

%6 See the Casey story for information on John Casey's two sisters Margaret Casey
McGrath and Esther Casey McGrath, of Brooklyn.

7 1n some census data, Mary Malone s listed as Mary Brady. While this could possibly
be the daughter of Patrick’s brother Thomas, it is almost certainly Mary Malone.

2% Like her sister, Kate Malone's birth year is one year off. She was actually bornin
October 1837.

29 0ld &. Joseph's Church was replaced with the Co-Cathedral of S. Joseph in 1912 at
856 Pacific Street.

260 A Catherine Malone, who died at 71 on April 24, 1913, is buried in the same plot
group of 16 burials, but thisis not Bridget's sister Kate Reilly Malone.
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In the 1910 census, Mary Malone was living by herself in her aunt’s house and according
to the census owned the house. Certainly the house had to be sold to fund various
bequests to the Catholic Church. There were no boarders there in 1910, although Mary’s
brother Thomas Malone lived there for a time with her. By the 1920 census Mary
Malone was no longer at 885 Pacific Street.

Bridget Brady’s estate files in King’s County Surrogate Court were 73 pages long. The
will, written in 1907, was originally contested by several nieces and nephews, on the
basis of fraud or undue influence upon Bridget at the time the will was written. There
were multiple bequests made to various Catholic charities and organizations and a priest
was a co-executor of the will. A $2,000 bequest to her niece, Mary Malone was specified
along with a $250 bequest to another niece, Catherine Reilly.

The contestants withdrew their objections and the will and codicil were settled as
originally filed. As mentioned previously, as she approached the end of her life, some of
the family letters reflected Bridget’s growing obsession with religious matters and
charities.

s

———

IIIustratli on 49: Brady Malone graves. Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn. © 2011.
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Thomas Reilly

_ Mary Sheridan and Myles Reilly’s second
Mary Sheridan son, Thomas, was baptized on February 7,
m2. Myles Reilly 1836*" at Ardagh-Moydow. His sponsors
| were James Leavy and Anna Mulligan.
Thomas (1836-1879)
m. Bridget Christina Cogan Called Tom by the family, he immigrated to
| New York with his siblings on the Ashburton
Mary F. (1871-18%4) in 1851. He lived for a time in Stoughton,
m. William Scott Norfolk County, Massachusetts, working as a
Annie (1873-aft. 1910) boot maker, living in the same boarding house
o m Unknown Adams in 1855 as his half brother John Shanley.
Thomas J. (1574-1887) Thomas petitioned for, and was granted,

c (unmarried) —— ihoonship in Boston on October 26, 1858.2
WEherime E: (1877-ait. 1915) | ¢ brothers, John Shanley and Patrick Reilly,
(unmarried)

testified on his behalf as to his residence and
good moral behavior.

In November 1870 Tom married Bridget Christina Cogan, the daughter of Thomas and
Catherine O’Connell Cogan. Born in Ireland on May 10, 1846, Christina had immigrated
about 1852. They lived in in the 25" Election District of the 11™ Ward of Manhattan
where Tom was a retail liquor dealer.

Tom’s father Myles, was staying with them in December, when the 1870 Federal census
was conducted.”® Kate Malone and her son Thomas, were living in the same building
and Mary Reilly Green, Thomas’ sister, was living next door.

Tom’s first child, Mary F., was born about 1871. Another daughter, called Annie, was
born about August 1873. A son, Thomas, was born July 29, 1874.%* Another daughter,
Catherine B., called Katie, was born around July 1877.2%

261 Tom's petition for citizenship gave his birth date as February 17, 1836. The original
baptismal record must be accepted as accurate.

%62 U.S Circuit Court, Boston, Massachusetts, volume number 10, page 105-105A.

263 Another family, with parents Thomas and Bridget, lived in the 3™ Election District of
the 20" Ward in Manhattan in the 1870 census with four children with many of the same
names as our Reillys, but each about 15 years older. This Thomas was working as a
laborer. Hisdaughter Kate, 15, was a dressmaker. By 1880 this Thomas had died and
his widow and children were at 434 West 25" Street in Manhattan.

¢ Sate of New York, Certificate of Death in the City of New York, 1887, number 615324,
FHL film 1,412,496.

%> Federal census, Manhattan, 1880 and 1900.
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Tom Reilly died quite young of paralytic dementia®*® on April 1, 1879.%" He was 44 at
the time of his death and was at Ward’s Island, City Lunatic Asylum. He had been sick
for four years. On May 14, 1866 his father in law, Thomas Cogan, purchased a burial
plot, Section 5, Avenue 10-T-4 in Calvary Cemetery. Over the next fifty-three years six
bodies were buried in that plot: Tom himself; then Thomas Cogan in September 1888 at
the age of 81, and Catherine Cogan in December 1889; then two of Thomas and
Christina’s children. The last to be buried there was his wife Bridget Christina in 1919.%%®

After her husband died Bridget Christina continued to live at 357 8" Street in Manhattan.
She went to work as a seamstress and her cousin, Mary Larkin, moved in with her. Mary,
who was single, also worked as a seamstress. The daughter of Timothy Larkin and Ann
O’Connell, Mary was born in New York.

Tom’s son, Thomas J. Reilly, died on September 6, 1887 at home at 357 8" Street of
consumption with complications of asthma. He had been sick since June of the prior year
and was buried at Calvary Cemetery. He was 13 years, 1 month, and 10 days old.**”

Calvary Cemetery, in Queens, New York, is the largest Roman Catholic Cemetery
in the United States with some three million burials, as of this writing. Comprised
of 385 acres, the first 71 acres was purchased on October 29, 1845. The first burial
occurred on July 31, 1848. Owned and managed by the Archdiocese of New York,
it is comprised of four divisions. First Calvary or “Old Calvary” located on Laurel
Hill Boulevard, between the Long Island Expressway and Review Avenue, was
filled by 1867. Second, Third, and Fourth Cavalry known as “New Cavalry” were
established in 1888, 1879, and 1900, respectively.

In 1888 Tom’s daughter Mary married William Scott and gave birth to two children,
Mary L. and Madeline. Mary Reilly Scott died on April 21, 1894 at 4:30 in the morning
at 322 East 78" Street in Manhattan of consumption. Only 22 years old, she had been
sick for about a year’” and was buried at Calvary Cemetery. William Scott who worked
as a mason, lived with Christina and the rest of the family for a number of years after his
wife’s death.

66 Paralytic dementia, a severe neuropsychiatric disorder classified as an organic mental
disorder caused by chronic meningoencephalitis that leads to cerebral atrophy.

267 Certificate of Death, The Health Department of the City of New York, 1879, #315960.
Confirmation of identity provided by Calvary Cemetery grave information, Section 5 Ave
10-T-4.

8 Multiple burials in single graves are not unusual for cemeteriesin the New York area.
26 New York, New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795 —1949. Certificate number
615324, FHL film 1,412,496.

1 Jate of New York, Certificate and Record of Death, 1894, number 13646. FHL film
1,322,876.
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In 1900 Tom’s widow Christina was still at 357 E. 8" Street, Manhattan with her two
surviving children, Anna, and Katie, and her son-in-law William Scott. Her
granddaughters were not there at that time. Anna Reilly was working as a typist and Kate
as an operator of some sort.””" By 1910 the two granddaughters were back with Christina
but their father, William Scott, was no longer there.

Anna Reilly married an Adams and moved to 67 Wilson Street in Brooklyn by 1910.>”
Katie, at 55, was still living at home with her mother in Manhattan in 1910. Christina
Reilly was not mentioned in Bridget Brady’s probate papers.””

Christina’s older granddaughter, Mary L. Scott, had married Joseph Cronin, a conductor,
around 1910 and was living in Brooklyn. Joseph was born about 1889 in the United
States and they had two children: William J., born about 1911; and Mildred, born about
1913. The entire remaining family moved in with Mary and her husband at 644 60"
Street in Brooklyn by 1915: her grandmother Christina., 71; her aunt Kate Reilly; her
sister, Madeline Scott, 23, now a stenographer; and her grandmother’s cousin, Mary
Larkin, 72.7"*

Bridget Christina Cogan Reilly died at her granddaughter’s home on 60" Street of liver
cancer with complications of anemia on November 3, 1919.>” She was buried at Calvary
Cemetery in the family grave.

Mary A. Larkin died at the same place, 644 60" Street, on November 22, 1923 three days
after suffering a stroke and was buried at Calvary Cemetery. She was 75 years old.
Arrangements for her burial were made by her sister Sarah.*’

There is no surviving picture of Tom Reilly but in a letter of April 4, 1897 Bridget Brady
writes Biddy Casey that her cousin, Thomas J. Sheridan, Jr. of New Jersey,””’ looked so
much like her own brother Tom.

271 1900 Federal Census, Borough of Manhattan, Supervisor’s District 1, Enumeration
District 393, Sheet Number 18.

12 For Bridget Brady's probate case Annie Reilly Adams was served papers at 369 East
Third Street in Brooklyn.

3 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, Brooklyn, NY. Bridget Brady probate papers, 1910,
page 34. Also 1910 census, New York City, Manhattan Ward 11, District 1655, family
number 79.

" New York State Census, 1915, Kings County, Assembly District 9, Election District 33,
Block number 3, page 27.

> New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795 — 1949, certificate number 21351, FHL film
1,324,341

%76 Department of the Bureau of Health, City of New York, Sandard Certificate of Death,
Borough of Brooklyn, 1923, certificate number 20740, FHL film 2,032,197.

*”7 Thomas J. Sheridan of New Jersey was the grandson of Bryan Sheridan (1791-1841).

102



HMuited SDtates of PAmerica.

- — -

To the Honorable the Judges of the Qircuit Court of the United Btates,
begun and holden at Boston, within and for the District of Massachuseits.

ﬁfﬁﬁtttfi“l
of’ ey

— in said District,
»._'ELT._. fg
erson, that he was born
3 5 75 /
,\gijhM on or about
the &Mm&mﬂ,\, day of in thelc‘iﬁf::ur Lord eighteen

b

hundred and b,y .SL-\\( and is now about m\—' years of
age; that he arrived af /\fw in the District of
2 \MW he United States of America, on or about the

S - day of MMF—/Qf\/ in the year of our Lord cighteen
hund and O being then a minor under the age of eighteen years ;

that it then was, and still is, his bona fide intention to reside in and become a cit-
izen of the United States of America, and to renounce all allegiance and fidelity to
every forcign Prince, State, Potentate, and Sovereignty whatsoever—more especially to
Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

whose subject he has heretofore been. Al which appears in the record of the Honorable
Court,

to wit, on the day of A. D18
L

And the said %vwm G&L“) further represents, that

he has ever _since conginued to reside within the jurisdiction of said TUnited States,
to wit, at

that he has never borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility;
that he is ready to renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign Prince,
Potentate, State, or Sovereignty whatsoever, and particularly to Victoria, Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

whose subject he has herctofore been; that he is attached to the principles of the
Constitution of the United States of America, and well disposed towards the good order
and happiness of the same.

TTAPerefore your petitioner prays that he may be admitted to become a citizen
of the said United States of America, according to the forms of the statutes in such case
made and provided.

represents .3 %f}mgaa %—\j
SV an Alwn and a free white
(/v\)r M
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[lustration 50: Thomas Reilly Declaration for Citizenship, October 26, 1858.
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Catherine Reilly Malone

Mary Sheridan and Myles Reilly’s
third daughter, Catherine, was
baptized October 28, 1837 at
Ardagh-Moydow. Her sponsors
were Thomas Reilly and Margaret
Leavy. Known as Kate to her
family, she was very close to her
older sister Bridget throughout her
life. She immigrated to America in
1851, on the Ashburton?”® with her
brothers and sisters. Like her sister
Bridget, Kate consistently gave her
birth year one off from the actual
year. She believed she was born in
October 1838 but the official
Ardagh-Moydow records place her
birth in 1837.

Kate married Thomas Malone
sometime around 1865, probably in
New York but civil marriage
records were not legally required at
[llustration 51: Catherine Reilly Malone (1837- the time.” Her daughter Mary
1909) was born around 1866 and a son
Thomas in 1868.

By 1870 Kate was a widow. To support her family she ran a boarding house in lower
Manhattan at 2 Columbia Place, an alley or rear court on the south side of East 8" Street,
between Avenues C and D.*** Columbia Place no longer exists as a place name and the
area was changed greatly by highways and bridges, but can be easily found on old maps.

Kate’s father Myles Reilly, 75, and her sister, Mary Green, 40, were staying with her in
December 1870.**" Born in Ireland about 1795 her father was still going strong in 1870

7% The 1855 NY census for Manhattan is no longer complete. They may have first lived
in Manhattan before Brooklyn. Certainly Kate did.

7 There may be some Roman Catholic Church records that could shed light on this.

%0 Federal Census, New York, Manhattan, 11th Ward, 10th District, 2nd Enumeration
District. December 16, 1870. Also OldStreets.com, a Guide to Former Street Namesin
Manhattan.

1 For some unknown reason, there appear to be two 1870 censuses for parts of
Manhattan. In one census taken June 1870, Myles Reilly and his daughter Mary are with
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and his trek through life was not yet over. He and his daughter Mary left Manhattan for
Nebraska sometime between 1875 and 1878, proving once again what an adventurous
clan the Sheridans were.

In 1877 Kate was at 405 Eighth Street running a Mary Sheridan

boarding house*** which she continued to do with her m2. Myles Reilly

son Thomas in 1880. Her daughter Mary was living | ) )

with Bridget Brady in Brooklyn, “as she (Bridget) has Catherine (1837-1909)
no children of her own.”?*} m. Thomas Malone
In the 1890 New York City directory, Kate was still Mal!y (1866-1943)
running the boarding house but by 1900 she had (unmarried)
given it up and moved in with her sister, Bridget Thomas (1868-1935)
Brady, in Brooklyn. The 1900 census confirms that (unmarried)
Kate had only two children during her lifetime and

both were still living.

Kate died at the age of 72 on March 20, 1909 in Brooklyn of hepatitis complicated by
cardiovascular disease and pulmonary edema.”® Her funeral was March 22 and she was
buried in Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn as were so many of her family. Her grave is
not in the ‘Brady/Malone’ section, however. She was buried in a predominantly Italian
section of the cemetery where her sister Bridget had a tombstone erected.

Kate’s son, Thomas Malone, died at 67 on SEANY
August 25, 1935 at Kings County Hospital.”*> A | MALONE-~-On. May 18, MA
. . . BRADY. Funeral from Peter Far-
laborer all his life, he never married. He died of | el puneral Home, 2750 Atlantic
hypertensive heart disease and was buried at | Avenue, on Saturday. Requiem
Holy Cross Cemetery. Prior to his death he lived ~|mass at St. Joseph's Church, 10

at 904 Bergen Street, Brooklyn. :err‘; SKperReny OV S QI e

While many nieces lived in Bridget Brady’s [llustration 52: Brooklyn Daily
boarding house at one time or another, the only Eagle, May 21, 1943, page 13.

one who lived there consistently for most of her

life was Mary Malone. Mary was there in the 1875, 1880, 1892 and 1900 censuses,*
and was there with Bridget in 1910. She never married and the Bradys did not formally

his son Thomas and Thomas' wife Christina. In the other census, taken in December
1870, Myles and his daughter Mary Green are with Kate Malone and her children.
821877 New York City Directory, page 956, publisher Trow City Directory, Compiler H.
Wl son.

% Letter from Catherine Mullen Davy to her aunt, Biddy Casey, August 1884. While the
1880 census has Mary Malone as Mary Brady, Bridget and Patrick’s daughter, she is not
their daughter but their niece. Bridget and Patrick were childless.

4 FHL film 1,324,185. Certificate number 5394.

* FHL film 2,079,653. Certificate number 5391.
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adopt her,” but she used the Brady name at times. She received approximately half of
her aunt Bridget’s estate, an amount second only to the Catholic Church. Mary Malone
died on May 19, 1943 of natural causes after being hospitalized for two months. She was
buried with her brother in Holy Cross Cemetery in the Brady/Malone plot. An enduring
mystery surrounds her. Her death certificate states her father was Andrew Brady and her
mother Catherine Reilly, that she was born in Ireland about 1886, a description which
does not fit Kate’s daughter Mary Malone. The informant was her executor, Robert J.
Fitzsimmons. Holy Cross Cemetery has her age as 76 implying she was born in 1867
which very much fits Kate’s daughter. The obituary in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle was for
Mary Brady Malone and she was buried with Kate Malone’s son Thomas.

No letters from Kate Malone survive, so her personality remains a mystery but her
appearance does not. Bridget Brady sent a picture of her sister to Biddy Casey in West
Virginia. Her likeness, taken by Louis Gogler, a German photographer, portrait painter,
and crayon artist, survives. Mr. Gogler’s studio was at 350 — 352 Bowery in Manhattan,
from about 1867.

[llustration 53: Inscription for Catherine Reilly Malone (1837-
1909). Holy Cross Cemetery. Brooklyn, New York.

%6 The name is Marie Brady in 1910 and the birth year is dightly off. This could be
Patrick Brady's niece Mary Brady but is most likely Catherine Reilly’'s daughter, Mary
Malone.

#7 Satement made in Surrogate Court during probate of Bridget Brady's will. 1910
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Illustration 54: Grave of Catherine Reilly Malone (1837-1909).
Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, New York.

Kate Malone, on the right, bears a resemblance to the woman in the tintype
believed to be Bridget Sheridan Casey, on the left.
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Bryan Reilly

_ The youngest of Mary Sheridan’s and Myles Reilly’s
Mary Sheridan children, Bryan,” was baptized on January 8, 1841 at
m2. Myles Reilly Ardagh-Moydow. His sponsors were John Reilly and
| Bridget Sheridan, who was very likely Biddy Casey.
Bryan (1 Kﬂlﬁ]-]ﬂﬁl} Called Brynie by the family he immigrated to America with
(unmarried) his brothers and sisters and lived in Randolph, Norfolk
County, Massachusetts with his older brother Pat and Pat’s
family.**

After Pat moved to Nebraska, Bryan lived in Stoughton, Massachusetts, Norfolk County,
where he died on June 6, 1862 of a brain concussion due to an unspecified accident.””
He was 21 years old.

His official death record provides no other information although Annie Shanley wrote to
her great-aunt Biddy Casey that Bryne (sic) Reilly died in Massachusetts in 1862.*' He
had been gone for so long, that by the time his sister, Bridget Brady, passed away in
1910, there seemed to be no memory of him at all among his surviving nieces and
nephews in Brooklyn.”*> Hopefully more information about the circumstances of his
death can be found later in a Stoughton newspaper from the time, if such a paper exists.

Miscellaneous Reilly Notes

A child named Miles Reilly was born on April 20, 1864 and died on November 27, 1864
in Brooklyn. No parents were listed on his death certificate. He lived at 303 Water Street
in the 3" Ward and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery. Birth certificates were not
mandatory at the time but church records, if they exist, could reveal more information
about his baptism or his funeral and possibly reveal the names of his parents.

* The name Bernard in the record is the Anglicized version of the Irish Bryan.

%9 1855 Massachusetts state census, September 4, 1855.

0 FHL film 960,181, volume 157, page 311, number 82. The name on the certificateis
Barney Riley.

#1 Letter from Annie Shanley to Biddy Casey, dated May 26, 1886.

2 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, Brooklyn, NY. Bridget Brady papers. 1910. Thereis
no mention of her brother Bryan.
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Bryan Sheridan’s Descendants

Bernard Kevin Sheridan

Bryan Sheridan’s oldest son, Bernard Kevin,
called Kevin by the family, was born about
1830 in Ireland, most likely in |
Edgeworthstown. Kevin may have Bernard Kevin (abt. 1830-1895)
immigrated to Australia with his mother and .

her second husband, Richard Darby, around (unmarried)

1849-1851, but if he did, he did not stay long.

He most likely came directly to America with his brother Thomas, on the Fagin Bealac,
landing in New York City on May 17, 1847,” before his mother and step-father departed
for Australia. His brother Thomas was definitely in New York by the early 1860s but
Kevin has proved harder to find there. He may have been living with the Peter Masterson
family in New York City in 1850.%*

Bryan Sheridan
m. Honora Hynes

Kevin was in San Francisco, California by the early 1870s and may have begun his career
in 1871 and 1872 as a driver for the Omnibus Rail Road. This would have given him a
start in the town.” By 1873 he had an express wagon business in San Francisco, a
business he continued to operate for two decades. During this time he used both Bernard
and Thomas as a first name, as well as B. K., in city directories from 1873 to 1894, with
the same business and residential addresses. When he died his obituary in the Evening
Call gave his name as Thomas B. K. Sheridan. So he was obviously known by both
names, as well as by his initials, B.K.

Kevin’s express business was first located at the northwest corner of Sacramento and
Kearny Streets, later at the southeast corner of Sacramento and Dupont Streets. In June
1880 he lived at 708 A Commercial Street near Clay,” in a boarding house with other
laborers from France, Japan, Germany, Switzerland, Canada, England, Louisiana, Ireland,
and more. Kevin was in contact with people far different than he, but like him, they had
all arrived to forge new lives in a challenging environment. The famous Emperor

% The Fagan Bealac departed Dublin and landed in New York with 178 passengers on
May 17, 1847. The passenger manifest, page 3, shows Bernard Sheridan, 18, traveling
with Thomas Sheridan, 13. Also on board was Etty Darby, 26 years old, and John
Darby, 20, a mechanic. The Darbys were not traveling with the Sheridans or with each
other given their positionsin the passenger manifest. Also on board were three members
of the Hynes family: John, 27, William, 21, and Nicholas, 18, all bakers.

2% Peter Masterson’s age (59) and country of origin (Ireland) could indicate an uncle.

¥ Gan Francisco City Directory, 1871, 1872. Thomas Sheridan.

2% 1880 Federal Census, San Francisco, CA. Thiswould be either 708 or 711
Commercial Street. Both addresses are noted in the City Directories of the time.
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Norton, Emperor of the United States and Protector of Mexico, lived just one block away
in a small nine by six room at 624 Commercial Street.””

From 1884 to 1887 Kevin lived near the southwest corner of Taylor and Francisco
Streets, at 2333 Taylor. On August 22, 1887, he purchased property in San Francisco
from D. M. Delmas®® and five days later, on August 27, a second deed was recorded for a
purchase from George R. B. Hayes.* The deed books that would contain detailed
information about these purchases did not survive the earthquake and fire of 1906, so the
location of the property he purchased remains a mystery.

As with most of the Sheridans, Kevin made a success of his endeavors.*® He died at the
northeast corner of Chestnut and Mason Streets in San Francisco, on September 17, 1895
of pneumonia.’® He was 65 years old and never known to have married. The coroner
noted that he died at home. One might naturally assume that this was the property he had
purchased in 1887 but that was not the case. If the coroner was correct that he died
where he lived, he didn’t own where he lived.’® The physician signing the death
certificate was E. C. Mervy.

Like his cousin Bridget Reilly Brady, Kevin left a sizable estate for the time and place.
Although the Superior Court probate records were lost in the 1906 earthquake and fire,
the surviving Public Administrator’s Report listed the estate value on October 8, 1895 as
$5,442.10.°" The estate consisted of $1,192.10 in cash, and property worth $4,250.

Kevin was first buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery in San Francisco but this was not to be his
final resting place.’

27 Joshua Norton was a wealthy businessman who lost his fortune in commodities
speculation during Gold Rush San Francisco. His mental health declined after this
reversal and in 1857 he declared himself Emperor of the United Sates and later added
Protector of Mexico. San Francisco businesses and citizens embraced and humored him.
He received a stipend from the Masons which enabled him to pay his 50¢ nightly rent on
his room at the Eureka Lodging House at 624 Commercial Street. The San Francisco
Chronicle, April 1, 2017, page C1.

* FHL, California, San Francisco County Records, Volume 92, 1887 image 281 of 312,
Deed Book 1251, page 239.

¥ FHL, California, San Francisco County Records, Volume 92, 1887, image 281 of 312,
Deed Book 1251, Page 238.

3% 1n 1894 he may have been in business at the Sacramento and Dupont location, with
Frank McGrath, as“ McGrath and Sheridan, Teamsters’ , using the name Thomas
Sheridan, but thisis unlikely.

' §F Death Records, Book M, Redl 3, number 1470, September 18, 1895.

%2 Gan Francisco Library, property maps with owners names, 1894.

303 $5,442 of wealth in 1895 would have an economic status value of about $1.3 million
in 2016 or an economic power value of $5.8 million. Measuringworth.com/uscompare.
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SHERIDA\T—In this city, September 17, 1895,
. Thomas B. K. Sheridan, a native of Ireland, aged
. 65 years.

B® Friends and acquaintances are respect-
| folly invited to attend the funeral THIS DAY
| (Thursday), at 2 o’clock p. M., from the par-
| lors of Charles J. B. Metzler, 636 Washington
| street. Interment Laurel Hill Cemetery.

[llustration 55: Obituary notice for Kevin Sheridan (1830 - 1895), San
Francisco Call, September 19, 1895.

The city administrator, along with several of Kevin’s relatives, began a search for his
heirs. Pat Reilly, a brother-in-law of Kevin’s uncle, Thomas Sheridan®”, was said to have
advertised for Kevin’s Australian brothers.**® Word reached West Virginia via letters
exchanged between Bridget Brady and her aunt, Biddy Casey. Biddy was asked by the
lawyers to assist in the settlement by creating a chart of family relationships, including
the names of Biddy’s uncles and the maiden names of all of her aunts.*”

The law firm of Dorn and Dorn handled the probate in San Francisco.’® It is unlikely the
information from the estate settlement was preserved anywhere other than San Francisco
County probate records and these records did not survive the earthquake and fire of 1906.

Biddy Casey corresponded with the Gruber and Bonynge law firm at 305 Broadway, in
Manhattan, regarding the estate. Founded by Abraham Gruber and William H. Bonynge,
the firm employed a young attorney, Edward C. Dowling, a cousin of Biddy Casey’s
through the Mastersons.*® This firm may have received the requested relationship chart
of the Sheridan family from Biddy Casey.*"

3% Charles J.B. MetZer, Kevin's undertaker, was burned out after the quake, but reopened
as MetzZler Undertaking at 1892 Folsom Street, in the South of Market area.

3% Thomas Sheridan was the brother of Kevin's father, Bryan Sheridan (1791-1841).

3% |_etter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, December 4, 1896.

397 Letter from Dorn and Dorn to Gruber and Bonynge with a copy to Biddy Casey,
October 31, 1896.

3% Marcellus A. Dorn was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court May 31, 1882 and
practiced in San Francisco with his younger brother D. S Dorn. They had the business
of the Sheriff of San Francisco, C. S Laumeister for four years (1889-1892).

% For more on this, see The Cousins — The Masterson Connection in this volume.

319 By 1900 the law firm had become Black, Olcott, Gruber and Bonynge and some of the
attorneys were still listed in 1930 as practicing in New York at 170 Broadway. If the firm
survived under another name and if any of the old papers remain from the estate, this
could be a boon in detailing family relationships.
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The estate was settled among Kevin’s brothers: the still living Philip in Australia, the
heirs of the deceased Robert in Australia, and the heir of the deceased Thomas in New
Jersey. The Public Administrator spent $271 on Kevin’s funeral and $715.13 on fees and
expenses, leaving $205.97 cash on deposit. The property was transferred to the heirs on
March 17, 1897 and the remaining proceeds distributed.’"' As happened with the deed
book when the property was purchased, as well as the probate records themselves, the
deed book involved in the transfer at settlement no longer exists, leaving the exact
location of the property Kevin purchased unknown.

After the rebirth of San Francisco from the ashes of the great fire in 1906, the city began
to expand. Land developers pressured the City and County government to move the
existing cemeteries out of the city. Bowing to the pressure, the City declared the
cemeteries to be a public health hazard and the dead began the great move south to
Colma on the peninsula. Some cemeteries fought the evictions in court. Laurel Hill was
one of the last holdouts and the bodies there were not moved until the mid to late 1930s
when they went to Cypress Lawn Cemetery in Colma.*'?

Laurel Hill Cemetery was part of the larger Lone Mountain Cemetery which
opened in May 1852 in the Richmond District of San Francisco proper. Lone
Mountain was bounded by California, Geary, Presidio, and Arguello Streets.
Laurel Hill became a separate cemetery in 1862.

If the dead had no family to pay the relocation expenses, the corpses were re-buried in a
single large section. Their markers, if they had one, were dumped along the edge of San
Francisco Bay as breakwaters. In some cases, although not Laurel Hill, the dead were not
moved at all when the land was converted to other uses. This fate became known at the
time by the popular phrase, being ‘grassed over’.*"* The Lincoln Park Golf Course in San
Francisco is built on a grassed over cemetery.

As happened with his mother Honora Hynes Sheridan Darby, whose grave was relocated
as Sydney expanded, so too was Kevin reburied at Laurel Hill Gardens of Cypress Lawn
Cemetery in Colma, California, in vault 1114. Other Sheridans around him are Francis,
J.J., Mary, Mary Ann, Patrick, and Robert. None are known to be related to Kevin.

31 EHL, California, San Francisco County property records, Deed Index volume 118,
1896-1897, Image 167, Deed Book 1726, Page 282.

312 S0 many cemeteries were moved to Colma that in later years the town adopted the
advertising phrase, “ It's great to be alivein Colma!”

313 “ Raking the Ashes: Genealogical Srategies for Pre-1906 San Francisco” , by Nancy
Smons Peterson, California Genealogical Society, 2006.
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Illustration 56: Removal order for Kevin Sheridan from Laurel Hill Cemetery.

Cypress Lawn, Colma, California. © 2017
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Thomas J. Sheridan

_ Bryan Sheridan’s second son,
Bryan Sheridan Thomas J., was born July 7, 1833 in
m. Honora Hynes Edgeworthstown. He immigrated to
| New York, probably with his
Thomas J. (1833-1894) brother Kevin when he was 13
m. Unknown years old, arriving in New York

) | i i i City on May 17, 1847 on the Fagin
Unknown female (bef. 1864 — bet. 1896) Bealac.

Thomas J. (abt. 1871-7)

Working as a carpenter, Tom was

living at 498 9™ Avenue in
Manhattan with the Abraham Pulis family in 1855.>'* Mr. Pulis, a local merchant,
sponsored Thomas for citizenship in New York Common Pleas Court on October 9, 1854
by attesting to his good moral character and attachment to the principles of the
Constitution of the United States.’"”

Tom continued working as a carpenter and later became involved in theater work, first as
a stage hand. He was involved in the early management of Booth’s Theater in New York
and worked in many other prominent theaters in the city. He was a Royal Arch Mason
and for forty years a member of Hope Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, at 16™ Street
and 5™ Avenue, chartered March 3, 1852.

Thomas married in New York, but his wife’s name is not known. They had at least one

daughter and one son, Thomas J., Jr., born about 1871. Thomas used to visit his cousin,
Bridget Brady’s sister Mary Green, when she lived in Manhattan in the 1860s. Bridget

Brady mentioned in a letter that she had not seen her cousin for 32 years and she

described him as having been “very delicate” '

Thomas and his family lived in Manhattan for their married life but sometime before
1890 Thomas’ wife died. He continued to live in Manhattan but as he became sicker with
consumption, he and his son moved in with his friend, John J. Bryant and John’s wife
Celia, at 785 Greenwich Street in Manhattan.’'” A couple of years later, they all moved
out of the city to the Watsessing area of Bloomfield, New Jersey.

Tom and his son Thomas J. Jr. were living in the home of his friend John Bryant in
Watsessing when Tom died on September 11, 1894. He was buried at Rosedale Cemetery

3141855 New York Sate Census, 8" Ward, 7" Election District, June 1855, page 29.
315 Court of Common Pleas, New York County, Bundle 139, record number 160A.
*16 Bridget Reilly Brady letter to Biddy Casey, December 4, 1896.

3171890 New York city Police Census, election district 28,assembly district 9, film
1,304,793, image 383.
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in Bloomfield New Jersey.”"® His son continued to live with the Bryants in New Jersey at
least until 1895.>" The Bryants moved back to New York where Celia Bryant died at 49
on May 24, 1896 at 2 Bethune St. in New York City.”” She was was buried on Staten
Island. Born about 1848, Celia was the daughter of Henry H. and Phoebe J. Roome.*!

In 1897, Thomas’ surviving son visited Bridget Brady after receiving news of his Uncle
Kevin’s death in San Francisco. Bridget Brady speculated in a family letter that this son
had moved from New Jersey sometime around 1897 and possibly went to California to
look after his father’s portion of the inheritance but that was pure supposition on her part.
He probably moved elsewhere because the Bryants, with whom he had been living, had
left New Jersey and moved back to Manhattan. Nothing further is known of the son.

§. Sheridan. an old theatrical man,
ilrd—yeerérdny moroing at the home of J. .
Hryant, No, 21 Lawrence street, Watsesslng, N,
J., of conanpmpilon, at the age of slxty-one.  Mr.
Shertdan was connected with rhe early manage-
ment of Booth’s Theatre, For many vears he
wWAs a stage carpenter, and had worked in many
of the prominent thentres of this clty. He was
a member of the Masonle frateruily, belng a
Roval Arch Mason, and for forty vears a mem-
ber of Hope Lodge, F. and A, M., In New York.
Mr. Sherldan came (o this comntry from Ireland
when ondy ten vears of cge, and uap to two vears
ago be had always llved in New York ri[i:. He
leaves one son, T, J. Bherldan, Jr., apd bas no
other relatlves In this country.
m
[lustration 58: Thomas Sheridan obituary, New York Herald, September 13,
1894, page 14.

3% Death certificate, New Jersey, Bloomfield.

319 1895 New Jersey state census.

320 New York Herald, May 27, 1896, page 1.

I New York City Municipal Deaths, film 1,322,913, cert # 17727.
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T 1Im1mg the three years of bis minorily, and in the State of New York one year at least i

**this application, it bas been the bona fide intention of the said applicant to become a Ci

New lelx (!Imunwu lllleaz.

N ’1IIL MAT ll‘ R’ Ul~

v 2l Srein st L

the above tamed applieant, being duly sworn, rays, Ihnt bt bas arrived at the age of twenty-one years, that he bas resided in the United
States threo years next preceding his arrival ot II\nl nge, anid bas continoed to reside therein to the present time ; that he has resided ﬁru

years within the Ui liatel, ling this li

STATE OF NEW YORK, ok
City and Counly of New Yorf.,; ol

States, including the threo years of bis .mibority, amd one year at Teast § ¥ F T
within the State of New York ; il that for tliree yenrs next ]m«hng :hu application, it bas been his bona fide lntcnuou Io become a

Citizen of the United States, -
&'r:;om in np.r_p-l Courl, this ? . r!ay? i jﬁk“"‘/

18562

CLERK.

Lol 4/ f f /L Cldettecat o~ * being duly sworn, dotli depose and say, that e is well acquainted witly

the abobe pamed applicant ; that the sl applicant bai resitlesl in the United States for three years next prm:dmg bis arrival at the age.
of twenty-one years, that he Las continued to reside therein to the present time; that he has resided five years within the United States,
liatel, ling this application ; and
that during that time he bos bebaved ns a wan of good moral . to the iples of l.he Conztitution of the United
Fiates, and well disposed to the good order and bappiness of the same ; ond deponent verily bclicrés( that for three years next 'peeemlmg
< zen of the United States.

Sworn in open Court, this ¢~ du.yg ) % %
v 185945_%‘/‘7"“"

Lx.uuc.

1 do declare on oath Gt it is my ].Krﬂl ﬂdr]ntrnl[on andhnl been for lhr\-ew}n next pme.lmg thid a|-pl:calmn to bmlm.-n Citizen

of the United States, and to renounce forever'all alleginnce and fidelity to every foreign Prince, F tate, State or ignty
purticulary to the Qllun of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland, of whom T am now a anlutcl. s

bu-ammapm Conrt this 7 - day

185 §£

CLERK. ..

will ullppurl
to every forelgn I'rinco, Patentate, State or Saverelgnty whllawr, and particularly to the Queon of the

1 Irelund, of whom I wus Le!‘un n subject.

L/ dii.ﬂrl\'mll]y swent, that
nhjure all alleglance nnd fidelit
Vnited Kingdom of Great Hebtoln and

Sworn in npm Court, this

e 185;1_

7 & g

[llustration 59: Thomas J. Sheridan Declaration for Citizenship, 1854
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Philip Sheridan

Bryan Sheridan’s third son, Philip, was
possessed of an ebullient and gregarious
personality. Born February 17, 1834, or
1835, in Edgeworthstown, Ireland, he
immigrated to Australia in 1849, or 1851, at
the age of 15 with his brother Robert, his
mother and stepfather, and possibly two more
siblings. He spent time in Maitland and
Queensland before he proceeded to make quite
a mark on the town of Sydney.”” In 1854
Philip was living at 13 May Street in Sydney,
in a three room timber dwelling with an iron
roof in Blackwattle Bay.”**

Philip married Emma Wastell on November
20, 1865 in the small country town of Berrima,
New South Wales,’** at Holy Trinity Church,
according to the Rites of the Church of
England. Phil was Catholic and Emma was a
member of the Wesleyan Church, generally
regarded as Methodist today. Phil was living
in Marulan, NSW, at the time and the marriage
' certificate lists Marulan as his birth place, a
[llustration 60: Philip Sheridan clerical error. The certificate stated that Emma
(1834-1910). was born in Sydney, another error, and that
Phil’s father’s occupation was merchant. Their
witnesses were Douglas Rowley and Sarah Ann Wastell. Phil was working as an

(- T

22 The Referee, Sydney, New South Wales, periodical, February 19, 1896, page 8. 1834
is highly unlikely if Thomas was born in July of 1833. One of the two dates has to be off.
32 Convict removals to Australia had stopped by 1849. The Darbys and Sheridans were
not part of those removals. Family sources maintain that Philip may have immigrated as
late as 1851 with his mother and step-father, Honora and Richard Darby. The ship’s
manifest identifies only ‘Mr. and Mrs. Darby and four children’.

*** Newspaper, July 12, 1854.

323 Registration number 1643. A different Philip Sheridan married Julia Moore at .
Mary’'s Cathedral on February 2, 1854 in Sydney, New South Wales. Thiswas not
Bryan’s son Philip but was, in all likelihood, another relative. Marriage certificate, New
South Wales. FHL film 1,368,019. He immigrated as an assisted passenger with his
sister Jane on the ship Sarah on August 14, 1851. His son, bornin 1855, was named
Bernard Lawrence Sheridan.
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engineer at the time. Berrima, once a major town, now an historic village in the Southern
Highlands of New South Wales, lies between Sydney and Canberra.

[llustration 61: Holy Trinity Church, Berrima, New South Wales. Courtesy of
Philippa Barbour.

Emma, born in Kent, England on March 16, 1840, was the daughter of Richard and
Elizabeth Wallace Wastell. Living at River Row, Chatham, in Kent in 1841, the family
was comprised of Emma, her parents, her two older sisters Mary Ann and Charlotte, and
her aunt, Sarah Wallace, 15. Her father was a coal merchant.*® The family immigrated
to Australia arriving at Moreton Bay on November 3, 1849. Later they settled in New
South Wales.

Philip was engaged in unspecified pastoral pursuits in Queensland and mining in New
South Wales, as well as contracting work on railway excavations.”” At one time a
purchaser and smelter of tin in Sydney, he took a business trip to a tin mine from August
to October in 1880 and his findings made the papers in Queensland. He was also a
landlord and with his brother Robert, served on the capital building committee for St.
Mary’s Cathedral in 1892. But his real contribution to Sydney, and his lasting legacy,

326 1841 Census, England, Kent, Chatham, Gillingham, District 14, page 13.
327 Obituary, Philip Sheridan, Sydney Morning Herald.
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was to the game of cricket. The manager of the cricket grounds, he was a founding father
and one of the original three trustees of the Australia cricket association.

Some citizens of Sydney didn’t feel the money and effort spent on a new cricket stadium
to be money well spent and Phil wrote more than one letter to the editor defending the
new Cricket Ground. Reading these letters, it’s easy to see how he got his reputation as a
seanache, an Irish story teller.

Philip played a little cricket himself
although not on a level to be part of the
famous game in 1882 when England’s
team was humiliated by Australia’s
team. After that game English cricket
was declared ‘dead’, which of course it
wasn’t, and its ashes were said to be
awarded to the land Down Under.
Forever after, the matches between the
two nations have been referred to as the
‘Ashes’. Even though Phil was not a
good enough player to be involved, and
by this time he would have been too old
anyway, it is certain he was at the
stadium, cheering on the Sydney team
and he was surely present at all
celebrations afterward, regaling
everyone with his stories and his wit.

lllustration 62: Emma Wastell (1840-1925). Active in the Archdiocese, along with
Courtesy of Philippa Barbour. his brother Robert’s brother in law, J. P.
Garvan, Philip and some other
gentlemen, including a John F.
Sheridan,**® applied to the government for a permit to establish an ‘art union’ on behalf of
the Roman Catholic Church on July 23, 1880. In February 1881, parliamentary
testimony resulted in denial of the permit because it was deemed to be an illegal lottery.**

Several articles appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald detailing Phil’s adventures.
Early on was an advertisement for recovery of stolen property. “Stolen on Saturday last,
the 8" of July (1854) a dray from Costello’s Yard Paramatta Street, the property of Philip
Sheridan. One pound reward will be given to any person giving information as to who
took the dray.”**°

¥ This may have been the Rev. John Felix Sheridan, and probably a relative.
32 The Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners Advocate, February 14, 1881, page 3.
3% Sydney Morning Herald, July 12, 1854, page 1.
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Perhaps the most interesting story about Phil related when he and two relatives evicted a
‘jumper’, were subsequently arrested, and brought up on assault charges. As reported in
the Sydney Morning Herald on November 16, 1871:

“Before Mr. Justice Chever and a jury of four, Doyle v. Garvan and others. ... this action
was ... brought for trespass, assault, and forcible ejection of the plaintiff (Doyle) and his
goods from a certain property which he then occupied but of which one of the defendants
(Philip Sheridan) claimed to be the owner. The defense was that the plaintiff had been
rightfully ejected by Sheridan, assisted by the other defendants, James Garvan and Denis
Garvan.

“The substantial questions at issue were whether there had been a trespass by defendants,
or only an assertion of a lawful right; and if the latter, whether any more force had been
used than was necessary. The scene of the occurrence out of which this action arose was
an allotment of the land at the corner of Victoria and Bourke Streets, Surrey Hills, having
a frontage of 131 feet to the former street.

“The plaintiff, Charles Doyle, who described himself as a collector and commission
agent, alleged that he had been put in possession of this property in November or
December of 1848, by the late Mr. W. Toogood, the then legal owner of the same, and a
Mr. O’Donnell, the former of whom marked out the boundaries of the land with pegs.
Plaintiff was to occupy the land rent free for four or five years, and was then to pay such
rent as might be agreed upon ... For the purposes of such actual occupation plaintiff
erected a small hut on the land, and caused a ship’s small deck house, or cabin, to be
conveyed and erected there. In this place he took up his abode.

“At about twenty minutes past 6 PM on the 28" of August last, plaintiff was lying on a
bed in his domicile, when he heard a noise, and saw a door burst open, which he had
fastened with a cord. Plaintiff leaped up and heard Sheridan, who with the other
defendants was outside, call out ‘Now then, out you come.’ Plaintiff, not coming out on
this invitation, the defendant, Denis Garvan, came in, and ran at plaintiff “butting at him”
(so the plaintiff said) “with his head”. Doyle, however, still refused to vacate the
premises, whereupon Sheridan called out, “Now, then, Peter”” and another person entered,
by whose assistance Doyle was dragged from the bed to the door.

“Doyle resisted in every possible way, short of striking his ejectors, particularly at the
door, against which he laid his hands and feet. Notwithstanding all this resistance,
however, he was forced to the outer gate — a distance of fifty-two feet — and cast out, his
assailants remaining in possession of the premises. The evidence of the plaintiff was
supported by a Mrs. Wilson, who was in the cabin at the time of the scuffle ... The
defendants’ case was, in fact, that Doyle had — to use a phrase common on the gold fields,
and applicable to this state of things — “jumped” the property on the assumption that no
one had a good enough claim to turn him off.
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“... The defendants positively denied that there had been any more violence than was
absolutely necessary for the ejection of Doyle in assertion of Sheridan’s title. Their
evidence in this respect was corroborated by that of two policemen, who went at the
request of the defendants simply to look on, as witnesses, defendants having called at the
station house and requested the attendance of the officers for that purpose ... His Honour
left the case to the jury ... The jury, after about a half-an-hours consideration, found a

verdict for the defendants.”

Philip and Emma had ten children,
nine of whom survived to
adulthood. Phil died on Saturday,
January 15, 1910 at home at
Bracklyn, Darley Street,
Darlinghurst, of a heart attack. He
had awoken with chest pains and
his family sent for a doctor, but he
died before the doctor arrived.
Called the ‘Father of the Sydney
Cricket Ground’, he is buried at
the Roman Catholic Cemetery at
Waverly.**!

A man of independent means by
the time of his death, he left a
widow, nine grown children, and a
comfortable estate of £6,781.

The Sydney Morning Herald
obituary stated ‘The information
that he was 77 years of age will
come as a great surprise to many
people, for he was smart enough
in his walk to be 20 years younger.
He possessed a fund of anecdotes,

and in the telling of them, he displayed a rare Irish wit.

[lustration 63: Philip Sheridan (1834-1910).
Courtesy of Philippa Barbour.

99332

! Death registered in New South Wales Australia, 1910, number 60. Section 8, Special

Vault 111A.
2 An Irish wit is by no meansrare.
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Bryan Sheridan

m. Honora Hynes
|
Philip (1834-1910)

m. Emma Wastell
|

Emma Mary (1866-1943)
m. Augustine McShane

Sarah May (1867-1951)

(unmarried)
Edith Maud (1869-1951)
(unmarried)

Richard Hynes (1870-1947)
m1l. Mabel Alice Baldwin
m2. Miriam Margaret Clarke
m3. Mildred Chlorinda Warren

Annie Theresa (abt. 8172-1899)
m. Sylvester Waite

George (1874-1876)
(unmarried)

Percival Joseph (1876-1926)
m. Evelyn Irene Lane

Thomas Vincent (1878-1958)
m. Gertrude Alice Steward

Gertrude Mary (1879-1946)
(unmarried)

Ethel Marie (1887-1970)
(unmarried)

Perhaps the best comment about Phil
came from the great Anglo-Indian
batsman Ranjintsinhji, who met Phil in
1897-1898. It is excerpted here from an
article on the Sydney Cricket Ground
website: “Philip Sheridan is a small
man, slightly built, very active and
vivacious for a man of his age, and
always full of fun and spirits. One can
always tell that Philip Sheridan is in the
room from the amount of talking and
laughing that is going on. His ready wit
is indeed astonishing; he always turns
everything into a joke, and his punning
at times is worthy of Charles Lamb. If
the company is dull and low spirited,
Philip Sheridan is the man to cheer it
up. One cannot sit a few moments by
his side without being convulsed with
laughter at something or other that falls
from his lips. He is a firm and true
friend.”

It’s easy to see that Phil enjoyed life
and the men around him enjoyed Phil.

Emma Wastell Sheridan survived her
husband for a number of years and died
on May 4, 1925 at the home of her
daughter at 177 Belmore Road, Coogee,

Sydney. In her will she left the cottage “Hambleden” on Wardell Road, Dulwich Hill to
her daughter Emma Mary Sheridan McShane and the remainder of her estate to her four
unmarried daughters: Sarah, Edith, Ethel, and Gertrude. She was buried at Waverley
Cemetery with her husband.

Phil’s oldest child, Emma Mary was born on March 6, 1866 in Campbelltown*** and died
on June 26, 1943. On December 28, 1889 she married Augustine Timothy McShane at
St. Thomas Church, Lewisham (Petersham), in a ceremony performed by the Rev. T.
Lang. Austin as he was called, was born on March 6, 1865, the third son of James
McShane and Hannah O’Brien, Derryvale, Marrickville. Austin died on June 1, 1938 in
Dulwich Hill, Sydney.

33 Registration number 7359.
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Sarah May was born on September 25,
1867 in Singleton.”** She never
married and died in Sydney at
Randwick Hospital on July 14, 1951.

Edith Maud was born March 4, 1869
at Singleton.” She never married and
died on September 24, 1951 in
Sydney, leaving a comfortable estate.
She was buried in the family vault at
Waverly Cemetery with her parents
and three unmarried sisters.

Phil’s oldest son, Richard Hynes
Sheridan, was born October 22, 1870
at Petersham, New South Wales.**°
Known for most of his life as William
Hynes Sheridan, he died on August 7,
1947 at Karoola Hospital in Kempsey,
NSW.

[llustration 64: Emma Mary Sheridan (1866-
1943). Courtesy of Judy McShane.

Annie Theresa was born about 1872 in
Sydney. She married Sylvester Joseph
Waite on May 30, 1899 at Sacred Heart Church, Darlinghurst, Sydney. Sylvester, born in
1872 in Condobolin, NSW, was the son of Thomas Waite and Johanna O’Shaunessy.
Sylvester died on February 11, 1937 in Canterbury, Victoria. Annie died on November 8,
1963 in Hawthorne, Victoria.

Phil’s son George was born April 23, 1874 in Sydney®’” and died May 25, 1876 of scarlet
fever and croup. He was two years old.”*®

Another son, Percival Joseph, was born May 7, 1876 in Darlinghurst, Sydney.”** Percy
married Evelyn Irene Lane, known as Effie, with whom he had three children. He died
on July 23, 1926 in Townsville Hospital, Queensland. His daughter, Marjorie Evelyn,
was made a Member of the Order of the British Empire in 1978. See Appendix 3.

334 Registration number 14593.
33 Registration number 16425.
336 Registration number 5137.
7 Registration number 1510.
3% Certificate number 01206.
% Registration number 1357.
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- CWSEs |
sonsin 1882. Leftto
right, William Hynes, 12, Percival Joseph, 6, and
Thomas Vincent, 4. Courtesy of Philippa Barbour.

[llustration 65: Phil Sheridan’s

Sl

0 Registration number 2475.
! Registration number 1105.
2 Registration number 5929.
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Thomas Vincent was born
January 2, 1878 in Darlinghurst,
Sydney.** He died on July 9,
1958 in Cronulla, Sydney. On
May 10, 1907 he married
Gertrude Alice Steward, the
youngest daughter of James
Steward of Ashfield. The
ceremony was held at St.
Thomas Church, Lewisham,
performed by the Rev. Father
Phelan.

Gertrude Mary was born
February 28, 1879 in
Darlinghurst, Sydney.**' She
never married and died on July
2, 1946 in Coogee, Sydney.

Philip and Emma’s last child,
Ethel Marie, was born April 11,
1887 when Emma Wastell
Sheridan was 47 years old.**
Ethel died on May 28, 1970 at
Our Lady of Sacred Heart
Hospital in Randwick, Sydney.
She never married.



[lustration 66: Percival Joseph Sheridan and Family,
circa 1911. Left to right, back: Percy 1876-1926), Effie,
George (1903-1976); front: Gordon (1907-1988),
Marjorie Evelyn (1902-1982). Courtesy of Philippa
Barbour.
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Robert Joseph Sheridan

Bryan Sheridan The youngest son of Bryan Sheridan,
m. Honora Hynes Robeﬁ Joseph, was born on July 17,
| 1837, in Edgeworthstown, Ireland.**
Robert JDSEP'I (1837-1896) He 1mm1grated tO Australia with his
m. Annie Carvan brother Philip, his mother, and step-
| father, between 1849 and 1851.

John Patrick Garvan (1868-1938)

m. Beatrice Maud Hordern Robert, employed under the Civil
Robert Joseph (abt. 1870-1928) Service Act on April 2, 1861, worked
m. Marv McMackin for the fledgling railway service,
Denis Eerliard Garvan (1873-1922) New South Wales Railway, when it
m. Florence Catherine Dimond was just beginning and the lines
Mary (1874-1876) covered only 74 miles. Over the next
(unmarried) 35 years, he steadily advanced and
Annie A. (1878-1972) worked as a traffic auditor at the
Elizabeth Christina (1881-1957) Railway Audit Office™ where he

was earning a salary of £520 in 1886.
He ‘was of an active disposition’***
and was involved with his brother Phil in the Sydney Cricket Association. An avid
sportsman, a sculler and a marksman, he represented New South Wales in several Inter
Colonial competitions. For several years he was the president of the Rifle Association.**

Robert married Annie Garvan on May 2, 1867°*' in Sydney, New South Wales, at St.
Mary’s Cathedral. The ceremony was performed by minister S. F. A. Sheehy. The
marriage certificate listed his father Bryan’s occupation as inn keeper and Annie’s
father’s as clerk. Annie, born in County Limerick, Ireland,**® was the daughter of Denis
Bourke Garvan, Esq. and Annie Culhane. Annie’s father, deceased at the time of the
wedding, had been with Her Majesty’s Customs. Their witnesses were James P. Garvan,
Annie’s brother,* and Mary Ann Elizabeth McCormick.

* Marriage Certificate, New South Wales, 1867/000391.

34« Death of Traffic Auditor Robert Joseph Sheridan 13-9-1896" , New South Wales
Railway Budget 1896, Volume 5, page 3. The same index mentions an article on the
retirement of P.J. Sheridan 1893, Volume 1, who is not our Philip Sheridan.

* 1hid.

346 The Freeman’s Journal, Sydney, September 19, 1896, page 15.

**7 Registration number 391.

3% Gravestone, Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.

** Denis and James Garvin, Anni€'s brothers, were defendants with Robert’s brother
Philip in the Doyle eviction. James became Major-Commander of the Irish Rifle Corps,

in Sydney.
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Robert Joseph Sheridan died of carcinoma of the stomach in Sydney, on September 14,
1896™" at his home at 12 Sir John Young Crescent. He was 59. His funeral was held on
Tuesday, September 16, 1896 at St. Mary’s Cathedral and he was buried in the
Necropolis. His wife Annie survived him and died on April 24, 1917°*" in St. Leonards.

Robert and Annie had at least six children, three daughters and three sons, five of whom
were still alive in 1897.> Robert Joseph was not as much in the newspapers as his more
flamboyant brother Philip, but one of his sons made the papers regularly. John Patrick
Garvin Sheridan, is included here as his career path so resembles that of Charles Patrick
Casey, Biddy Sheridan Casey’s great-grandson.

Robert’s oldest son, John Patrick Garvan Sheridan was
born in 1868 in Sydney.*” He studied law and was
admitted to the Bar on March 7, 1893 becoming a
Barrister-at-law. Appointed to prosecute on behalf of
the Crown at the special sitting of the Supreme Court
at Lismore, “on the 12" prox.”,*** he was appointed
again in 1925 in Maitland. He then ‘took silk’** and
was appointed a judge of the District Court in Sydney
in December 1929 and served there until his death.

John Patrick Garvan Sheridan married Beatrice Maud
Hordern on January 9, 1901 in Sydney, at St.
Andrew’s Cathedral, according to the rites of the
Church of England. Called Totsie by her family,
Beatrice was born June 22, 1880 in Sydney, New
South Wales Colony, the daughter of Edward and
Christine Stack Hordern.*

[llustration 67: John P. G.
Sheridan (1868-1938), Sydney
Morning Herald, September 6,
1938, page 14.

John Patrick and Totsie had two daughters but after 17
years of marriage, they divorced on October 1, 1918.
According to the divorce filing, he left her and she

330 Registration number 8908. The official death certificate implies Robert immigrated to
Australiain 1849.

3! Registration number 8412.

2 Letter from Bridget Brady to Bridget Casey, dated January 8, 1897, refers to Robert’s
five children. These birth and death records match the count of children in 1896.

>3 Registration number 13318.

334 Sydney Morning Herald, July 31, 1914.

> The award of Queen’s (or King's) Counsel is known informally as taking silk.
Appointments are made on the basis of merit.

3¢ Geneanet.org.
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sued for restoration of conjugal rights and won, which set the stage for a decree nisi.
When he did not return to her, the marriage was ended and he was ordered to pay £52
quarterly child support for their two daughters. Totsie moved to England with the
children and there she subsequently married Baron Henry de Tuyll, the Baron Hendrick
Nicolaas Van Der Tuyll of Serooskerken, on February 1, 1930 at Brompton, England.
The Baron was purportedly a very rich man.*”’

In 1931, based on the remarriage and wealth of his
ex-wife, John Patrick petitioned for dissolution of the
decree ordering him to pay £52. In addition he
maintained he had made the payments monthly, not
quarterly. He also had paid into accounts for the
children and sent them presents but it seems the girls
may have been estranged from him. The order to pay
was discharged that year. Beatrice Maud died on
February 16, 1953 in London. The baron died March
14, 1949 at Torquay, Devon, England.*®

John Patrick was due to retire in December of 1938
but died on Monday, September 5, 1938 at St.

Vincent’s Private Hospital. He was survived by his Ilustration 68: Beatrice Maud
two daughters, Mrs. Beatrice® Durand the wife of Hordern. Photograph by
Mortimer Durand, and Miss Patricia Sheridan of Bernice Agar. The Sun

England. He was also survived by two sisters, Miss November 24, 1929.

Annie Sheridan and Miss Elizabeth Sheridan, both of

North Sydney. He played cricket and loved to travel.

His funeral was a Requiem Mass at St. Mary’s Basilica and he was buried in the Catholic
Section, Rookwood Cemetery, Mortuary 1.**° His will was probated in March 1940.

Robert Joseph, the second son of Robert Joseph, was born in 1870,°*' and died on May
19, 1928 in North Sydney. He married Mary McMackin on October 14, 1916 at St.
Mary’s, Manly, in a ceremony performed by the Rev. Father McDonald. Mary was the
daughter of the late Bernard McMackin, and the granddaughter of Donald McDonald of
Woolla, Manning River. Mary died in 1940.

7 Tuyll was a Dutch family with links to England. Hendrick was the son of Hendrick
Nicolaas Van Detuyll and was born July 26, 1882 at the Hague and died at 67. Hefirst
married Kate Hensman on Feb. 28, 1914 in London.

%% Geneanet.org.

% Born 1908, Woollahra, registration number 20547.

360 Sydney Morning Herald, September 6, 1938, page 14.

*%! Registration number 2588.
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Denis Bernard Garvin Sheridan was born in 18732 and died on June 27, 1922°% in
Chatswood.* He married Florence Catherine Dimond (1879-1964). They had four
children: Mary Florence Garvan Sheridan (1913-1992) who married Edmund Arthur
Collingridge (1912-1966); Denis Sheridan (1918-1985); John Sheridan, an infant who
died on April 21, 1916;** and another child, gender and birth date unknown (? - 1922).
Florence Catherine died June 16, 1964.3%

Robert Joseph Sheridan’s daughter, Mary, was born in 1874’ and died in 1876.%®
Nothing further is known.

Robert Joseph’s daughter, Annie Sheridan, was born in 1878 and died on June 7,
1972°" in Ryde. Nothing further is known.

Robert Joseph’s last daughter, Elizabeth Christina Sheridan, was born in 1881°"" and died
on June 23, 1957°" in North Sydney. Nothing further is known.

%62 Regiistration number 66.

363 Gravestone, Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.
*% Registration number 6716.

365 Gravestone, Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.
% Gravestone, Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.
367 Registration number 3036.

%% Registration number 1436.

39 Registration number 3463.

1 Gravestone, Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.
37! Registration number 360.

> Gravestone, Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.
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Bridget Sheridan

Nothing is known about Bryan’s daughter Bridget except
that she was said to favor in her looks, Biddy Casey’s great-
niece, Annie Shanley of Sioux City, lowa.’”

Bryan Sheridan
m. Honora Hynes

) ) Bridget (?-7)
A letter on August 8, 1886 from Annie Shanley to Biddy (unmarried)

Casey, remarked that “Father (John Shanley) wants me to Honora (1840-?)
say that if you saw me you could not tell the difference
between Uncle Briney’s daughter, Bridget, and myself.”
This would seem to imply that Bryan’s daughter Bridget,
was well known to both John Shanley and Biddy Casey. Annie Shanley was eighteen at
the time of the letter which also implies that Bryan’s daughter may have lived at least
until young adulthood.*™

(unmarried)
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The only known reference to Bridget Sheridan, Bryan’s daughter, is a post
script to a letter from Annie Shanley when she was 18, to her great aunt
Bridget Sheridan Casey, on August 8, 1886.

" Close by Lawrence Shanley’s grave in Edgeworthstown, Ireland is the grave of a
Bridget Sheridan, who died at the age of 15 on March 29, 1835, making her born as
early as 1820. Her stone was placed there by her loving father Bryan Sheridan, who
might be our Bryan. On the other hand she could be the daughter of one of Biddy
Casey’'s uncles, or someone completely unrelated.

374 A Bridget Sheridan died ‘young' on October 8, 1840 in Claron, County estmeath,
with no explanation of the word young.
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Honora Sheridan

Bryan Sheridan’s youngest child, a daughter Honora, was born a few months before his
death. She was baptized in Edgeworthstown, Ireland, on September 27, 1840 at St. Mary
of the Immaculate Conception.”” She is not mentioned in any of the letters, making her
difficult to track. It isn’t known if she survived childhood or immigrated to Australia or
elsewhere. No mention of her has been found in the death records at Edgeworthstown
and nothing further is known at this time. Some Irish records mention Jane as another
name for Honora, but even so, no records have been found that can be identified as her.
An Honora Sheridan died in Cornashin, County Cavan on October 14, 1840. Another
Honora Sheridan of Culleboy, County Cavan was buried on February 5, 1848. No age
was recorded for either. If her mother did not remain in Edgeworthstown after her
remarriage to Richard Darby, the daughter Honora could have died elsewhere.

Other Australian notes

A short digression is made here to explain a bit about the Rev. John Felix Sheridan and
his history, since he was somewhat famous and easy to track, and almost certainly, a
relative. John Felix sailed from Liverpool on October 7, 1847 arriving in Port Jackson,
New South Wales on February 7, 1848, after a four months long voyage. Born on
November 9, 1824, he was from Martinstown, Athboy, County Meath, Ireland, the second
son of Philip Sheridan, a farmer born about 1776, and Catherine Moore.*’

John Felix went on to local greatness, serving at several churches in Australia as well as
being a founding fellow of St. John’s College, and Vicar General and General Official of
the diocese as well as the Roman Catholic immigration agent in Sydney. “... bearded,
stocky and radiating joviality, ... he was a good fiddler.”*”” When John Felix died at 72
of diabetes on March 15, 1897, Cardinal Moran presided at his funeral and his nephew,
the Rev. John Sheridan was the celebrant. Over 100 priests and dignitaries were in the
sanctuary and 700-800 people attended the funeral.

John presided at the marriage of the other Phil Sheridan and Julia Moore in Sydney on
February 2, 1854. Their witnesses were James McGorman and Jane Sheridan, the
groom’s sister.

37> Some of the old Catholic records attempted to Latinize all the names. Her father was
Bernard (Bernardus) Sheridan, mother is Honoria Hinds, sponsors are John Calery and
Bridget Calery.

761t is possible that John Felix's father, Philip Sheridan, was a relative and might even
be a brother of Biddy Casey’s father.

77 Australian Dictionary of Biography — Online Edition. C.J. Duffy.
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Thomas Sheridan’s Descendants

Margaret Sheridan

Tom Sheridan’s oldest known daughter, Margaret,

born around 1834 in Ireland, immigrated to Thomas Slleriqall

America, never married and went into service in m. Anne Reilly

Manhattan for 40 years or more, almost entirely with |

the same family.” Margaret (abt. 1834-1899)

(unmarried)

Margaret was in service at 385 Fifth Avenue in the
home of Samuel Sands, a stockbroker and banker,
and his family as early as 1870.>” The Sands enterprise included a bank at 62 Cedar
Street. Mr. Sands had a very large contingent of servants, including Margaret, who was
46, in 1880.** Samuel Sands married Emily Aymos, the daughter of a very wealthy
English man and they had at least nine children before Emily died on June 24, 1879.
Margaret worked as a nursemaid in the household to the large Sands family.

Margaret died at the Sands’ home on 5" Avenue on December 18, 1899 of rectal cancer
and exhaustion. She was at least 65, although her death certificate gave her age as 62.
While the certificate gives her father’s name as John Sheridan and her mother as Mary
Reilly, this was certainly Tom’s daughter Margaret.”®' The Sands family would not have
necessarily been cognizant of Margaret’s particulars. She was buried in the family plot at
Holy Cross Cemetery on December 20, 1899°% with her sisters, Mary Sheridan Oates and
Ann Sheridan.**?

37 Letter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, January 8, 1897.

" Federal census, 1870, New York. New York state census records for 1865 are spotty
for Manhattan.

% There was also a John Casey working for the Sands family in 1870, although of
course, this was not the West Virginia John Casey.

*#1 Certificate and Record of Death, State of New York, Manhattan, 1899, record number
34961. FHL film 1,322,968.

*2 Margaret Sheridan’s death certificate says she was buried in Flatbush, which was
Brooklyn. A transcription error on the Holy Cross Cemetery web site states a Martin
Sheridan was buried there on December 20, 1899.

3% Catholic Cemeteries, Diocese of Brooklyn, http://mww.ccbklyn.org/information-
news/locate-a-loved-one
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Mary Sheridan Oates

Tom Sheridan’s and Anne Reilly’s daughter,
Mary, was born in June 1848%** in
Moylett,** County Cavan, Ireland. She was
baptized on July 2, 1848 in the Roman
Catholic parish of Killinkere and
Mullagh,*® in the Diocese of Kilmore.
Mary’s sponsors were Felix McCabe and
Rose Reilly, who was married to a Peter
Sheridan.**’

No definitive record of Mary’s immigration
to America has been found but she was
living in Brooklyn by the mid 1860s. She
maintained she immigrated in 1861.** She
was very close to her cousin Bridget Reilly
Brady, and was mentioned in several letters.

Mary married Michael J. Oates, a widower,
about 1868 in Brooklyn. Michael was born

Thomas Sheridan
m. Anne Reilly

Mary (1848-1905)

m. Michael Oates

|

James C. (1869-1938)
m. Sarah Sullivan

Ann (abt. 1870-1930)
m. Adolph Knippler

Charles (1873-1877)
(unmarried)

Margaret (1875-1877)
(unmarried)

Catherine (1878-1878)
(unmarried)

George Peter (abt. 1879-1949)
m. Alice E. O’Grady

Josephine (abt. 1883-1956)

in Pennsylvania about 1829 or 1830. Both
of his parents were from Ireland and his
mother was from Clonbroney in County
Longford.”® His family moved to New York when he was about 3 years old and he
married Catherine Matson there around 1854. Catherine was born in Kings County, New
York about 1836.>*° They lived in the 2™ Election District of the 6" Ward of Brooklyn
and in the manner of the time, had several children together. Their first son, Thomas W.,
was born around May 1855.%' Another son John F., was born about 1856, followed by a
daughter Mary E. in 1858, and another son, Michael J., in May 1860. Michael’s mother,

m. Joseph Minogue

** Some census records place her birth sooner but the majority point to 1848 as does her
death certificate.

3 1n the baptismal record for Mary, Moylet (sic) is noted by the names of her parents.

36 |reland, Catholic Parish Records, 1655-1915, Diocese Kilmore, Parishes Killinkere
and Mullagh, Baptisms January 1, 1842 — April 11, 1862, image 147 of 231, Ancestry.

*7 Rose Reilly and Peter Sheridan of Killyduff had a son, Thomas, baptized on June 7,
1848 in Kilmore. His sponsors were James Smyth and Anne Reilly. Killyduff isa 201
acre townland in Killinkere.

3% 1900 Federal Census, Kings County, Brooklyn.

3% Brooklyn Deaths, 1883, FHL film 1,323,779, certificate number #173. Brooklyn Daily
Eagle, June 15, 1874, page 3, obituary for Ann Moran.

3% 1860 Federal Census, Kings County, Brooklyn.

1 1855 New York State Census, Kings County, Brooklyn.
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Ann Oates, born about 1808, lived with them and Michael earned enough to support his
family and employ an Irish servant, Ellen McCormick, to help with the household

tasks.*?

Michael had taken a job as a
policeman by 1855. Between
1851 and 1855 there were 144
policemen and 15 officers on the
newly formed Brooklyn force.
Nominations for the police were
made by the aldermen and the
salary was about $200 a year. In
1856 a complaint was made
against Michael but was
dismissed as having no merit.

As a policeman, in a time of
unrest, Michael had a hard row
to hoe. This was no more true
than during the Civil War, as
complex and difficult a time in
the Northern states as it was in
the Southern ones. The
following account of his role in
helping to quell a riot was taken

Tar CHARGE AGAINST OyFIcER OATS.—We pub-
Ushed some days ago the account of a charge
against officer Michael Oats of the 8d district po-
lice, preferred by & woman. The case has been.

., thoroughly investigated before Mayor Hall, and

the evidence shows distinctly that Mr. Oats act-

" ed correctly in the matter. The following card

from the mayor explains it :

% CARD,—The undersigned having examined in-
‘to the charges preferred against officer Michael
Qats of the 8d district police, for maltreating a
female of the 6th ward on the evening of the 8d
inst., finds, after the examination of eleven wit-
nessas, produced by the complainant, that no
evidence’ appeared casting the least shadow of
bla.me upon the conduct of officer Oats.

Geo. HaLy, Mayor.

[llustration 69: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, September 12,
1856.

from several articles that appeared in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle in 1862. The articles
report both the riot itself and the subsequent trial of the rioters.

In 1862, rumors were rampant that President Lincoln planned to free the slaves in the
states that had seceded from the Union. The fear among those on the lower rungs of the
economic ladder, and this included the Irish, was that the freed blacks would come North
to the factory towns and take their jobs. Already at the bottom of the heap, at a time
when job postings often stated ‘Irish Need Not Apply’, the tight knit community was
gripped by a spreading fear of further economic disadvantage. Justified or not, fair or
not, the fear was a reality that the situation would make their already hard lives, even

harder.

Riots had already occurred in Cincinnati, Ohio before the riot in Brooklyn on August 4,
1862. An earlier incident at a local Brooklyn saloon had caused wild rumors to circulate
and racial tension had increased in the area. Many of the blacks working in Brooklyn
were off at the emancipation celebrations at the time of the Brooklyn riot, but there was a
group of about 20 working at the Watson Tobacco Factory in Michael’s neighborhood.

392 Ellen McCormick, 25, bornin Ireland. 1860 Federal Census, Kings County. It's
possible that Ellen worked el sewhere and simply boarded with the Oates’ family.
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The black workers from the adjoining Lorillard Tobacco Factory had been sent home in
anticipation of trouble but those at the Watson Tobacco Factory refused to leave. The
white workers had gone home to dinner at noon but the black workers typically remained
at the factory to eat their dinners, or what we would now call lunches.

An attack had been set for 12:30 PM, by a mostly Irish mob. Newspaper accounts at the
time set the number of rioters at 400 but this appears to be an exaggeration. There were
about five or six Negro men remaining at the factory on Sedgwick Street, with the other
workers being mostly Negro women and children.

Michael was having dinner at home when one of his children came in to tell him there
was a fight going on. He and Officer Byrnes of the 43™ Precinct were the first to arrive at
the scene shortly after 12:30 PM. A mob of 50 to 75 people had gathered outside. Bricks
had been thrown through the windows and people were running out the door of the
factory, some with pitchforks in their hands. He personally saw someone strike a

‘colored person’.*”

Michael tried to assist the stricken man back into the factory away from the crowd but got
only about 20 feet before being bombarded with stones and bricks. He arrested the man
throwing the missiles but the crowd wrenched the man free and he ran away. Michael
pursued him and arrested him again as the crowd pressed in to wrest the man free once
more. Knowing one of the men in the crowd, Michael asked for his assistance. The man,
a Mr. Patrick Keenan, one of the defendants in the ensuing trial, did intervene and told
the arrested man it would be best to go with the officer. Thanks in part to Mr. Keenan’s
intervention, Michael managed to get the arrested man to the station house. When he
returned to the scene about a half hour later with reinforcements, the crowd was more
orderly.

The arrested were arraigned in 2™ District Court before Justice Boerum. About a week
later Michael was called to testify against several of the defendants, mostly Irish like
himself, and he gave a griping description of the riot itself.**

Officer Oates identified several of the defendants on trial, and he specifically identified
the one defendant who had threatened to murder one of the blacks with his pitchfork.
Having lived in the neighborhood for about 15 years, and feeling it was a generally
peaceable place, he testified he had never seen the like of the riot before and described it
as a “frightful affair”.

When the precinct captain testified, he described the crowd as being as large as 1,000
people. The mob was throwing stones and bricks and were attempting to drag the colored
workers out. According to the captain’s testimony, when thwarted in this, they turned to

% Testimony by Officer Michael Oates as reported by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, August
12, 1862, page 2.
** Brooklyn Daily Eagle, August 12, 1862.
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trying to burn the building down. The fate of the building was not mentioned at trial.
None of the rioters were convicted.

In September 1862 the Emancipation Proclamation was formally announced and more
riots occurred. On March 3, 1863, Congress passed a conscription act which precipitated
even more violent riots, some of the worst being in the boroughs of New York City. As a
policeman, Michael surely had his hands full.

In the midst of all this turmoil, Michael’s first wife, Catherine, was ill with consumption.
She died on August 25, 1863 at 440 Columbia Street in the Sixth Ward of Brooklyn. She
was 27 years and six months old and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery.*” In the 1865
New York state census, Michael, now a widower at 35, was living in the 6th Ward with
his mother Ann, 56, and his four surviving children: Thomas 10, John 8, Mary 7, and
Michael 5. Ellen McCormick was still around to help with the household.

By 1865 Michael had taken on the job of bell ringer in the fire department at the South
Brooklyn bell tower**® for which he was paid an annual sum of $900.*’ The bell ringer
occupation was an interesting twist and was brought about as the Brooklyn Fire
Department tried to expand its services and make these services more efficient.

Prior to establishing the position of bell ringer, it was difficult for the fire fighters to find
the location of a reported fire. Getting to the fire and putting it out as fast as possible
was, of course, of the utmost importance. So the post of bell ringer was established, a
position similar to that used in other large cities of the time. Immediately upon
discovering a fire, the person making the discovery would go to the nearest police station
and inform the officer in charge. That officer, via some means of communication with
headquarters, would notify the nearest bell tower. Similar to a telegraph, the bell ringer
would communicate the district in which the fire was located to the fire department, by
means of a transmitter via a series of taps. He, and it was always a he, would strike the
alarm on his bell. The engines and horse drawn trucks, would then scour the given
district until they found the fire. By today’s standards this was not exactly efficient, but it
was a far cry over the previous methods.

Mary Sheridan married Michael Oates about 1868 and added seven children to those he
already had with his deceased first wife. Only four of the seven, two sons and two
daughters, survived as long as 1900.°*

%% Brooklyn Deaths, 1863, certificate number 4573, FHL film 1,323,654.

3% Manuel of the Common Council of the City of Brooklyn for 1866, compiled by Henry
McCloskey, City Clerk, Arthur Brown, New York, 1866, page 42.

97 Brooklyn Daily Eagle, February 27, 1865, page 2.

3% 1900 Federal Census, Kings County, Brooklyn.
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Their first child together was James, born January 5, 1869.° In August 1870 Mary and
Michael were still in the 6" ward of Brooklyn and Michael was still a city fireman.
Whether or not this proved to be a less dangerous job than policeman is unknown. Mary
was raising the four children from his first marriage and his mother, Ann, now 60, was
with them, as was Mary’s sister, Annie Sheridan, in 1870.

Michael’s mother died on June 14, 1874 in Brooklyn of congestion of the lungs,
consumption.”” In 1880 the Oates family was at 496 Hicks Street in Brooklyn.*"!
Michael’s son, Michael J., 20, a plumber, was living at home with them. Their son
James, now 11, was in school and three more children had been added to their family, a
daughter Ann, 9, born January 7, 1871,** a son Charles, born on May 12, 1873, and a
daughter, Margaret, born in 1875.

MORAN--In Brooklyn, on 8unday, Juno 14, A¥N, relict
of Thomas Moram, a native of Clenbrony, Qounty Long-
. ford, Ireland, in the 67th year of herage. :
" " Relatives and friends of the family are respectfally in-
vited to attend the funeoral, from $he residence of her son,
Michael Oates, 406 Hioksst,, South Brooklyn, on Taesday
morning, at half-past nine o'clock ; thence to Bt. Petar's
- Church, corner of Hicksand Warren sts., where a solemn
- mazs of requiem will be offered for the repose of her sounl; |
' thence to the Cemetery of the Holy Oross, Flatbush. .

[llustration 70: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 15, 1874. Obituary of
Michael Oates mother.

Mary’s son Charles died of diphtheria on July 14, 1877 in Brooklyn.*” He was four
years, two months, and two days old and had been sick for six days. He was buried on
July 15. Five days later, at 6 AM on July 19, 1877, Mary’s daughter Margaret died of
diphtheria.*®* She was two years old and had been sick for only three days. They were
both buried at Holy Cross Cemetery.

A daughter Catherine was born on January 7, 1878. She died eight days later on January
15, 1878 at 4:00 AM of trismus nascentium. Sometimes called Lock-Jaw of Infants or
Nine-Day Fits, in 1884 this was sometimes considered to be the result of cranial,

3% Brooklyn, Kings County Births, year 1869, page 144, FHL film 1,315,322

“ New York, New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949, 1874, certificate number
4728, FHL film 1,323,711. Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 15, 1874, page 3.

1 1880 Federal census, Kings County, taken June 1880.

42 New York, New York, City Births, 1846-1909. Certificate number 85, FHL film
1,324,348.

43 Brooklyn, Kings County Deaths, 1877, certificate number 5790, FHL film 1,323,733.
% Brooklyn, Kings County Deaths, 1877, certificate number 6025, FHL film 1,323,733.
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occipital, or parietal displacement, which could result from complications during labor.*”
The child would experience frequent contractions of the lower jaw, spreading to the rest

of the face and extremities.**

Now it is considered a form of tetanus seen only in infants,

usually in the first five days of life, probably due to infection of the umbilical stump.
Catherine was buried the same day at Holy Cross Cemetery. Mary had lost three children

in the space of six months.

A son, George Peter, was born about 1879, followed by another daughter, Josephine, born
in October 1882.*7 George would follow in his father’s footsteps in the fire department.
Mary’s sister, Ann Sheridan, 34, continued to live with them and worked as a paper
stainer. In 1880, they had a boarder, Catherine Reilly, 23, born in Ireland about 1857,
probably a cousin through Mary Oates’s mother, Ann Reilly Sheridan.

A YRTERAN FIRRMAN DRAMY,

Mlchael Oates, an old member of the Vol-
untser ¥ire Daparhnont and » ponsloner o! the presont
one, died this morning, at his residenes, on Hicke
streos, pear Dogrow. He was 53 years of, age and
leaves a wilp and ajght obildren. ¥For yoars Alr, Oales
‘wes & membor of Neptune, No.32, thp old Volunteer
eng\re company which lay in Hiokp élrest, near De-
graw. It was in the old engino housb thad Mr. Oates
dlod. When the present deparfmant wae arganized,-
Mr. Oater was appointed to the sams poaition ho was
‘Allling when the change ‘took plass, that of bell ringey
at the Sonth Brooklyn ball tower. Heo held this posi.
tion for ffteen years, Under tha administration of
Fire Commissioner Worth hoe was pensioned. A hand-
some watoh, presented to bim by the members of No. 9
Hosa (voluntaors), will ba rafficd at Ar. James Ken-
nady’s, corner of Hicke and Degeaw atroets, for the
bansfit of tho family, Ohfet Nevins, District Epglueor
Farley, Foromen Samuel Duff, James Dale, John F,
Dobson and other membars of the dcpartment srq
upon the qommittas,

Illustration 71: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, January 5,
1883.

Michael Oates died on Friday
morning, January 5, 1883 at the
age of 53 of pyaemia and ulcers of
the leg. Given his occupation and
the dangers attached, it isn’t
unreasonable to assume he may
have been injured on the job at
least once, and probably far more
often. He had been treated for the
affliction for 6 months prior to his
death.*”® Pyaemia or pyemia is a
type of septicemia that leads to
wide abscesses of a metastatic
nature. The abscesses or ulcers
are caused by staphylococcus
bacteria in the blood. Prior to
antibiotics, it was almost always
fatal. Once it was contracted,
Michael never stood a chance. He
had received a commemorative
watch when he retired from the
force and it was sold at auction
after his death to help the family
financially.

405 The Lock-Jaw of Infants (Trismus Nascentium) or Nine-Day Fits, Crying Spasms, etc.:

Its History, Cause, Prevention, and Cure. JAMA, 1884

46 A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Children, John Forsyth Meigs, William Pepper,

P. Blakiston, 1882. Google Books.
Y7 Josephine's birth certificate has not been found.
“% EHL film 1,323,779, certificate number #173.
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We don’t know what Mary and the children did to support themselves after they lost
Michael but she did receive his annual pension of $300 after he died.*”” Certainly the
children who remained at home also supported the family. Mary was a frequent visitor to
the home of her first cousin, Bridget Brady. In 1900 she and the family were at 492
Hicks St. in Brooklyn. Now a widow for 17 years, four of her children were still living:
James, George, Josephine, and Annie. As happened with many other Irish families of the
time, her three unmarried children were living at home with their mother. James was a
shipping clerk, George P., a lithographer, and Josephine, a seamstress.

Mary Sheridan Oates died December 17, 1905 at 12:30 AM of stomach cancer at 588
Henry Street in Brooklyn. She was buried in the family plot at Holy Cross Cemetery.
She had suffered for six months with cancer. Her death certificate stated she had been in
New York for 44 years.*"® She may have lived in Manhattan for a time if her father
immigrated and lived on Goerck Street, a possibility. Her death certificate gave her age
as 57 confirming 1848 as the year of her birth. She left an estate worth $40. Her son,
James, filed her probate papers.

CATES—On Sunday, December 17, MARY
OATES, beloved wife of the late Michael
Oates.

Punera) from her late residence, 588 Henry
8t, Tuesday, Decemter 19, at 9:30 A.M.;
thence to St. Stephen’s Church, Hicks
and Summit sts,

[llustration 72: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, December 18, 1905,
page 22.

Mary and Michael are buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in the same grave as her sisters
Annie and Margaret Sheridan, Michael’s first wife Catherine Matson Oates, their children
James Oates and Annie Oates Knippler, and their granddaughter, Maria Minogue.

49 “ Third Annual Message of Honorable Seth Low, Mayor of Brooklyn: with Annual
Reports of Heads of Departments of the City Government” , January 7, 1884, Printed for
the Corporation, Statement H, pages 196-197.

41 Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1898-1920, certificate number 23030, FHL film
1,324,112.
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Illustration 73: Grave of Michael and Mary Sheridan Oates has no
tombstone. Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn. © 2011

James C. Oates was born on January 5, 1869. He married Sarah Sullivan, the daughter of
William and Catherine Reilly Sullivan, between 1910 and 1920. Called Sadie by the
family, she was born on May 22, 1872. They lived at 94 Amity Street in Brooklyn.

James worked as a clerk at the National Biscuit Company, retiring on August 1, 1935.
Sick for more than two years, he died on March 9, 1938 of sclerosis of the myocardium,
arteriosclerosis, and hypertension.*"' He was buried in the same plot at Holy Cross as his
mother and father.*’> Sarah died at St. Peter’s Hospital in Brooklyn on March 5, 1942 of
cardiac failure*”’ and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery.

I Certificate number 5170, FHL film 2,131,459.
12 Holy Cross Cemetery, Section Plot, Row 29, plot 48.
13 Certificate number 4841, FHL film 2,133,887.
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Mary Sheridan Oates’ daughter, Annie F., married Adolph F. Knippler, a lithographer,
between 1892 and 1905. Adolph was born February 13, 1864 in Jersey City, New Jersey,
the son of Anton*'* and Wilhelmina Kurtz Knippler,*> German immigrants. They had
several children. Their first child, Ruth W., born on March 31, 1897,*'¢ died on July 26,
1902 at 188 19" Street in Brooklyn and was buried in Greenwood Cemetery. She was
five years old.*'” Ruth was followed by: Dudley, born around 1900; Arthur, born about
1902; Jerome Wesley, born September 29, 1903*'*; Lewis Sheridan, born August 28,
1905*"; Cyril Gordon, born November 18, 1907*° who died March 11, 1947; Otis Rider
(Gregory), born November 17, 1909*'; and lastly, Anna Virginia, born about 1917.

In 1910 and 1920 the Knipplers were renting a place at 241 Court street. Between then
and 1930 they moved to a row of two story houses at 131 Martense Street. Their son,
Dudley, had married Margaret Steffens on June 12, 1923,* and he lived there with his
family, paying $52 a month rent and working as a clerk in the post office.

Annie and Adolph lived in the other half of the duplex with Arthur, now a city inspector,
Cyril/Gordon, a clerk in a florist shop, Gregory/Otis, a telephone installer, and Anna
Virginia. They paid $55 a month rent. Adolph was still working as a lithographer in a
print shop. Anna was a member of the Attendant Nurses Club of the YWCA.

Annie Oates Knippler died at 58, at home at 131 Martense Street, on August 31, 1930 of
gastric carcinoma with complications of myocardial failure and was buried at Holy Cross
Cemetery in Brooklyn with her mother and other family members.**® The house at 131
Martense Street still stands in 2017. Adolph died on January 20, 1946 at 129 Martense

414 Anton Knippler was born in Germany about 1835 and died in Brooklyn on November
14, 1925. Hewas a retired barber and was buried at New York Lay Cemetery in
Brooklyn. New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795 — 1949, certificate number 20830,
FHL film 2,048,058. He was 90 years old.

5 \WIhelmina Kurtz Knippler died in Brooklyn on February 2, 1911. She was the
daughter of Valentine and Magarite Kurtz and was born about 1835 in Germany. New
York City Municipal Deaths, 1795 — 1949. Certificate number 2455, FHL film
1,324,228.

416 Certificate number 4635, FHL film 1,324,433

“I” New York, New York Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949, 1902 Certificate 13573, FHL film
1,324,050.

418 Certificate number 22704, FHL film 1,991,336

19 Certificate number 22295, FHL film 1,991,794

29 New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949, certificate number 5568, FHL film
2,167,622

21 Certificate number 37299, FHL film 2,022,753

422 Certificate number 6858. Brooklyn Italian Geneal ogy, www.italiangen.org.

3 Section Plots, Row 29, Plot 48.
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Street in Brooklyn and was buried at New York Bay Cemetery in Jersey City, New

424

Jersey.** He was 81 years old.**

KNIPPLER—On Sunday, Aug. 31,
ANNIE OATES KNIPPLER, beloved
wife of Adolph Knippler, mother of
Dudley, Arthur, Wesley, Sheriden,
Gordon, Otis and Virginia Knip-
pler; sister of James and Lieut.
George Oates, N, Y. F. Dept., and
Mrs. Josephine Minogue, Funeral
from her residence, 131 Martense
St.,, Wednesday, Sept. 3, 9:30 am,
Requiem mass Holy Cross Church,
Church Ave, 10 a.m,

Illustration 74: Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
September 2, 1930, page 15.

Lewis Sheridan Knippler, called Sheridan
by the family, became a typewriter cleaner
and was living with his father in 1925.
Otis, Virginia, Arthur and Gordon also
lived at home.

Virginia Knippler had married a Freeman
by 1946. Nothing further is known.

Mary Sheridan’s son, George Peter Oates
married Alice E. O’Grady on September 8,
1908 at St. Stephens Catholic Church in
Brooklyn.* Alice, born in Jersey City,

New Jersey, was the daughter of James and Maria Saunders O’Grady. George’s brother
James stood up for him at the wedding as did Lulu O’Grady.

Like his father before him, George became a fireman. Like his father before him, the job

would take his life.

In 1910 George and Alice were living with George’s brother James and his sister
Josephine and her husband at 717 Greenwood Avenue in Brooklyn. Alice had given birth

to one child but the child died.**’

By 1920 George and his growing family are at 1315 Prospect Avenue in Brooklyn. He
and Alice have three sons, Joseph R., 7, John W., 4, and William F., 1, and George has
been promoted to lieutenant with the New York Fire Dept.

By 1930 George and Alice Oates, at 296 Sherman St, Assembly District 12, have added
two daughters to their family, Alice, 9, and Marian, 5. They own their home, worth
$6,000, and George was still a lieutenant with the fire department. In 1940 the family

“* Now called Bayview - New York Bay Cemetery, 321 Garfield Avenue, Jersey City,

Hudson County, New Jersey.

> Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1919-1949, Certificate number 1882, FHL film

2,167,311.

6 New York, Brooklyn, Marriage Certificates, 1866-1937, certificate number 6929. FHL

film 1,613,289.

“7 As of thiswriting, only one Oates child who died in that time period has been found.
Margaret, daughter of John Oates and Mary Short, born May 31, 1908, died in Brooklyn
on October 17, 1908, certificate number 19499, FHL film 1,324,176.
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was still together at the same address. Their son Joseph had become a fireman with the
city following in his father’s and grandfather’s footsteps. John was a soda dispenser at a
store and William was an attendant at a gas station. Their daughter Alice was a secretary
at a dress shop and Marian was still at school.

Following in his father Michael’s footsteps, George Oates gave his all to his job. He died
in the line of duty on March 3, 1949 in New York. A member of Engine Company 283,
he had been injured on Dec. 12, 1947, in a fire at Alabama Avenue and Linden
Boulevard, the call having come in from alarm box 77-1928.** His Requiem Mass was
celebrated at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church on March 7, 1949.

Mary’s youngest daughter, Josephine, born in October 1882, married Joseph Horton
Minogue* on January 5, 1902.**° Joe was born December 18, 1879 in Ithaca, New York,
the son of Timothy Minogue and Mary Conway. He was a bartender when they married.
Her brother James lived with them for a time.

Joseph and Josephine had three daughters: Josephine Grace, born February 27, 1907;*"
Maria Minogue; and Dorothy. Maria died in July 1903 and was buried in the Oates plot
at Holy Cross.** Joseph died of pneumonia at home, 717 Greenwood Avenue,** on
September 27, 1916 in Brooklyn.”* At the time of his death he was employed at the

Amsterdam Opera House in Manhattan. He was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery.*

Josephine continued living in Brooklyn and was at 1012 Ocean Avenue, in the 21%
assembly District, in the 29" Ward in 1930. Her two daughters, Grace, 23, and Dorothy
C., 17, were with her. A little ahead of her time, Josephine had a job as an office
supervisor with the telephone company. Grace was a stenographer with a sugar broker.
They were renting their apartment for $60 a month and they had a radio.

¥ The number 77 specifies Brooklyn. 1928 specifies Alabama Avenue and Linden
Boulevard.

“» Minogue is a variation on the Irish surnames Mannix and Monaghan, both associated
with the Casey branch of the family. Varieties and Synonymes of Surnames and Christian
Namesin Ireland, for the guidance of registration officers and the public in searching the
indexes of births, deaths, and marriages, Matheson, Robert E., Sr, Alex, Thom, and Co.,
Limited, 1901, Dublin, page 49.

% New York, Brooklyn, Marriage Certificates, 1866-1937, certificate number 7558, FHL
film 1,562,348.

“1 New York, New York City Births, 1846-1909, certificate 6703, FHL film 1,992,591.

“2 Holy Cross Cemetery Brooklyn, Plots section, row 29, plot 48.

43 The New York Times, September 29, 1916, page 13.

% Brooklyn death records, Joseph H. Minogue, died Sept. 27, 1916 at 32 years# 19651,
FHL film 1,324,302.

3 Section Hona, Row 20, Plot 46S.
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By 1940 Josephine was living with her daughter Grace and Grace’s husband William
Flannery, their two children, and her other daughter Dorothy, at 143 Bromley Road in
Hempstead, Nassau County, New York. She was still working as a telephone company
supervisor. She died in November 1956 and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery.**

Children from Michael Oates first marriage

Thomas Oates worked as a plumber and may have married Cecilia Carrolin on February
5, 1882 in Brooklyn.*’

John F. Oates, worked as a tin roofer. He died two days after a fall on February 10,
1888.%" While a notice in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle suggested he fell because he had too
much to drink, that was not the case. A coroner’s inquest ruled that he died of fatty
degeneration of the heart, and so he likely collapsed from that. He died in Long Island
College Hospital. He was 31 years old and married.*”

Michael J. Oates, Jr. worked as a plumber. Nothing further is known.

6 Saction Hona, Row 20, Plot 45S,

“7 Brooklyn Italian Genealogy, Kings County, Certificate number 528.

% Brooklyn Daily Eagle, February 8, 1888, page 6. New York City Municipal Deaths,
1795-1949, certificate number 2181, FHL film 1,323,832.

% Coroner’s Certificate of Death, Kings County, New York, 1888, certificate 2181.
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Anne Sheridan

» . Tom and Anne Reilly Sheridan’s daughter, Anne, was
Thomas Sheridan born about 1847.4° She lived with her sister Mary Oates
m. Anne Reily for most, if not all, of her life in Brooklyn, and died on
| May 15, 1894 of pneumonia at 492 Hicks Street in
Anne (abt, 1847-1334) Brooklyn, Ward 6. She had lingered for 5 days. There

(unmarried) were two families at this address and Annie lived on the
1* floor. No parents’ names were on the death certificate.
She was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn on
May 18, 1894,*" in the same plot that would hold her sister Mary, years later. Her death
certificate stated she immigrated to America around 1868, so the family may not have all
emigrated from Ireland at the same time.

Bridget Sheridan — the Possible Fourth Child

Tom and Anne Sheridan’s fourth child was
mentioned once in a letter from Catherine
Mullen Davy, to her aunt Biddy Casey in |
August 1884. In the letter she mentioned .

thatg another of Thomas Sheridan’s children Bridget (abt. "E ?.- 1853)

died in the summer of 1883.*? No mention L. e Rz R O

was made of gender or where the person Ruhlvert (1861-1885)

died. Further complicating the search, if m. Mary Anne O’ Neil

the Sheridan referenced in the letter was Richard h-iichael (1863-1885)
female, and she was married, ﬁpding her (unmarried)

woulil. be exponer{[tleillykmore difficult. But John Charles (1867-1908)
sometimes one gets lucky.

Thomas Sheridan
m. Anne Reilly

(unmarried)
James (1874-1911)

A Thomas Sheridan was run over by a (unmarried)

truck, certainly horse drawn, in Jersey City,
New Jersey in October, 1883, at the age of
50. This Thomas would have been born about 1833, a date that would be in keeping with
a marriage in 1831 in Granard. However, Jersey City in Hudson County, did not include
parents’ names on the death records of the time, making it impossible to prove or
disprove if this was the missing descendant.

“ Annie's ageisillusive. It varied wildly in both the New York state and Federal census
from 1870 to 1892. In all of these, she lived with her sister, Mary Oates, and Mary’s
family.

“! Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1862-1897, certificate number 7176, FHL film
1,323,917. Holy Cross Cemetery, Plots section, row 29, plot 48

“2 Letter from Catherine Mullen Davy to her aunt, Biddy Casey, dated August 24, 1884.
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Bridget Sheridan Fitzsimmons, born in Ireland about 1837, died in Manhattan on
September 17, 1883. The daughter of Thomas and Ann Sheridan, her full name may have
been Catherine Bridget or Bridget Catherine. She married James Fitzsimmons, either in
Ireland or, most likely, in America, around 1860 or before. James worked as a cartman or
driver and was the son of Thomas and Ann Fitzsimmons.

In 1870 the Fitzsimmons family was living on the second floor at 25 Goerck Street in the
13th Ward on the edge of the Bowery with three sons, Robert, Michael, and Charles.
Robert was born in January, 1861. Michael was born about 1863. Charles was born
about 1867. A Richard Fitzsimmons, two years old, and an Ellen Fitzsimmons, seven
months old, died of scarlet fever in the 13™ Ward of Manhattan in May 1860 but it isn’t
known if these were Bridget’s children. In the 1866 New York city directory, a Thomas
Sheridan was living at 37 Goerck Street and working as a painter.

The Fitzsimmons family was still at 25 Goerck Street in 1880 and another son, James,
born about 1874 had been added to the family. The census listed a son named Richard,
born about 1864, who was probably Michael in the 1870 census. He was working as a
clerk in a store.

Bridget Sheridan Fitzsimmons died three years later on September 17, 1883. A coroner’s
inquest was held so she probably was not being treated for a heart condition. A ruling
was made on September 18 that she died of angina pectoris at 25 Goerck Street.**® James
purchased two graves in Section 12, Range 32, Plot W, Grave 11 & 12, at Calvary
Cemetery on September 19, 1883.*** Over the years seven family members would be
buried in the two graves.

Bridget’s son Richard died on Monday, April 27, 1885 in a fall from the roof top of 39
Goerck Street. His body was found in the alley between 39 and 41 Goerck. He was 21
years old.** An inquest was held but was still pending when the death certificate was
released. It was believed he fell from the roof when he was sleeping there, and died of a
fractured skull. He was buried in grave 11 with his mother at Calvary Cemetery.

“3 Another Fitzsimmons family, James and Bridget, lived in Manhattan with a son, John,
born about 1868 who died on May 21, 1908, and a son James, born about 1878 who died
on February 25, 1911, who never married and was buried at Calvary Cemetery. A
daughter Nellie Irene, born about 1871, died on June 17, 1897. Another daughter Mary;,
born about 1869, died in Kings County, either on December 29, 1870, certificate 10592,
or June 30, 1870, certificate 4222.

4“4 Calvary Cemetery, deed 182, 846.

** Manhattan Death Certificates, 1866-1919, certificate 526429, FHL film 1,373,966.
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The lower East side of Manhattan was filled with people, horses, and carts. Along
with the horses came tons of manure and with the people, garbage. Crammed into
small rooms, often six or more to a room, tenement dwellers could escape the
overcrowding and heat of their apartments on the roofs of the buildings. A
temperature of 90° could easily translate to 120° inside the tenements. When the heat
and humidity struck, they would often sleep on the roof, as sleeping in the parks and
public areas was outlawed. Often they simply sought a place of refuge on the roof.
“During the summer of 1896, a ten day heat wave killed nearly 1,500 people, many
of them tenement dwellers, across New York City ...” They took to the rooftops, and
they took to the fire escapes, trying to catch a breath of fresh air ... somebody would
fall asleep ... roll off the top of a five story tenement, crash into the courtyard below
and be killed.’

Hot Time in the Old Town, Edward P. Kohn, Basic Books, a member of the Perseus
Group, 2010. Author interview, Fresh Air, National Public Radio, August 11, 2010.

Bridget’s son Robert John was a ‘truckman’, operating a horse drawn truck in 1880. He
married Mary Anne O’Neil, the daughter of Hugh and Jennie Ward O’Neil, on January
26, 1885 in Manhattan**® in a ceremony performed by William Everett, the rector of
Nativity Church in Manhattan.**” They had one son Richard, born in December 1885
who died in January 1886, and another son Joseph, born about 1889 who died at the age
of 3 on August 4, 1892.*** Both sons are buried in the family plot at Calvary Cemetery.

Mary Anne O’Neil Fitzsimmons died at home at 8 PM on July 7, 1902 of asthemia,
complicated by pneumonia. Her surviving children, Robert, born April 1888, Mary, born
March 1887, John J., born August 1891, Bernadette, born April 1893, and Joseph, born
November 1894, went to live with Mary Anne’s sister, Catherine O’Neil after the death of
their mother.*” Bernadette married Joseph Sake on July 30, 1914 in Manhattan. Joseph
was the son of Frederick and Mary Bolan Sake and was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey.*”
Robert’s son John J. married Sarah Mahon, called Sadie, on June 18, 1916 in
Manbhattan.”' Robert John, may have died on August 1, 1928.*

#6 Manhattan Marriage Records, 1866-1937, certificate 53826, FHL film 1,570,676.
“71bid., 1885, number 53826, FHL film 1,570,676.

“¥ New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795 — 1949, certificate number 29179, 1892, FHL
film 1,322,844,

“ Federal census 1910, New York, Borough of Manhattan, 1910, 18™ Ward, Supervisor
District 1, Enumeration District 949, Sheet 12B.

% New York, New York City Marriages,1829 -1 940, certificate number 25837, FHL film
1,613,925.

“! New York, New York City Marriage Records, 1829 — 1940, certificate number 16394,
FHL film 1,614,507.

2 Bridget’s maiden name was not listed on the death certificate.
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Bridget Sheridan Fitzsimmons’ son John, who was probably Charles, lived at 6 Mangin
Street in Manhattan and died of chronic pulmonary tuberculosis, consumption, at 11 PM
on May 21, 1908. He had been admitted to Bellevue Hospital ten days earlier.*® He was
40 years old and was buried in the family plot at Calvary Cemetery in Manhattan.

Her husband James died at home on June 6, 1907 with a coroner’s ruling of chronic
nephritis, a nonspecific term for any chronic inflammatory process arising in the
kidney.** He was living at 8 Goerck Street at the time and his body was removed to 547
Grand Street. He was buried at Calvary Cemetery in the same grave as his wife and three
of his sons.

Their son James never married and died of acute rheumatic fever, complicated by acute
endocarditis, at 1:15 AM on February 25, 1911 at Gouveruen Hospital. He had been
living at 576 Grand Street and had been hospitalized for 22 days.* He was buried in the
family grave at Calvary Cemetery.

Bridget Sheridan Fitzsimmons’ only descendants are the descendants of her son Robert.

3 Sate of New York, Certificate and Record of Death, 1908, number 16703, FHL film
1,323,187.

4 ate of New York, Certificate and Record of Death, 1908, number 19057, FHL film
1,323,155.

5 Sate of New York, Certificate and Record of Death, 1911, number 6539, FHL film
1,323,271.
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Catherine Sheridan’s Descendants

Michael Mullen

Kitty Sheridan and Tom Mullen’s oldest known son,
Michael, was born about 1837. He was living with the
family in Brooklyn in the 1855 New York state census but
was not with his father and brother in 1860. Nothing
further is known about him and he is not mentioned by
name in any family letter.**®

Catherine Sheridan
m. Thomas Mullen

Michael (abt. 1837-7)

Catherine Mullen Davy

Catherine Sheridan Kitty Sheridan Mqllen n'ame('l her Olfl?st daughter
m. Thomas Mullen Catherine, in keeping with Irish tradition, aft;r
| herself and probably her own mother, Catherine

Catherine (1840-1922) Masterson Sheridan, believed by this author to
m. Patrick Davy have died in Boone County, Virginia, between
| ) 1850 and 1853.
Thomas (1866-1887)
(unmarried) Catherine Mullen was baptized in
Catherine (1868-1943) Edgeworthstown, Ireland on December 29,
(unmarried) 1840.%" Her sponsors were John Kiernan and
John F. (1869-1917) Margaret Mullen. Like her cousins, Catherine
m. Mary P. Reynolds was sometimes confused about when she was
James (1871-2) born but the official baptismal record must be
Edward (1873-1873) accepted as factual. Most people of that time had
(unmarried) no need of official certificates. In an agrarian

Joseph P. (1874-1891)
(unmarried)
Annie (1875-1905)
m. Max John Salzmann
Hattie (1877-1881)

(unmarried) . . .
William T. (1878-1917) Catherine first appeared in America in Brooklyn

(unmarried) in the 1855 state census. She was a servant in the
Walter JDSEP'I (]EE]-") William Hewlett household in the 10‘}‘ Ward of
m. Marv A. Diver Brooklyn at the age of 15. By 1860 she was a
’ domestic servant with the John McGregor family

society, other than for planting and harvesting,
dates were not all that important. Such record
keeping in early Ireland was illegal for Catholics
anyway.

6 A Michael E. Mullen died at 30 in Brooklyn on June 14, 1866, certificate number
3140, Soundex M450.
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in the 7th ward of Brooklyn, at the corner of Washington and DeKalb Streets. A
merchant from New Hampshire, John McGregor and his wife Eleanor had five
children.”® The area had several wealthy merchants employing servants and Catherine
herself confirmed this arrangement with the McGregor’s in her Civil War pension
application.

Called Katie by the family, Catherine corresponded with her aunt, Biddy Casey, but only
one letter survives.* She was mentioned in several more letters written by her cousin,
Bridget Brady.

Catherine spent the Civil War years in Brooklyn, but by June 30, 1865 she was no longer
working for the McGregor family.*® On July 27, 1865 she married a returning Civil War
veteran named Patrick Davy at St. Patrick’s Church, at the corner of Kent and
Willoughby Avenue, Brooklyn.*®" The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Edward
Fitzpatrick, with her sister Annie Mullen serving as a witness along with Denis Slattery.
A dispensation was obtained from the Bishop prior to the marriage, indicating an
impediment to the marriage existed. It may have been as simple as a dispensation from
having the banns published for the required three weeks.*** This was a first, and only,
marriage for both.*®

Patrick was born on June 15, 1837 in Ireland, the son of John Davy and Aleta Hattie
Killcerley.**® Patrick was from Cashilcawley, in the parish of Achonry, in County Sligo,
and immigrated to America about 1849 when he was 12.*¢ A Davy family had lived in
Edgeworthstown at the time Catherine was there, so they might have known each other in

7T EHL film 1,279,219, Edgeworthstown/Mostrim Catholic records. Catherine
maintained in her Civil War pension application that she was born in December 1843 but
the official, original parish registers must be accepted as factual.

% 1860 Federal Census, 2™ District, 7" Ward, Brooklyn, New York, page 126.

49« | hear fromyou through Katie Mullen.” Letter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Biddy
Casey, May 20, 1886.

“0 New York State census, 1865, Kings County, 1% Election District, 7" Ward, page 58.

1 &, Patrick’s (1843) merged with the Italian &. Lucy’s to become . Lucy - . Patrick
Church in 1974. 1t then merged with Mary of Nazareth in 2011. Records are at the new
church.

62 §linonte, Joseph M., 1956, Bishop Loughlin’s Dispensations, Diocese of Brooklyn,
1859-1865, volume 1, 974.72 K28s, FHL. For more information, contact the Chancellor
of the Diocese of Brooklyn, 75 Greene Street, PO Box C, Brooklyn, NY 11202, (718) 399-
5900.

463 Patrick Davy pension files.

464 Patrick’s pension record specifies first that the year was 1835, then 1837. For the
pension, Patrick filed an affidavit stating that there was no living relative, or existing
church record, and/or schoolmates that would have knowledge of his birth date. His
brother Michael was still alive at the time but was a younger brother.

4> Patrick Davy pension file.
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Ireland or their families may have been acquainted. In 1917 Patrick’s brother Michael
stated in an affidavit that he had known Catherine Mullen since at least 1859, a date
which precedes her marriage to his brother.*"’

At 5 foot 7 inches tall, with a fair complexion, blue eyes, and brown hair,**® Patrick fit the
pretty typical description of an Irishman for the time. He had two brothers: John, born
about 1833, and Michael,** born about 1838, and two sisters Anne, born about 1843, and
Bridget born about 1845.*”° Anne appears to have either married or died between 1865
and 1870.*"

Shortly after Fort Sumter was fired upon, Patrick signed up to fight for the Union in the
Civil War. He first enlisted in Company F, 13" Regiment, New York State Militia, on
April 23, 1861. The regiment, comprised of eight companies under Colonel Abel Smith,
left the state that day for three months duty around Washington, D.C. Serving as infantry
in Annapolis and Baltimore, Maryland, the regiment took part in an engagement near the
Lighthouse at Smith’s Point, Chesapeake Bay, on May 18, 1861.** Baltimore was in a
state of rebellion in the Spring of 1861. The city was full of Southern sympathizers and
Union troops were sent to quell the riots. Patrick and his regiment were discharged and
mustered out on August 6, 1861 at Brooklyn.*”

He next enlisted in Company K of the 139" New York Volunteer Infantry. Colonel
Anthony Cook had been authorized to begin recruiting for this regiment from the
outlying areas of Kings and Queens counties on July 28, 1862. The regiment was to
serve for 3 years beginning September 9, 1862 continuing through June 19, 1865.

6 An Owen Davy and a Patrick Davy were listed in the Tithe Applotment books for
Cashilcawly in 1827.

467 Patrick Davy pension file.

468 Patrick Davy Civil War pension application.

9 Michael Davy was living at 123 Clinton Avenue in Brooklyn when he witnessed
Catherine Mullen Davy’s application for a widow's pension on May 15, 1917. A
policeman, Michael died on April 13, 1924 in Brooklyn. Hiswife, Margaret Anderson
Davy, died on February 2, 1907.

10 Federal census 1850, New York, Kings County, Brooklyn, 7" Ward, page 246,
September 12, 1850.

71 In 1883 a Patrick Davy placed an ad looking for information about his brother
Mathew who had immigrated to the USand had previoudly lived at Court Street,
Brooklyn. This Patrick was living at 340 East 47" S. New York City, and no association
has been made with our family.

472 At the time, secessionists were very strong in Maryland. Lincoln worked hard to
prevent Maryland from seceding from the Union, but rail traffic through Baltimore was
under constant aggression by secessionists. Team of Rivals, Doris Kearns Goodwin,
Smon & Schuster, 2006.

7 New York in the War of Rebellion, 3 edition, Frederick Phisterer, Albany, J.B. Lyon
Co., 1912.
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Consisting of about 1,000 men in total, Companies E and K were organized at Brooklyn.
Catherine’s brother, Tommie Mullen, enlisted in Company E of the same 139" New York
Volunteers.

The regiment left the state on September 11, 1862, ironically, for Virginia, and spent its
first winter there. It served in Virginia for the duration of the war participating first at
Yorktown, then Fort McGruder, Crump’s Crossroads, Chickahominy and Forge Bridge.
While fighting at Bottom’s Bridge the regiment escaped casualties. The 139" reinforced
the Army of the Potomac under Ulysses S. Grant at Cold Harbor, where it fought with
gallantry and suffered 33 killed, 118 wounded and 2 missing.*”* After a stinging defeat,
Grant pulled his army from Cold Harbor and moved south to Petersburg, taking the 139"
New York with him.

In May 1864, while part of General Butler’s army, the 139" regiment assaulted
Petersburg along the James River and suffered further casualties. “It then went into
position (at Petersburg) on the right of the line, where it lost men almost daily by reason
of its proximity to the enemy’s pickets and being exposed to incessant firing. In the latter
part of August it was relieved (at Petersburg) and went into the defenses of Bermuda
Hundred.”*” The regiment took part in the brilliant and successful assault on Fort
Harrison and the siege of Richmond. It served at Swift Creek, Proctor’s Creek, and
Drewry’s Bluff.

In December 1864 the regiment was posted on the North bank of the James River in front
of Richmond where it remained until the fall of Petersburg. The 139" entered Richmond
without opposition on April 3, 1865.

The 139™ New York Volunteer Infantry mustered out honorably as scheduled on June 19,
1865 at Richmond, Virginia, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Thomas
Mulcahy. By that time it had lost 5 officers and 70 enlisted men killed outright or
mortally wounded in action. Another 2 officers and 78 enlisted men were lost to disease
and other causes, including eight enlisted men who died while prisoners of the
Confederacy.

Patrick had entered the war as a Private at the age of 25. He was promoted to full
Corporal on September 29, 1864 during the siege of Petersburg and mustered out of his
company four days early, on June 15, 1865 in Richmond, Virginia.*”® He married
Catherine Mullen six weeks later in Brooklyn.

Patrick was a glass worker all of his life and he and Catherine made their home in
Brooklyn. The Davy family moved around quite a bit but stayed within the same general
area of Brooklyn and its Irish enclaves.

477,000 soldiers died at Cold Harbour in just 20 minutes. Ken Burns, The Civil War.
IS History of the 139" NY.
476 NARA, Film M551, roll 33.
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By April 16, 1870, the couple was living in the 7" Ward in Brooklyn with three children
and his mother, Aleta, called Hattie, Davy.*”” Thomas was born April 13, 1866, followed
by Catherine on January 15, 1868. A second son, John F. was born September 26,
1869.*" These were followed rapidly by James, born October 19, 1871; Edward, born
March 27, 1873; Joseph P., born May 16, 1874; Annie, born December 13, 1875; Hattie,
born July 11, 1877; William T., born December 27, 1878; and finally Walter Joseph, born
February 26, 1881.

Together Catherine and Patrick had ten children. Catherine outlived all but two, or
possibly three, of them.

The first to die was little Edward on August 16, 1873. Sick for five days he died at 185
Classon Avenue of cholera infantum, an acute infectious disease characterized by
diarrhea, vomiting, rapid emaciation, and extreme prostration. Buried the next day at
Holy Cross Cemetery, he was four months and 20 days old.*”

The next to die was little Hattie on July 10, 1881. Sick for ten days she died of scarlet
fever at 243 Graham Street. Buried at Holy Cross Cemetery the next day, she was four
years old.*

Their son, Thomas, died at 4:00 in the morning on March 29, 1887 at 449 DeKalb Street,
corner of Graham in the 8" ward of Brooklyn of consumption, complicated by asthma.
He was 21 years old. His funeral was held at St. Patrick’s Church and he was buried at
Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn. Patrick’s mother, Hattie, died on January 25, 1888.

The Davy family heartbreak was only beginning. Their son Joseph worked as a clerk.
He developed an inguinal hernia, probably shortly after birth when the inguinal canal did
not properly close and left a weakened area prone to hernias. The hernia strangulated,
meaning a portion of his intestine became trapped in his abdominal wall and became
infected. This would have caused him severe pain, nausea and other complications. He
died due to the restricted blood flow on November 20, 1891 at 353 Franklin Street. Sick
for six days he was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery. He was 17 years old.

In 1892 John, James, Catherine, William, and Walter were still living at home with their
parents. Their youngest daughter, Annie, joined the Order of St. Joseph at Port Henry,
New York in April 1896.**' By 1900 Annie was back at home with the family at 247

4771870 Federal Census, New York, Brooklyn.

" The birth dates of all the children are from Patrick Davy's Civil War pension
application.

7 Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1862-1897, certificate number 7212, FHL film
1,323,705.

0 Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1862-1897, certificate number 7538, FHL film
1,323,763.

“1 Letter from Bridget Reilly Brady to Biddy Casey, January 8, 1897.
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Steuben Street in Brooklyn.** She was there as late as June 1, 1905 with her parents and
her siblings, William, Walter, and Catherine at 874 Myrtle Avenue.*® Walter was
working as a law clerk.

Annie married Max John Salzmann, a merchant, or mechanic, on September 5, 1905 in
Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida.*** The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Paul F.
Brown, a Presbyterian minister. Their witnesses were Mrs. Paul F. Brown and Mrs. W. F.
Alderman.” Max was born in Germany on July 23, 1869 and immigrated in 1886.%¢
The couple lived at 508 East Church Street in Jacksonville.

't

Annie died of heart failure on

the street in fr:)g?t of 212 East DAY Y—On February 7. suddenly at Jack-
Church Street ™ on February ‘a8 gonville, Fla..  ANNIE SALZMAN.

7, 1907 in Jacksonville, " daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Pairick

Florida. Her body was Davy. 847 Myrile av,
brought back to New York . Puneral privaie. Interment in Holy
for a private funeral and she Cross (Cemetery,

was buried in Holy Cross
cemetery in Brooklyn**® with
her brother Joe.

[lustration 75: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, February 10,
1907, page 58.

Max remarried to Mary Lula Sineath on December 29, 1912 in Jacksonville, Florida.**

Working as a shoemaker, Max was of medium build and medium height, with brown eyes
and black hair. He was cross-eyed.*® Max died on June 23, 1941 in Duval County.”' He
was buried in Montefiore Cemetery, Springfield Gardens, Queens County, New York.

*2 Federal census, 1900, New York, Kings County, Brooklyn, Supervisor’s District 2,
Enumeration District 77, sheet number 8, June 6, 1900.

31905 New York state census, Kings County, Brooklyn, 6" Assembly District, 13"
Election district, Block A, page 9, June 1, 1905.

“4 Board of Health, City of Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, Record of Licenses and
Marriages for the month of September, 1905, number of license 1609.

*5 Marriage License, Sate of Florida, Duval County. Filed for record September 15,
1905.

8¢ Federal Census, 1910, Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, 18" Precinct,
Supervisor’s Digtrict 2, Enumeration District 77, sheet 3. Max’s occupation was
mechanic.

“7 Bureau of Vital Statistics, Certificate of Death, Office of the City Board of Health,
Sate of Florida, Jacksonville, February 9, 1907.

“% Brooklyn Daily Eagle, February 10, 1907, page 58.

* Florida, County Marriages, 1830 — 1957, page 502, image 313 of 581,
familysearch.org.

0 United States World War | Draft Registrations, image 1696 of 4354, Florida,
Jacksonville City, number 3.

“! Florida Death Index, 1877 — 1998, Ancestry.com.
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In 1910 the Davy family was still on Myrtle Avenue with two of their children at home.
Their son Walter was working as a baker and their daughter Catherine was a lace maker.
Patrick continued working in glass.*”

Patrick and Catherine Davy had a long and fruitful life together and hopefully it was a
generally happy one. We do know that it was a life filled with family, both immediate
and extended. Catherine was a frequent visitor at the home of her first cousin, Bridget
Brady.

Patrick was sick for four years and died at home at 8 AM on May 2, 1917 of cardiac
asthenia with arterio sclerosis. He was buried at Holy Cross cemetery on May 5.
Thomas F. Madden was the undertaker.*”

Not long after losing her husband Catherine lost another son. William died at home on
June 11, 1917 of endocarditis and was buried in the same plot with his father. He was 38
years old and had never married.

The heartbreak continued when another son, John F., a marine insurance clerk, died a few
months later on November 26, 1917 of acute parenchymatous nephritis, a form of
Bright’s Disease, with a contributory cause of acute uremia. John had married Mary P.
Reynolds on March 3, 1895.** They lived for a time at Bay 16, corner Main Bath Beach.
They had one daughter, Marion Francis, called Mary, who died on September 13, 1899
and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery with her uncle Joe Davy and her aunt, Annie
Saltzman. John died at home at 112 Fourth Avenue in Brooklyn. He was 48 years old
and was buried at Fresh Pond Cemetery. Thomas Madden was the undertaker.*”

Catherine lived on for five more years with her daughter Catherine in a tenement at 77
Stockton Street in Brooklyn. Patrick’s Civil War service had allowed for a pension to
augment the family income. The first pension, an old age pension was given to Patrick
for his service on May 5, 1892.%° After his death, a widow’s pension for Catherine was
granted on May 12, 1917.*7 It was sometimes a long and arduous process to obtain these

42 Federal census, 1910, New York, Kings County, Brooklyn, Supervisor’s District 2,
Enumeration District 495, 21% Ward, sheet 13, April 21, 1910.

493 Certificate of Death, Department of Health of the City of New York, Bureau of
Records, 1917, number 34043, registered number 9716.

4% New York, Brooklyn, Marriage Certificates, 1866-1937, 1895, certificate number 859,
FHL film 1,561,958.

45 New York, New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949, certificate number 23001,
FHL film 1,324,315.

4% Pension Application number 1,084,872, certificate number 900,349

7 Pension Application number 1,100,477, certificate number 844,467
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pensions and that was certainly true for both Patrick and later, for Catherine.*® Dutts and
Phillips was the law firm acting on behalf of the widow.

Catherine developed heart trouble on January 8, 1922 and required the constant care of
her daughter Catherine. She died of a cerebral hemorrhage on March 31, 1922 and was
buried with her husband and her son at Holy Cross Cemetery on April 3, 1922. Catherine
had a $100 life insurance policy with the John Hancock Company when she died.

Catherine’s son, James Davy, was living with the family in 1892 but had no listed
occupation. According to his father’s pension application statement on April 8, 1915,
James was still alive in 1915. Nothing further is known about him.*”

Catherine’s daughter, Catherine, died, probably of a stroke, at 10:15 AM on September
23, 1943 at Kings County Hospital. She was living at 53 Ellery Street in Brooklyn and
had been hospitalized for only one day. The informant for her death certificate was her
brother, Walter Joseph. Kate was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn, in the
same plot with her parents.

Walter Joseph Davy married Mary A. Diver and had at least four sons and one daughter.
Mary was the daughter of John and Mary Sheridan Diver. Mary died on June 28, 1951
and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn. One of their sons, Thomas, died
the day he was born on May 22, 1920 and was buried at Calvary cemetery.’® Their other
children were Walter Aloysius; John Joseph, who became a priest; Eugene Sheridan;
Rosemary, who married William Greene; and, Vincent James, who married an Olga, last
name unknown.

4% Pension filings can contain a wealth of information for researchers. Civil War service
not only benefited the country at the time, but relatives and descendants seeking
information long after the fact.

9 A James Davey died on February 20, 1929. This James was a married iron worker,
born in Ireland, whose father was Patrick Davey and his mother Nora Dennis. He and
his wife Elizabeth lived at 107 Tillory Street at the time of his death.

3% New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795 — 1949, certificate number 12809, 1920, FHL
film 2,026,514.
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Walter Joseph’s eldest son, Walter Aloysius, was born on January 22, 1909°"' and died
December 24, 1978 in Macon County, North Carolina.® He married a Marion with
whom he had a daughter, Regina, in 1929. Marion Davy died in childbirth. He then
married Mattie Louise Franklin, who was born in Georgia in 1915 and died in 1979 in
North Carolina. They had two children: Joseph in 1944; and, Thomas Edward, in 1946.

E

> - " ' —a |
== =

Illustration 76: Grave (with flag) of Patrick Davy 1917, Catherine Mullen Davy
1922, Catherine Davy 1943, Mary Diver Davy 1951, and William T. Davy 1917.
Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn. Plots Section, Row 17, Plot 17. © 2011.

0! Brooklyn Birth Certificates, 1866-1909, certificate number 3884, FHL film 2,022,465.
Registered name Walter J. Davy on the index.

%2 Social Security Death Index, 1935 — 2004. North Carolina Death Indexes, 1908-2004,
Ancestry.com.
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Patrick’s brother, Michael Davy, became a policeman in Brooklyn. Born about 1839, he
died on April 13, 1924.°® Two of his sons, Thomas and Matthew, also became policemen
and died in what were initially reported as suicides by the newspapers, but were later
ruled accidental deaths.

[llustration 77: Tombstone of Patrick and
Catherine Mullen Davy.

Illustration 78: Walter Joseph and
Mary Diver Davy. Courtesy of Joe
Davy.

3% Michael was 11 on the 1850 censusin Kings County, New York. His death certificate
implies hisyear of birth was 1844 but thisisincorrect.
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Tommie Mullen

Catherine Sheridan Mullen’s son, Tommie, was
baptized on December 16, 1844 at Edgeworthstown,
Ireland. His sponsors were John Shanley and Mary
Kenny. The youngest son of Kitty and Thomas . |

Mullen, he was 5°3” tall with blue eyes, brown hair, Thomas [ah{. 1344-1556)
and a fair complexion.”® After his mother died in (unmarried)

1857, Tommie worked for a time as a furrier’s

apprentice in Brooklyn. Like the other children in

the family, he was hard at work by the time he was 16, and probably sooner.””

Catherine Sheridan
m. Thomas Mullen

He signed up to fight in the Civil War with the 139" New York Volunteer Infantry a year
after his father died. He was 17 years old.

Tommie served as a Private in Company E during the Civil War. Like that of his brother-
in-law, his company saw a lot of action in Virginia.”*® Earning $13 a month Tommie was
a percussion cap maker for his regiment, a very dangerous job both while he was doing it,
and later to his health. Percussion cap making used fulminated mercury, which replaced
flints to ignite the black powder in muzzle loaded firearms. Highly sensitive to friction
and shock, ingested it was a neurotoxin, which may have affected his muscle movements
later. Mercury poisoning also causes anemia, asthma, chest congestion, sinus difficulties,
bone loss, anxiety, brain dysfunction, renal failure and a host of other problems. All of
this very likely contributed to an early death for Tommie.

When he was serving in Virginia, did he know that his aunt and several cousins, lived
close by? He obviously knew them from Ireland. Edgeworthstown is a stone’s throw
from Clonbroney and his mother and Biddy Casey were sisters, close in age. Like his
future brother-in-law, Tommie mustered out on June 15, 1865 at Richmond, Virginia.””’

After the War he went back to Brooklyn and made a living as a painter. He may have
lived in the 6™ Ward of Brooklyn in 1870 with the Williamson family and other boarders,
working as a paper stainer and, in 1880 in Enumeration District 7, working as a laborer.

He died in Flatbush (Brooklyn), at Kings County Hospital on August 3, 1886, at the age
of 41°% of consumption, a disease with many of the same symptoms as mercury

> Civil War enlistment records.

3051860 Federal Census, Brooklyn, New York, 10th Ward.

3% For detail of the regimental battle history, see the information on the 139" NY under
Catherine Mullen Davy's story.

%7 NARA Film 551 roll 101.

% Record of Deaths, Town of Flatbush, Kings County, New York, number 5009, page
267, FHL film 1,376,355. His age was listed as 42 but he was a few months shy of
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509

poisoning.”” A partial letter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey written on the day of his
funeral states “today we buried Aunt Kitty’s youngest son, Tommie Mullen.” He never
married.’"® Tommie was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn with his parents and
his sisters, Annie Mullen Sheil and Margaret Mullen.
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turning 42. Hisdoctor was John A. Arnote, MD.

> The microbial cause of tuberculosis was not discovered until 1882, four years before
Tommie's death.

> The letter from Bridget Brady stated that she was just past 51, confirming the year
1886 by her accounting, even though she was really 52.
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Mary Mullen

Mary Mullen was baptized on April 15, 1848 at ] .
Edgeworthstown, Ireland. Her sponsors were Catherine Sheridan

Philip Sheridan and Mary McManus.*" m. Thomas Mullen

Mary was with the family in 1855 on Bergen Street Mary (abt. 1345-att. 1906)

in the 10™ Ward in Brooklyn when she was seven
years old. She was not with her father and brother
in the 1860 census and was probably in service with a local family by then.

Nothing further is known about her or her life except that she was mentioned in her sister
Catherine Davy’s pension application and again in her sister Annie Sheil’s probate case in
1906, so she was still alive at least until 1906.

> This may be Philip Sheridan, the son of Bryan Sheridan, who immigrated to Australia
ayear or so later.
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Annie Mullen Shell

On the surface, it should have
been easy to find information
about Annie Mullen. Her core
family members are known, her
husband’s name is known, the date
of the marriage is known. She
was mentioned in so many letters.
Her face looks hauntingly out
from her picture, seeming to say
so sweetly, ‘Find me.” Yet it has
not been easy to nail down many
facts about her.

Annie’s birth date is illusive. Her
sister Catherine gave the year as
roughly 1850 on Annie’s death
certificate, which also indicated
she was born in Ireland. Earlier
census records place her birth year
as early as 1847 or 1848 and this
is most likely. The 1900 census
gives her birth date as May 1848
but this date conflicts with her
sister Mary’s birth date in 1848,
making one wonder if Annie and
Mary were the same person but

[llustration 79: Annie Mullen Sheil (1847-1906).

they were clearly not. Mary survived Annie and was mentioned in her probate case. No
baptismal record has been found for her in

Catherine Sheridan
m. Thomas Mullen

|
Annie (abt. 1848-1906)
m. Edward Sheil

Edgeworthstown, even though the years from 1840 to
1848 contain records for her siblings. An Ann Mullin
was baptized in Edgeworthstown, on January 18, 1848,
the daughter of Michael Mullin and Maud Farrell.**
Annie is consistently referred to as a cousin by Bridget
Brady and this would not be the case if she was not
Catherine Sheridan’s and Thomas Mullen’s daughter.

Both Annie and her sister Margaret were not with the Mullen family in the 1855 New
York census, implying that they were living elsewhere, possibly as servants, but their
ages would argue against this.’”® Perhaps she truly was the daughter of Michael Mullen
but was raised by Catherine and Thomas. Perhaps Catherine Mullen was too sick with

>'2.0On June 18, 1843 Michael Mullin married Margaret Farrell in Edgeworthstown.
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consumption to take care of the youngest children when she emigrated in 1853 and Annie
and Margaret stayed behind in Ireland with other family. Annie’s death certificate states
that she immigrated in 1860. Her sister Catherine was the informant for the certificate
and she was the last immediate family member who might know the correct year.

It’s most likely Annie arrived in New York on January 23, 1860 on the ship Edinburgh
when she was twelve years old. Traveling with her was Margaret Mullen, 15, and Ellen
Mullen, 10.°** The Edinburgh had hit an iceberg in June 1859 and was making its first
voyage after repairs in St. Johns, Newfoundland. It set sail on the Liverpool -
Queenstown — New York route on November 23, 1859, taking a full two months to arrive
in New York.’"

A

[llustration 80: The Edinburgh. Ancestry.com

The earliest confirmed record for Annie is in the 1875 census where she was living with
Bridget Brady in Brooklyn. Her age was 28, which would make her born about 1847.
Family letters confirm she was living at Bridget’s boarding house. The two cousins

> In the 1855 NY census, ward 11, district 2, an Annie Mullen, 13, was working as a
servant in the household of Richard Wyatt, a broker. She had been in the country for
three years which would mesh with the immigration of her family but this Annie was too
old to be our Annie Mullen.

14 Year: 1860; Arrival: New York, New York; Microfilm Serial: M237, 1820-1897;
Microfilm Roll: Roll 198; Line: 21; List Number: 44, Edinburgh, number 65, 66, and 67.
>3 www.norway-heritage.com, S/S Edinburgh, Inman Line.
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seemed to be very close. She was still with Bridget Brady in 1880 and her future
husband, Edward Sheil, was boarding there also.”'

In 1865 Annie, 17, was likely working as a servant in the household of Joseph Harpry, a
druggist, in the 7" Ward of Brooklyn. Since both her parents had been dead for years, she
would have gone to work immediately upon arrival.

In 1880 Annie was working in a shirt factory as did many Irish women, both at home in
Ireland and in America. On November 5, 1881°" she married Edward Sheil. The
ceremony was performed by the Reverend Edward Corcinan at St. Joseph’s Church at
856 Pacific Street, on the same block as Bridget Brady’s boarding house. Their witnesses
were Hugh Finn and Mary Fully.

Edward had been married previously. His wife Elizabeth died February 2, 1879 of
phthisis pneumonia, consumption, at home at 889 Pacific Street, Brooklyn. She had been
sick about four months. A native of Ireland, Elizabeth had immigrated about 1851 and
had lived in New York since about 1858. She was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in the
grave that would shortly contain her husband.”"®

Annie moved with Edward to 18 Underhill Avenue in Ward 9 of Brooklyn. A three
family house just around the corner from Bridget Brady, they lived on the second floor
with his daughter Mary, 25, from his first marriage and Mary’s two children, Margaret
Bell and Carrie Bell, and an Annie Sheil, 16.%"

Annie’s husband died on October 12, 1892 at 18 Underhill Avenue of chronic Brights
disease and secondarily, gradual exhaustion. He was 57 years old, and worked as a
driver. He had lived in Brooklyn for 25 years, immigrating about 1867. Buried with his
first wife, Elizabeth, at Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, he had been sick for several
months. The death certificate was delivered to Annie’s sister, Catherine Davy.**

>161n 1875 an Edward Sheils was at 889 Pacific Street with his wife Elizabeth and
daughter Mary Emma 14. They ran a boarding house with five boarders and Edward
was a cartman. Elizabeth died on February 2, 1879.

>'7 Records of . Joseph’s Church, now the Co-Cathedral of &. Joseph, 856 Pacific
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Although the church record gives the groonT's last name as
Sheilds, hislast name was most definitely Sheil.

>1¥ Certificate of Death, Health Department, City of Brooklyn, 1879, number 1100.
°19°1892 New York state census, ward 9, third election district, Brooklyn, page 11,
February 16, 1892. With them was Annie Sheil, 16, Mary Bell, 25, Carrie Bell, 6, and
Margaret Bell, 4.

320 Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1862- 1897, number 16943, FHL film 1,323,895.
Attending physician was James Donaghue and John Duffy, undertaker.
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Annie appears to have gone into service after the death of her husband. She probably
lived at 268 Smith in Brooklyn™' until 1900 when she was living with her sister
Catherine Davy and her family. In 1904 and 1905 she was probably living at 406
Degraw in Brooklyn.’*

She died at her sister’s house at 874 Myrtle Avenue,’* Brooklyn, on April 13, 1906 of
capillary bronchitis. She was buried in Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn in the same
grave as her parents and her brother Tommie. According to her death certificate she was
56 and had been in the United States and New York for 46 years. Annie’s estate was
probated April 28, 1906 by her sister Catherine Davy and was estimated to be of less than
$125 value. Her sister Mary renounced her right to administer the estate. No settlement
papers have been found.

Unless the immigration record for the entire family, or Annie’s baptismal certificate, can
be found, she will forever remain an intriguing enigma.

[llustration 81: Collision between the steamship Edinburgh and an iceberg,
180 miles from Newfoundland on June 6, 1859. Ancestry.com

>2! Various Brooklyn City Directories, Brooklyn Public Library.

>22 Various Brooklyn City Directories, Brooklyn Public Library.

>3 Annie was not living at the Davy house when the 1905 New York state census was
taken.
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Margaret Mullen

Catherine Sheridan Nothing is known about Catherine Sheridan’s
m. Thomas Mullen daughter, Margaret, or her birth order. If she

| immigrated to America in 1860 with her sister
Margaret (abt. 1845-bef. 1896) Ann, she would have been born about 1845.

The only documented reference to her
existence was in Catherine Davy’s pension application but no specific information about
her was given. She was not with the family in 1855 in Brooklyn or with her father and
brother in 1860. She was certainly dead by 1896 since she was not mentioned in Bridget
Brady’s December 4, 1896 letter. She was also not mentioned in Annie Mullen Sheil’s
1906 probate filing.

A Margaret Mullen, the daughter of Michael Mullen and Mary Sheil, was
baptized in Edgeworthstown on June 19, 1842. Another Margaret Mullin,
the daughter of Michael Mullin and Maud Farrell was baptized in
Edgeworthstown on February 27, 1850. Her sponsors were Patrick Fonda
and Catherine Kennedy. As mentioned previously, an Annie Mullin,
daughter of Michael Mullin and Maud Farrell was baptized in
Edgeworthstown January 18, 1848.
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The Cousins — The Masterson Connection

Masterson
m. Unknown
|
| |

(Catherine) Masterson Marcella Masterson
m. _ Sheridan m. Andrew Gerety
| |

Bryan (1790-1841) Unknown female 1
m. Honora Hynes

James (1793-1859) Unknown female 2
(unmarried)

Mary (? - ?) Unknown female 3
m. Lawrence Shanley & Myles Reilly

John (1800-aft.1860) Unknown female 4
m. Sarah Brill

Thomas (? - 7) Unknown female 5
m. Anne Reilly m. Halton

Catherine (1810-1857) Bridget (1800-1866)
m. Thomas Mullen m. Michael Bracken

Bridget (1815-1900) |
m. John P. Casey |

| | | | | | |
Mary Bridget Ann Margaret Edward Catherine Andrew

1829-1910 (1832-1922) (1836-1884) (1838-1904) (1840-1881) (1844-aft.1893) (1845-1894)
m. Thomas m. Michael unmarried m. Michael m.Margaret m. Peter m. Mary
Sullivan  Dowling Cain Elizabeth Quinn McMahon Gill

“ The parties looking after it on my grandmother’s side is Mrs. Halton and her children.
Some of her childrenis(sic) living in New York. One of her sonsis gone home now to
look after it. | suppose you know who | mean. Sheis the widow Bracken sister Bridget
Gerety. Once they heard we were the right ones they want to give us no information ... |
hear there is a lawyer in Edgeworthstown that the Haltons has employed. Let me know if
any of the Saters you know was (sic) lawyers ... | wrote to first cousins of yoursin
Boston the Mastersons. | got a letter yesterday ...” Bridget Reilly Brady, May 20, 1886
in reference to the Sheridan/Blake probate case in England.

“1 was at your wedding and Bridget Bracken and her sister Mary was there also. You
want to know how Bridget Bracken (Dowling) isrelated to you. Sheisrelated to you by
the Mastersons. Her mother’s name was Bridget Gerety. She kept a store and sold meal
near the chapel of Clomroney (sic). If you remember there was six sisters of the Geretys
all first cousins of yours ... This lawyer who wrote to you before is Bridget Bracken's son
and hisname is Edward Dowling. Heisa good conscientious young man ...” Bridget
Reilly Brady, December 4, 1896 in reference to the estate of Kevin Sheridan.
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Bridget Sheridan Casey and Bridget Gerety Bracken were first cousins, through their
mothers, who were sisters. Bridget Gerety, the daughter of Andrew Gerety and Marcella
Masterson,*** was born in December 1800 in Ireland.’” She married Michael Bracken,
around 1828, had several children, and kept a store near the chapel in Clonbroney where
she sold meal. Two of her daughters, Bridget and Mary, attended Bridget Sheridan’s and
John Casey’s wedding.

Bridget Gerety Bracken’s family immigrated to America in two groups in the early 1850s.
The first to emigrate were the three oldest daughters. Bridget, who would later marry
Michael Dowling, and her sisters, Mary and Ann, immigrated through New York City,
arriving on July 18, 1850 on the ship Centurion.”” The girls moved to Randolph,
Massachusetts where several other members of the extended Masterson, Gerety, and
Sheridan families were living, including several Reilly cousins, who were children of
Mary Sheridan.

Three years later their mother, Bridget Gerety Bracken, came to America, arriving in
Boston, on May 28, 1853 on the ship Champion. She was 52 and gave her occupation as
servant. With her were her remaining children, Margaret 15, Edward 11, Catherine 9, and
Andrew 7. Also on board were several Mastersons. Her husband, Michael Bracken,
appears to have died prior to his family’s emigration from Ireland.’”’

The older girls went to work as servants. Edward, Catherine, and Andrew Bracken were
with their mother in the 1855 Massachusetts census in Randolph, Norfolk County,
sharing a dwelling with the Lynch family. Margaret, at 17, was in service with a wealthy
merchant’s family in Randolph that employed four servants.

As the Civil War was coming to a close, Andrew enlisted in the Union Army in April
1865. While his service did not last long, he re-enlisted later and made the Army his
career.

>2* Marcella Masterson (non-Irish Marcella, Irish-Gaelgae Mairsil, pronounced Marcel).
3 Deaths registered in Randolph, County of Norfolk, Mass., 1866, page 11/33, number
1451. Volume 193, page 262.

326 Roll M277. Ships passenger list, Mary, Bridget, and Ellen Bracken. Ellenwasa
common nickname for Ann. This could have been Ellen, the wife of James Bracken of
Randolph in 1865. 1850 was the time frame that Bridget herself supplied as her
immigration date. Another Bridget Bracken, 16, came on the ship Northumberland,
arriving in Boston on June 19, 1849.

>*7 Bridget Gerety Bracken was a widow in the 1865 Massachusetts state census, the first
census in the United States in which she was listed that recorded marital status. Michael
Bracken has not been found in any census taken in the United States.
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Bridget Gerety Bracken died in Randolph, Massachusetts of consumption on March 1,
1866.”* Her death record confirmed the Masterson family connection to Biddy Casey.
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IIIustratlon 82: Bridget Gerety Bracken (1800-1866) death record

The death record above shows Bridget Bracken’s maiden name, Gerety, and her
parents’ names, Andrew and Marcella Masterson Gerety.

328 Deaths Registered in Randolph, County of Norfolk, Massachusetts, page 33, number
1451.
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Mary Bracken

Bridget Gerety
m. Michael Bracken
|
Mary (1829-1910)
m. Thomas Sullivan
|
John (1854-1855)
(unmarried)
Honora (1856-1857)
(unmarried)
Thomas (1857-1927)
Peter (1859-1864)
(unmarried)
Catherine (1861-1934)
(unmarried)
Edward (1863-1864)
(unmarried)
Annie (1865-1866)
(unmarried)
Mary Ann (abt. 1870-?)
m. J. McEwen
Margaret (abt. 1872-1881)
(unmarried)

Bridget Gerety’s oldest daughter, Mary
Bracken, was probably born in County
Meath in late February 1829. A Mary
Bracken was baptized in the parish of
Killyon and Longwood, Diocese of Meath,
in County Meath, on March 5, 1829. Her
parents were Michael and Biddy Bracken
and Biddy is a diminutive of the name
Bridget. Her sponsors were Patrick Dickson
and Bitty Sands.”® Some sources have her
born as late as March 1831. Mary gave her
birth date for the 1900 census as April 1829.

Mary married Thomas Sullivan on February
12, 1854 in Quincy, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts in a ceremony performed by
the Reverend T. O. Sullivan, a Catholic
priest. Thomas, the son of Thomas and Ellen
Sullivan,”*® was born at Cam, a townland in
the Barony of Ardagh, just outside of
Edgeworthstown in County Longford, on
December 25, 1831. He immigrated to
America, arriving in Boston on July 27, 1850
on the ship Hope, with his sister Catherine,
who would marry Mary Bracken’s cousin
and Biddy Casey’s nephew, Patrick Reilly.

531

Tom worked as a boot trimmer in Randolph and became a citizen on October 24, 1856.
The witnesses to his good character were John Shanley and Bernard Smith.>** John
Shanley was, of course, a cousin to Tom’s wife, Mary Bracken.

> Ireland, Selection of Catholic Parish Baptisms, 1742-1881, Ancestry.com.

> Thomas Sullivan and Andrew Gerety had small adjoining pieces of land in Aughafin,
which is now part of Edgeworthstown proper, in the Tithe Applotment Book in 1825.

>! Boston Passenger Lists, 1820-1891, FHL film 419929, page 1464. Tom's petition for
citizenship gives August 5, 1850 as hisimmigration date. No ships arrived on that date

with Thomas Sullivan as a passenge.

32 U.S District Court, Boston, Massachusetts, Volume 25, page 41-41A, Petition for

Citizenship.
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Mary and Tom had ten children but only three survived as long as 1900.* Their first
born was a son, John, born on November 5, 1854%** who died on September 22, 1855 of
teething.” Teething was a commonly listed cause of death in children in the mid to late
1800s. As yet no correlation has been made between teething and currently understood
causes of death in children.

A possible daughter, Honora, was born on April 28, 1856™° and died on August 10, 1857
of whooping cough.” Another son Thomas was born September 27, 1857 or July 7,
1858 in Randolph.”*® Peter was born October 12, 1859 and died five years later on July
25, 1864 of dysentery. A daughter Catherine was born on July 24, 1861.”* Another
possible son, Edward, was born on October 16, 1863°* and died on August 18, 1864 of
cholera infantum.>!

In 1865 the family was living close by Mary’s sister, now Margaret Cain, and her family.
Heartache again visited the family when a daughter Annie, born in Randolph on
November 2, 1865,>* died at six months and eight days of dysentery on May 10, 1866.°*

The Sullivan family moved to Dakota County, Nebraska, probably in 1868 with her sister
Margaret Cain’s family. Two more daughters were born there: Mary Ann, about 1870;
and Margaret, about 1872.>* Margaret, called Maggie by the family, died on December
21, 1881.

Thomas continued to work as a shoe maker in Nebraska and six people were living with
the family as boarders in 1885 who were also shoe makers in one form or another, along
with two servants. The family was living on Vine Street in Jackson Village, Nebraska. In
1900 Thomas gave his occupation as capitalist on the census so he probably owned his
own business. Their son Thomas, and daughters Catherine and Mary were still at home.

>331900 Federal Census, Nebraska, Dakota County, &. Johns Precinct, page 31.

>34 Births Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1854, page 233.

>33 Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1855, page 157.

336 Births Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1856, page 283.

7 Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1857, page 236.

3% Births registered in the Town of Randolph. Two Thomas Sullivans were bornin
Randolph. One on July 7, 1858, page 291, on Main Street; another on September 27,
1857, page 311, on Howard Street. Another Thomas SQullivan, born in 1820, lived in
Randol ph at the same time, with his wife Mary, who was born in 1828.

39 Births Registered in the Town of Randolph in the Year 1861, page 297.

> Births Registered in the Town of Randolph in the Year 1863, page 229.

> Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph in the Year 1864, page 256, number 1242.
> Births Registered in the Town of Randolph in the Year 1865, page 288.

>3 Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph in the Year 1866.

> Federal Census, 1880, Nebraska, Dakota County, &. John’s Precinct, page 23.
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Thomas Sullivan died at 75 on November 17, 1904, and was buried in the family plot in
St. John’s Cemetery, Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska.

Mary Bracken Sullivan died on January 16, 1910 in her sleep at the home of her daughter
Mrs. Mary McEwen in Sioux City. Called a pioneer settler of Dakota County, she died of
bronchial pneumonia’* and was buried at St. John’s Cemetery, in Jackson. She was
survived by two daughters and one son, Thomas.

Mary’s daughter Kate was living with her cousin Annie Shanley and Annie’s husband
Bernard O’Donnell in 1895 in Sioux City, working as a saleswoman. She never married
and died of chronic myocarditis on April 26, 1934 in Sioux City. She was buried in
Jackson, Nebraska.

Thomas Sullivan, Jr. may have become active in local politics. A Thomas Sullivan
gathered a petition in 1905 to divert the course of Elk Creek from emptying into the
Missouri River and instead flow into Jackson Lake in order to prevent the flooding of
several hundred acres of farm land every Spring.’** He served as County Commissioner
and Mayor of Jackson and died of heart disease while working on his farm on March 22,
192734

>* The Dakota Herald, January 21, 1910, page 4.
346 The Omaha Daily Bee, August 20, 1905, page 3.
**7 The Lincoln Sar, Lincoln, Nebraska, March 24, 1927, page 5.
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Bridget Bracken

Bridget Gerety’s second oldest daughter,

Bridget Gerety Bridget™*® Bracken, was born in Ireland
m. Michael Bracken about 1832. She married Michael

Dowling on July 15, 1858 in Randolph,
Norfolk County, Massachusetts. They
were both living in Abington, Plymouth
County, at the time. Michael was born
about 1832, also in Ireland, the son of
Patrick and Elizabeth Lynane Dowling.
They lived in Abington for a while after
their marriage and their first child, a son

|
Bridget (1832-1922)

m. Michael Dowling
|

John (1859-7)

Mary Ann (1861-1935)
m. James Reynolds

Elizabeth (abt. 1863-aft. 1935)
m. Luke Doyle

Margaret (1864-1868) named John, was born there on June 26,
(unmarried) 1859.>* Michael Dowling was a

Daniel Francis (1868-1901) successful boot maker early on. By

Joseph (abt. 1870-?) 1860 he had accumulated $1,400 in real

Edward Charles (1870-1908) estate and $200 in personal effects.
(unmarried)

William Henry (1878-1947) A daughter, Mary Ann, was born in

m. Augusta Florence Johnson Abington, on May 5, 1861, although the
family was living in Hopkinton,
Middlesex County, at the time.” The
family moved to the Fourth Ward of Brooklyn, New York in 1862, where by 1865 two
more children had been added to the family: Elizabeth, born about 1863, and Margaret,
born in September 1864.' Margaret died at the age of three on April 23, 1868.%*

By 1880, Michael Dowling had become a manufacturer of shoes and several more
children had been added to the family: Daniel Francis born in November 1867; Joseph
about 1870; Edward Charles on November 29, 1870; and William Henry on July 28,
1872. The family lived at 227 Madison Street in Brooklyn.

>* New York State Census, 1875, Kings County, Brooklyn. Bridget's name was given as
Delia, however, thisis a common Irish version of the name Bridget. Matheson, Op. Cit.,
page 28.

¥ Massachusetts Births, 1841-1915, Births in the Town of Abington, 1859, page 298,
number 106.

330 Massachusetts Births, 1841-1915, Births in the Town of Hopkinton, 1861, page 112,
number 82.

! New York State Census, 1865, Kings County, Brooklyn, Fourth Ward, page 34, family
number 242.

532 Brooklyn Death Certificates, 1862-1897, certificate number 2436, FHL film
1,323,670.
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Michael retired from manufacturing shoes in 1888.
He died at 74 on January 26, 1906 of paralysis after o8
an illness of three weeks, probably from a stroke.
He left an estate of $40,000 in real estate and about
$2,400 in personal property. Survived by six of his
children, his will specified a bequest of $1,000 to
his widow along with the income from the entire
estate. Upon her death the remainder was to go to
his children.””

Daniel Francis died February 19, 1901 in
Brooklyn.”* He was 33 years old. William Henry
became a real estate broker, married Augusta
Florence Johnson, and died on December 10, 1947
in Brooklyn at the age of 75. John had moved to
Omaha, Nebraska by 1906. Mary married James —

Reynolds and Elizabeth married Luke Doyle. Illustration 83: Edward Charles

Joseph had moved to Lima, Ohio by 1906. Dowling (1870-1908). Cornell
Alumni News, December 9, 1908.

Edward Charles Dowling attended Cornell

University where he graduated from the College of Law in 1891. He began practicing at
the law offices of Abraham Gruber where he became involved in the settlement of Kevin
Sheridan’s estate in San Francisco. He was elected a Member of the Assembly as a
Republican in 1902 for the seventeenth district of Brooklyn, and was reelected in 1903,
1904, 1905, and 1906. In his last term he sponsored a bill for the rearrangement of the
Municipal Court districts in Brooklyn and after the bill became law he ran in 1907 for the
office of justice in the second district and won easily. He never married.”

Edward died of heart disease with complications of pneumonia at the home of his
physician, Dr. Hubbard Mitchell in Manhattan on December 1, 1908. He had fallen ill
while sitting as a judge in the Gates Avenue Court, where he earned an annual salary of
$8,000. He was a member of the Invincible Club, the Stuyvesant Heights Republican
Club, the Levi P. Morton Club, and the Seventeenth Assembly District Republican
Club.™ His funeral was held at the Church of the Nativity, Clausson and Madison, in
Brooklyn. Honorary pallbearers were the Speaker of the Assembly, the Commissioner of
Jurors, the Commissioner of Records, one former state senator, an assemblyman, and
several Municipal Court Justices.™’

>3 Qurrogate Court, Kings County, New York.

>>** New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949, Brooklyn, Kings County, certificate
number 3527, FHL film 1,324,035.

>3 Cornell Alumni News, December 9, 1908, page 125.

336 New York Times, December 2, 1908.

>7 Brooklyn Daily Eagle, December 2, 1908, page 16.
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Bridget Bracken Dowling died on May 2, 1922 at the home of her daughter, Elizabeth
Dowling Doyle. Her funeral was at the Church of the Nativity in Brooklyn where she

had lived for 60 years.

Michael Dowling.
Michael Dowling, father of Assemblyman

sembly District, and formerly a leading shoe
manufacturer, with factories in Massachu-
setts, Manhattan and Brooklyn, died yester-
day at his home, 227 Madison street, of
paralysis, after an illness of three weeks,
Mr. Dowling, who was born in Ireland sev-
enty-four years ago, came to this country
when 15 vears of age and had lived in Brook-
lyn forty-flve years, forty yearg of which
time he lived in the Seventeenth Assembly
District. He retired from active business in
18588. He leaves a widow, four scns and two
daughters. Funeral serviceg will be held at
his late home Monday morning, at 9:30
o'clock, followed by a solemn requiem mass
in the Church of the Natlvity, corper of
Madison street and Classon avenue,

Illustration 84: Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
January 27, 1906, page 27.
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Edward C. Dowling, of the Seventeenth As- |

'MRS. MICHAEL DOWLING
I DIES IN HER 91st YEAR

Mrs, Brideget  $racken Dowling,
widow of Michael Dowling and mother
of the late Municipal Justice Edward

. Dowlinz, died on Tuesdav at the
| home of ,her daughter, Mrs, Luke D.
| Dovle, 242 Monroc st., in her 91st
| vear, She was born in the Countly
[ Longford. Ireland, had been a resi-
dent of Brooklyn for 60 years, and

was one of the oldest members of the
R. C..Church ol the Nativity. She is
survived by two daughters, Mrs. Mary
A. Revnolds and Mrs. Doyle; threc

[ gsons, Join A., of Omaha, Neb.; Joseph

I 1,.. of Houston, Texas, and William
Dowling; 19 grandchildren and ﬁ\"t-
great-grandehildren, The funeral will

| be held on Saturday morning, with a|
10 o'clock, and the|

miiss
will

| requiem
|interment
| Cemeter).

Illustration 85: BrooI;Iyn Daily Eagle,

at

follow in Holy Cross

May 4, 1922, page 24.
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Ann Bracken

Ann Bracken, born in June 1836 in Ireland,**® went into
service in Randolph, first in 1855 with the Norwood Bridget Gerety
family.>® In 1870 she was with the Ansel French family m. Michael Bracken
where she had accumulated a personal estate worth $150. |

Ansel French was a local saloon keeper.”® By 1880 Ann Ann (1836-1894)
had retired due to chronic rheumatism and was living (unmarricd)
with her sister Catherine McMahon. Ann died of

paralysis agitans, Parkinson’s Disease, on December 18,

1884 in Randolph.”®" She never married.

Margaret Bracken

Margaret Bracken was born in Ireland on March 17, 1838, immigrated to America in
1853 and went into service in Randolph, Massachusetts. She worked next door to a
branch of the Cain family in 1855.

Margaret married Michael Cain on June 17, 1860 in Randolph.’® Prior to the marriage,
Margaret was living with her sister Mary Sullivan. Michael Cain was born September 1,
1830 in Camlisk, County Longford,’* Ireland, the son of Farrell and Margaret Kiernan
Cain.>® Farrell Cain had slightly more than 7 Irish acres in Camlisk More, just outside
Edgeworthstown in 1825.°% Mike immigrated to America, arriving in New York on July
12, 1850. He moved to Randolph, Massachusetts where he worked as a bootmaker and
became a citizen on November 2, 1855.>" The witnesses in court to his good character

>3% Deaths registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1884, page 269, number 75.
> 1855 Massachusetts state census, Norfolk County, Randol ph.

3601870 Federal Census, Massachusetts, Norfolk County, Randolph.

*6! Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1884, page 269, number 75.
362 An Ancestry.com public tree gives Margaret's birth date as March 17, 1837. Her
Massachusetts marriage record gives her age in 1860 as 21. Her immigration record
gives her agein May 1853 as 15.

°6 Marriages Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1860, page 24.

364 Camlisk Moreisin Ardagh Barony, Civil Parish of Mostrim (Edgeworthstown), Poor
Law Union of Granard. Thereisalso a Camlisk Beg about one kilometer away.

365 Another first cousin of Bridget Sheridan Casey was Catherine Sheridan, who married
a Kiernan and immigrated to America, where she was widowed. She moved back to
Edgeworthstown by 1896.

>% Tithe Applotment Book, 1825, County Longford.

7 Declaration for Citizenship, Petition for Citizenship, U.S. District Court, Boston,
Massachusetts, volume 17, page 221 & 221A. No immigration record found.
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were John Shanley and Felix Kiernan. John Shanley was, of course, a cousin of Mike’s
future wife, Margaret Bracken.

In 1860 Michael’s parents, Farrell and Margaret Cain, had a boarder, Jeremiah Gerety, 19,
living with them, who was very likely a relative. Michael’s mother, Margaret, died in
Randolph on November 18, 1878 of dropsy at 81.°® His father Farrell, or Farley as he
was sometimes called in America, probably died on April 14, 1864 in Randolph.

Margaret Bracken and Mike Cain had five
children in Randolph before moving to Jackson,
Dakota County, Nebraska, in May 1868 where
Mike continued to work as a shoe maker.
Nebraska had become a state on March 1, 1867.

Bridget Gerety
m. Michael Bracken
|
Margaret (1838-1904)
m. Michael Cain

Farrell (1861-1862) Their first child, Farrell, born March 11, 1861,
(unmarried) died of teething, in Randolph on February 6,
Farrell (1862-?) 1862.°° Another son they named Farrell was
Anne (1863-2) born September 2, 1862. By 1870 they had
Michael (1865-7) added Anne, born October 28, 1863, Michael,
Henry (1866-7) born April 10, 1865, Henry, born December 2,
Margaret (1870-7) 1866, Margaret, born in Nebraska about 1869,
m. Thomas Duggan and John born in 1871. Mike’s sister Catherine
John (1871-?) Cain, married Peter Carney in 1858 and settled
Edward (abt. 1874-7) in St. John’s precinct one and a half miles north
Annie (1877-?) of Jackson in 1878. The Cain family remained

in Jackson for 9 years. In 1877 they settled on a
piece of land one and a half miles from where
Hubbard now stands.”” They had a total of eleven children, four of whom died by
1900.°™

Mike and Margaret were great friends of their cousins, the Shanleys in Sioux City, and
there was much visiting back and forth between the families.

Mike died on March 28, 1902. Margaret Bracken Cain died on March 1, 1904. They are
buried in Hubbard, Dakota County, Nebraska.

368 Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph in the Year 1878, page 249, number 71.
Margaret Cain was the daughter of Patrick Kiernan and Bridget McLaughlin.

39 Massachusetts Deaths, 1841 — 1915, Randolph, Norfolk County, 1862, page 290, line
11.

70 Warner’s History of Dakota County, page 276. Biographical Chapter XVII. Pioneer
settlers of 1855.

"' \Warner's History of Dakota County, page 276. Biographical Chapter XVII. Pioneer
settlers of 1855.
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Catherine Bracken

. Catherine, known as Kate to her family,
Bridget Gerety was born about 1844 in Ireland. She
m. Michael Bracken immigrated with her mother in 1853 and
] | . ) worked in 1865 as a domestic servant in the
Catherine (abt. 1844-7) Porter family household in Randolph.
m. Peter McMahon Franklin Porter was a local druggist.

Alice L. (1873-1875) Catherine married Peter McMahon on

1 (unmarriedj November 13, 1870 in Randolph,
Emmﬂ (1874-2) ) Massachusetts. Peter was born in
harles Leo (1877-7) Randolph on February 25, 1839, the son of

M m_. PF“T;';;“;EAT;“ Hickey Patrick and Mary Dunn McMahon. He had
a(:im':;rried-} ) married Jane Agnes Hill on April 10, 1864
in Randolph but Agnes died on September
Arfaur A, (1851-1554) 18, 1865 of typhoid fever. He married

(unmarried) :
therine fi later.
Catherine (1884-1884) Catherine five years later.

(unmarried)

Francis H. (1886-2) Peter was a returning Civil War veteran,

having served with the 4™ Massachusetts
Infantry, Company D. He worked as a boot
maker and he and Kate had several
children: Alice L., born October 10, 1873; Emma, born December 31, 1874; Charles Leo,
born January 5, 1877; Mary F., born October 13, 1879; Arthur A., born August 26, 1881;
Catherine, called Katie, born August 10, 1884; and Francis H., born January 29, 1886.%"

Their daughter Alice died in Randolph on January 28, 1875 of spinal meningitis. She
was 1 year, 3 months, and 18 days old. Another daughter Mary died in Randolph on
October 20, 1879 of convulsions.”” She was 7 days old. Their son Arthur died of
inflammation of the brain on November 9, 1884. He was 3 years, 2 months and 14 days
old. One day later, on November 10 their daughter Catherine died of consumption. She
was 3 months old.”™

°72 Various Randol ph, Massachusetts birth records.

> Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, 1626 —2001. Randolph, Norfolk
County, 1879, page 247, number 66. On the same page, two children of Michael and
Julia Cozzens Sheridan, James, 7 days old, and Jane 15 years, 4 months, and 24 days,
died of diphtheria in 1879.

37 Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1884, page 269, numbers 61
and 62.
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Mrs McMahon Eseapes From an Insane
Asylum and is Lost to Bight,

Ranporrn, Sept 20—~Mrs Catherine Me-
Mahon, whose home ison Bouth st, in this
village, was an inmate of the Taunton
lunatic hospital, her mind having become
deranged soon after the death of her hus-
band.

On Tuesday, Sept 12, she made her
escape, since when nothing has been heard
from her. The week previous to her
escape she wrote s letter to her daughter,
stating that she was desirous of seeing her
on Saturday. The daughter not being able
to womply with her mother's desire, she re-
oeived anotherietter on Monday following
saying that she was coming home.

She is about 50 years of age, of medium
hight, weighs about 140 ponnds, has

black halr, tinged with gray in front. dark
blue eyes and a aoJﬁ complexion. At th

time of her departure she wore a brown
print wrap., & black crocheted shoulder
cape, black straw hat, trimmed with a
black ribbon, and a white apron.
Mrs:McMahon’sbrother,Andrew Bracken,
an officer at Deer island, and other family
connections in this village, have been in
constant search for her.
| On Monday afternoon a telegram was
| received here from police headquarters at

' Boston, stating that the lglninz one was at
'a house at eston sq, but upon investi-
| gation it pf’ove thathte party wasanother
| fanaway, but from t vars institution.
Iy is _fea that n]mf mishap has be-
fallen her. The hospita ﬂpeople are mak-
nd her, and her

ing all possible &ﬂo t0
friends have a description of her with
officers in the immediate vicinity.

[llustration 86: Boston Daily Globe, September
20, 1893, page 18.

Catherine’s heartbreak was not over.
Her husband Peter died on February
8, 1893 in Randolph of intermittent
fever and cerebral hemorrhage.

Peter had filed for and was granted
an invalid pension for his Civil War
service on April 24, 1880. Catherine
was granted a widow’s pension after
his death.’” She was said to have
become insane possibly due to
dementia a few months after the
death of her husband and was
committed to the Taunton Lunatic
Hospital. She escaped on September
12, 1893. Catherine was 50 at the
time of her escape, and weighed 140
pounds with black and gray hair,
dark blue eyes and a florid
complexion. According to letters
she had written to her doctor, she
was headed home to Randolph. A
search was instituted for her and her
brother Andrew, a policeman at the
time, tried to help find her. It isn’t
known if she was ever found or died
as a Jane Doe somewhere between
Taunton and Randolph, although the
answer would likely lie in her
widow’s pension files.

Catherine’s son, Charles Leo,
married Elizabeth Ann Hickey on
October 19, 1914 in Holbrook,
Norfolk County. Elizabeth, a school
teacher, was the daughter of
Jeremiah J. and Ann A. Sheridan
Hickey.”"

> Civil War pension application 360087, certificate 249054 (Peter) and pension

application 575081, certificate 402877 (Catherine).

376 Marriages Registered in the Town of Holbrook, Massachusetts in the Year 1914, page

66.
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Edward Bracken

Edward Bracken was born on January 1,
1840 in County Longford, Ireland.”” After
immigrating with his mother in 1853 he
made his living as a boot crimper in
Randolph, where he married Margaret
Elizabeth Quinn on October 4, 1863.
Margaret, called Lizzie by the family, was
born December 12, 1844 in Randolph, the
daughter of Edward Quinn (1800-1858)
and Catherine Bohan.””® Some records
have her mother as Rosanna Muldoon
(1817-1904), the daughter of Thomas and
Bridget Gill Muldoon.’”

Edward became a citizen of the United
States on April 4, 1874 in the District
Court in Boston. His witnesses were John
Flood and John Purcell, both of
Randolph.*®

They had several children together: Mary,
born September 11, 1865; Ann, born
October 31, 1867; Mary E., born March

Bridget Gerety
m. Michael Bracken
|
Edward (1840-1881)
m. Margaret Elizabeth Quinn
|

Mary (1865-1869)
(unmarried)

Ann (1867-1869)
(unmarried)

Mary E. (1869-?)

Margaret (1870-7)

m. Francis 8. Gilligan
Sarah (1872-7)

Anna L. (1874-7)

m. Edward J. Lonergan
Eileen (1876-7)

m. Daniel P. Lyons
Michael Edward (1878-7)
Elizabeth (1879-7)

m. Joseph M. Kelley

20, 1869; Margaret, born November 23, 1870; Sarah F., born November 14, 1872;>*
Anna L., born July 13, 1874; Eileen, born February 19, 1876; Michael Edward, born
March 1, 1878; and, Elizabeth, sometimes called Lillian, born November 28, 1879.%%

They lost two daughters in 1869. Ann died of scarlatina anginosa, which causes
extensive necrosis and ulceration of the throat, on January 2. She was one year and three
months old. Mary died eight days later on January 10 of scarlatina maligna, an acute and

77 Edward Bracken Naturalization, U.S. District Court, Boston, Massachusetts, volume

71, page 76-76A.

>78 Births Registered in the Town of Randolph, Massachusetts for the year 1844.
> A public tree on FamilySearch gives her mother’s name as Rosanna Muldoon Quinn.
The Massachusetts marriage record has her mother’s name as Rosanna. Edward'’s

brother Andrew married a Mary Gill in 1893.

%0 Op. Cit. Volume 71, page 76-76A.

8! Another Massachusetts record gives her birth date as November 13, 1873 but this

conflicts with Anna who was born in July 1874.

*$2 Various, Births Registered in the Town of Randolph, Massachusetts.



extremely lethal form of scarlet fever. She was three years and four months o0ld.*® Her
sister, Mary E., born two months later, was named for her.

Edward Bracken died on October 19, 1881 of phthisis pulmonalis, consumption.

Mary, Sarah, Annie, Eileen, and Michael went to work in the shoe industry by 1900
working as shoe stitchers. Margaret had married Francis S. Gilligan, a plumber, on July
1, 1896 in Randolph.”® All of the rest of the children, continued to live at home with
their mother for a time.

Eileen married Daniel P. Lyons, a commercial traveler, on September 30, 1908. Elizabeth
married Joseph M. Kelley, a railway mail clerk from Weymouth, on July 7, 1909 in
Randolph. Annie married Edward J. Lonergan, a shoe operator in Weymouth, on April
19, 1910 in Randolph.

Margaret Quinn Bracken died in Randolph in 1927.°* Both she and Edward are buried in
St. Mary’s Cemetery, Randolph. Edward’s tombstone notes that he was born in
Edgeworthstown in 1840. No baptismal record has been found for him there.

%3 Deaths Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1869.

> Marriages Registered in the Town of Randolph for the Year 1896, page 519, number
14,

*% Massachusetts Death Index, 1901-1980, volume 62, page 437.
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Andrew Bracken

The youngest of Bridget Gerety’s children, Andrew

Bracken was born on August 2, 1845 in County Bridget Gerety
Longford.”® He worked as a shoemaker in Randolph, m. Michael Bracken
Massachusetts. Although he believed he immigrated | 2
through Boston on May 15, 1852, the date was actually Andrew (154>-139%4)
May 28, 1853.% When he enlisted on April 6, 1865 in m. Mary Gill

New York City as a private in Company M of the 24"
Cavalry Regiment, he was 5°4” tall with brown hair, blue
eyes and a light complexion. By reason of consolidation as the Civil War was ending, he
was transferred on June 17, 1865 to the 1* New York Provisional Cavalry, and sent to
Virginia where he mustered out a month later on July 19 at Clouds Mills.

Andrew Bracken re-enlisted on November 22, 1873 and served until November 22, 1878
as a private in Company B, 19" US Infantry. Over the course of his career he served at
Fort Elliot in Texas as a courier, in Kansas, in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), and in
Nebraska. From March 10, 1879 until March 9, 1884 he served in Company I, 4™ US
Infantry. On May 7, 1884 he enlisted again in Company B of Instruction.

In his last tour of duty, he contracted rheumatism so severe that he could not continue in
service. He transferred to Company C of the 8" Cavalry on May 18, 1886. On August
15, 1886 he was discharged at San Antonio, Texas and on November 8, 1886 he filed for
an invalid pension. For about a year he lived at the National Soldier’s Home in
Washington, DC. After his discharge, he lived at Hot Springs, Arkansas where he worked
for a time as a laborer. In 1891 he was at Military Headquarters in Los Angeles.

Andrew Bracken was a very sick man. Diagnosed with rheumatism>® during his service,
he also had consumption, tuberculosis of the left lung, possibly contracted while serving
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri in 1875. Rheumatism was a catch all diagnosis for
several diseases in the 19™ century, one of which was lupus and Andrew’s symptoms
were not inconsistent with this debilitating disease. Emaciated, at 5’5 he weighed only
110 pounds in 1891.

Andrew moved back to Massachusetts where he was naturalized on November 12, 1892
in United States Court, District of Massachusetts. His references were John T. Mahoney
and John S. Kenney. At the time he lived at 3 Ohio Street, Boston.

>%6 Naturalization Papers. 1892. The year may have actually been 1844.
*¥7 Andrew Bracken, Civil War Notes.
>%% Andrew Bracken/Burke pension application.
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[llustration 87: Affidavit that Andrew Burke was Andrew Bracken.
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In July 1893 he married Mary Gill in Boston, Suffolk County. Mary, born December 15,
1853 in Randolph, Massachusetts, was the daughter of Bernard Gill and Rose Carney,

both from Ireland. It’s likely they
knew each other well in Randolph.
Mary Gill grew up practically next
door to Andrew’s sister, Mary
Bracken Sullivan.

Andrew was taken seriously ill on
Sunday, December 9, 1894 and
shortly before noon on Wednesday,
his condition worsened. His
physician lost all hope for recovery
and he died that evening at 5 PM
on December 12, 1894 at the
Officer’s House on Deer Island.”®
He was serving as a patrol officer
at Deer Island Prison, which was
still called the House of Industry at
the time. He had been an officer
there for years.

Father McAvoy of St. Mary’s
Church said the Requiem Mass for
the repose of his soul, the first ever
such Mass at that church. His
body was taken to South Boston to
lay in state until December 15",
after which it was taken to
Randolph for burial at St. Mary’s
Cemetery, where the newspaper
obituary noted that he was to be
buried beside his father and
mother.” He and Mary had lived
at 286 West Third Street in
Southie, as South Boston is known
to this day.

Representatives from the

OFFICER BRACKEN'S FUNERAL

The funeral of Patrolman Andrew
Bracken, a trusted officer at Deer Island
for the past five years, took place yes-
terday from his late home, 286 West
Third Street, South Boston. Trimountain
Garrison, R. A. and N. U., of which
the deceased was a member, attended
in a body. Commander R. R. Centro,
Vice-Commander Peter Cusack, Deputy
Commander Q. H., Durew, Adjutant
French and Captain John Kenny acted as
pall besrers. The bhody was borne to the
Old Colony depot and taken on the 12
o'clock train to Randolph, Mass., and lald
to rest beside his father and mother,
who died only a few years ago. Mr.
Bracken was 49 years old and leaves a
wife, sister and a large circle of friends.

Officer Bracken was taken ill on Sunday
last, Hogpital Superintendent T, F.
Roache dia all that medical skill could
do for him, but shortly before noon on
Wednesday his condition changed for the
worse. The physiclan lost all hope, and
his death came at 6 0'clock In the eve-
ning, surrounded by his wife and friends.

On Thursday morning his body was
taken to the chapei, where the first re-
quiem mass ever celebrated there was
said by the chaplain, Father McAvoy, of
8t. Mary's Church, who delivered a very
touching eulogy at the close of the ger-
vices, The organ was presided over by
Mr. Cornelius Wielslinger, solos being
rendered by E. G. Edwards and ..
Keenan. The body was brought to Bosg-
ton on the afternoon boat and taken to
his late home in South Boston, where it
1aid in stata till Saturday meorning,

Illustration 88: Boston Post. December 16, 1894.

Trimountain Garrison army and navy union accompanied the body. Pallbearers were
Augustus Forrest, Dominick Hand, Patrick Brady, and Michael Brady.

*% Qur Paper, volume 10, page 811, Massachusetts Reformatory, 1894.
% Boston Post. December 16, 1894. Other referencesto Andrew in the Boston Daily
Globe December 13, and December 17, 1894.
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Andrew had been granted a pension as Andrew Burke. After his death, his widow
claimed his pension and, of course, had to file several affidavits to prove the marriage as
well as the fact that Andrew Bracken was indeed Andrew Burke. One of the statements
filed in the matter was by Michael Sheridan of Randolph, Massachusetts. Michael was
born in Ireland in 1831, the son of James and Ann Kerrigan Sheridan.™'

Andrew’s widow, who was a nurse, continued to live in South Boston at 254 West 3™
Street with her sister Rose Gill. Mary died at home at 11 PM on July 20, 1920 of arterio
sclerosis complicated by a weak mental condition of four months duration. She was 66
and was buried at St. Mary’s in Randolph.”* Rose Gill continued to live in Boston but at
135 Seventh Street with her cousin Catherine Burnett. Catherine, born in Ireland about
1868, was a widow who had married about 1890, immigrated in 1909, and worked as a
servant to a family. They paid $15.00 a month rent.
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[llustration 89: Andrew Bracken, Civil War Excerpt.

*!' Michael Sheridan died of pneumonia on May 4, 1898 in Randolph. A Mary Sheridan,
born in Ireland, daughter of James and Ann Sheridan, died of consumption at 27 years, 8
months in Randolph on December 19, 1862, and was probably Michael’s sister.

%2 Massachusetts Sate Vital Records, 1841-1920, Deaths 1920, Volume 18, Boston, page
439, certificate number 7213.
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Other Gerety Family Notes

An Andrew Gerety died in Mullingar, Westmeath on 28 January 1853.
A Mrs. Marcella Gerety died on June 26, 1862 in Mullingar, Westmeath.

A Marcella Gerety, maiden name Hynds, was buried on December 6, 1842 in Moate in
Ardagh parish. Moate was a town in Clonlonan in Athlone.

A Marcella Gerety died in April 1770 in Walshestown, Mullingar, Westmeath.

Other Sheridan Notes

As related in one of the letters, Bridget Sheridan’s father had many brothers. One can
assume there would be sisters also. No aunts and uncles of Bridget were mentioned in
the letters. Only one daughter of one brother was mentioned and that was Catherine
Sheridan who immigrated to America around 1850 but had returned to Ireland as ‘the
widow Kiernan’ and was living in Edgeworthstown in 1896. Catherine Kiernan may
have had a daughter living in New York who was in touch with Bridget Brady. It’s
possible that some of the following leads may be related. Ages and places are what
would be expected.

A Catherine Sheridan died in Mullingar on 2 March 1853.
There were several Sheridans in the records of Ardagh-Moydow and Granard.

On March 22, 1831 James Cox, son of Patrick Cox and Mary Sheridan was baptized in
Newtown-Forbes. Thomas Sheridan and Bridget Sheridan, were his sponsors.

A Patrick Sheridan married an Elizabeth Gerety in Ireland. They had a daughter
Catherine Sheridan, born about 1804, who married a Farley and died in Randolph, Mass.
on October 13, 1870 at age 66 of consumption. Elizabeth could be one of the six Gerety
sisters.

In May 1818, a Patrick Sheridan married Ann Masterson in Granard Parish. Their
children were Ann, born August 1819, Edward, born January 1822, Lawrence, born July
1835, and Ellen June, born 1836. Another Ann was born September 1827 to “Patrick and

wife”, which may or may not be the same family.

A Michael Halton married a Mary Sheridan in December 1812 in Granard.
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Epilogue

Thus ends the story of my great-great grandmother’s brothers and sisters, the outer leaves
of the Sheridan branch of the family tree. While the names of both of Bridget Sheridan
Casey’s parents could not be discovered, at least her mother’s name could be deduced
from the available evidence. The fate of Biddy’s brother Thomas Sheridan and his wife
Anne Reilly remains a mystery but instinct and the unfolding lives of Thomas’ children,
strongly indicated that Ann probably died in Ireland but that Thomas came to America.

Of all the Irish branches of the family, the Sheridan branch was perhaps the most
adventurous. They left half their world behind in Ireland but brought the best half, their
family, with them to America. It’s hoped that this book can shine a light on their lives
and honor those lives.

My special thanks to my great-great grandmother and her daughters Mary and Matilda
Casey, for preserving the letters and pictures they received over the years. These
provided many threads to trace Bridget’s brothers and sisters, and nieces and nephews.
Without the letters, they and their stories, would have been lost to time. Instead the
richness of their lives and experiences can be enjoyed and preserved and give an idea of
the spirit and personalities of these long gone Sheridans.

I feel I have come to know them. I hope the reader feels the same.
Perhaps when DNA testing comes in more general use than today, the finger (and the

family knows which one!) will be able to identify even more of our Irish relatives further
back in time. Perhaps it can put a finger on history.
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Appendix 1. The Sheridan/Blake Probate Case

Introduction

There was a legend in the family, on the Lamb side, told to all of us as children about the
rich English Protestant gentleman who married the poor Irish Catholic girl. His parents
heartily disagreed with the marriage and disinherited him, and so the couple fled to
America to make a new life for themselves. As related to the Charleston, West Virginia
contingent of my generation, it was a Lamb/Monaghan story. In reality it was a Sheridan
story and involved a famous English probate case in the late 1800s.

Biddy Casey and her niece, Bridget Reilly Brady, exchanged some letters regarding the
case and Biddy probably provided information about her father’s family to assist in
determining if anyone in the family had a claim to the sizable inheritance.

An article in the New York Times on September 25, 1889 referenced some possible
American heirs to the estate from Brooklyn and their names were all Casey. Why the
potential heirs to a Sheridan estate would all be named Casey was perplexing. The
answer was, of course, those Caseys, like their West Virginia cousins, were all also
Sheridans. For more on those Caseys, see Through Irish Eyes Part II1. Putting a Finger
on History — the Caseys.

The truth behind the legend proved to be most interesting. The case was settled after
many years in English courts and any American claims were not found to have a valid
basis, if any were ever pursued with any vigor.

Summary

The story involved a beautiful young woman, named Helen, or Ellen, Sheridan, who
married a young English officer stationed in Ireland in the early 1800s, whose name was
Robert Dudley Blake. Herein is a summary of information provided to the Sheridan Clan
Society in Granard by Helen Sheridan (not the lady in question).

According to testimony in the case, General Blake met Helen, who was supposedly the
daughter of a captain of a trading vessel out of Galway. General Blake ran away with her
to Scotland when she was seventeen, and married her in Glasgow. His family considered
her to be a person of low origin and felt the couple were not lawfully married, and
further, that the lady herself was illegitimate. If Helen’s parents were married in a non-
conforming ceremony, meaning non Church of Ireland ceremony, in Ireland, then by
English law, she would have been illegitimate and an illegitimate person had no relatives
by law. After their own marriage about 1819, Robert Blake left Helen to be educated in
the manners of society and he returned to England to prepare a way to bring her into
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English society. Several years later, perhaps three years, he brought her back as his new
bride and presented her as a well brought up young lady.

In spite of their efforts to the contrary, Helen was not well accepted in society. Rumors
with regard to his wife had swirled in his absence, and as a consequence, they had few
social engagements. It was said Mrs. Blake had a peculiar, perhaps Irish, accent. His
family showed a disinclination to treat his wife with cordiality and this caused a rife
between Robert Blake and his family. An old officer of Marines, a Mr. Smith of Galagate
House, testified in a letter that he believed Mrs. Blake to be the illegitimate daughter of
one Thomas Sheridan.

General Blake wrote a will about twelve years after his marriage, on February 24, 1831,
and in the will stated that his wife had brought with her a dowry of £4,000. His family
never accepted this to be true. Many people believed the clause was inserted in the will
in an attempt to enhance the status of Blake’s wife. His will left nothing to his own
family in order to ensure that his wife’s right to inherit was unquestioned. Mr. Blake
passed away about 1850 and his family did not contest his will. Mrs. Blake did enjoy the
friendship of her husband’s brother, Sir Francis Blake of Tilmouth House. When Sir
Francis passed away in 1860, his own estate was quite muddled and further complicated
hers.

Helen Blake passed away on Saturday, September 23, 1876 at her home at 4 Earl’s
Terrace, Kensington, London, and her estate was entered into probate. She had prepared
a draft will but apparently had failed to complete and sign, the document.

West, King, Adams, and Company of London were the solicitors for Robert and Helen
Blake. They maintained Mrs. Blake informed them she had no relatives at all. One of
her servants testified that Mrs. Blake had told her she had two sisters.

Nine claimants came forward in the first years and hundreds more, when the estate was
advertised. Most were from Ireland, but other claims came in from America, New
Zealand, Canada, and other countries. Several bequests were honored, many were not.

The case lives on in local lore. Claims were still being made against the estate as late as
the 1930s. Perhaps there is more about the American claim to be obtained from the
Public Records Office in London. (Ref: TS17, 1273 to 1293).

The story of the Sheridan Blake probate case, as compiled by Helen Sheridan, and
detailed on the Sheridan Clan web site, is reproduced here in detail, slightly modified and
condensed in the interest of space.
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The Blake Millions— by Helen Sheridan
Introduction

This presentation was created by Helen Sheridan, from reading through documentation
on this topic stored in the Public Records Office in Kew in London. (Ref. TS17, 1273 to
1293). Some information is from the Blake papers in the Records Office in Berwick-
upon-Tweed.

When & Where The Story Started

On Saturday, September 23, 1876, Mrs. Blake was in bed at her leased home at 4 Earl’s
Terrace, Kensington, London. Mrs. Blake was a lady in her mid-seventies, but her exact
age has not been established. In the house with her were two servants, James and
Gertrude Burke, and two friends she had requested earlier that day, by telegram, to come
to her as she was unwell. They were Mr and Mrs Edward Edwards Langford.

Before the Langfords arrived at 4 Earl’s Terrace, Mrs. Blake dispatched James Burke to
her solicitors, West, King, Adams & Co, of 66 Cannon Street, London, to fetch to her Mr
King. The assumption was that Mrs. Blake wished to complete her will, as it was lying
on the bedside table. Mr. King duly arrived at 4 Earl’s Terrace, but found that Mrs. Blake
had died before his arrival.

What Happened Then

Mrs. Blake had prepared the draft will some three years earlier but had not completed it.
Mr. King took it with him when he left and he asked the Langfords to remain at the home,
to look after and secure the house and its contents. As there were no known relatives of
Mrs. Blake, this was deemed to be especially important. The Langfords stayed in the
house for the next three months.

Mr. King gave notice of Mrs. Blake’s death to the Solicitor of Her Majesty’s Treasury on
the following Monday and asked for instructions as to arrangements for Mrs. Blake’s
funeral. The Treasury advised him to make such arrangements as he saw fit. Mr. King
had the body transported to Northumbria, and buried in Norham churchyard in the vault
in which her husband General Robert Dudley Blake had been previously buried.

Mr. King did not himself attend the funeral in Northumbria, but arranged for the
attendance at the funeral of four persons, in order to see that the funeral was properly
carried out, and that there would be someone to follow the body to the grave. These were
Mr. & Mrs. Langford, a Miss Hudson, and a Mr. Duddell. Mr. King advised these four
that their mourning expenditure would be paid out of Mrs. Blake’s estate. Mourning
expenditure was also provided for Mr. & Mrs. Burke. The cost was £12 15s 2d. Mrs.
Blake was buried in Norham on September 30, 1876.

190



The Search For Information

The Treasury Solicitors and their agents, the firm Hare & Co, embarked on gathering
what information they could about Mrs. Blake and her husband, beginning with the
documents at 4 Earl’s Terrace. Information concerning the General was plentiful, but
there was little if any that related to Mrs. Blake. Affidavits were sworn by a number of
long term friends of Mrs. Blake and her late husband, and statements were taken from
other friends and acquaintances.

A notice was placed in London newspapers in November 1876 and May 1877:

“Blake. - Heir At Law. - Next Of Kin. - The Heir at Law and the Next Of Kin of Mrs.
Helen Blake, late of No. 4, Earl’s Terrace, Kensington, widow, deceased, are Requested
to Communicate with the Solicitor for the affairs of her Majesty’s Treasury, Whitehall.
28™ November 1876”

TheAffidavits

Miss Eliza H. Hudson — Swore she first met Robert Dudley Blake when she was an
eleven year old in 1811. He took the upper rooms in her mother’s house at 4 Little
George Street in Westminster in 1811, which he kept until 1818. For a short time
thereafter R D Blake took a furnished apartment in Camberwell, where he owned some
properties, close to the new home of Miss Hudson’s family, whom he continued to visit.
In the Spring of 1819 R D Blake went to the Continent for ten months. On his return
from the Continent he took rooms at the house of Mr. Bliss at 19 Adam Street, Adelphi,
and continued to visit the Hudsons. He had property in Sussex and would sometimes go
and stay there.

Miss Hudson first met Helen Blake in or around 1830, when R D Blake introduced her as
his wife. Afterwards Eliza Hudson paid visits to Handcross House in Sussex and
remained on intimate terms with the Blakes for the remainder of their lives. She was told
that the Blakes had married in Scotland in the year 1819, that Helen Blake, before her
marriage, had been made a ward of Chancery after her father died when she was young
and her mother remarried. The remarriage was either to her mother’s cousin or to her
first husband’s cousin. Miss Hudson stated that it was her understanding that Helen
Blake had never been to Ireland but would have liked to have done so.

Miss Hudson attributed the General’s secrecy about his marriage to the difference in age
with his wife, and also the fact of her wardship of Chancery. It was further her
understanding that Mrs. Blake had inherited £4,000, and that there had been some
difficulty in obtaining the money. The Blakes had no children, but Mrs. Blake had
suffered a miscarriage after a road accident before 1830. She also suffered pain in her
right hand as a result of trying to play a demanding piece on the pianoforte, and that she
generally would get someone else to write for her when possible.
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Douglas Pitt Gamble — Swore that his father, John Richard Gamble, was a close friend
of General Blake and acted as a go-between between General Blake and his brother Sir
Francis Blake, and his sister Mrs. Stag. In his role as a go-between, John Gamble visited
the Blake family home in Northumbria. One of the family difficulties that occasioned
this need had arisen from the idea that General Blake was living in sin with “a person of
very low origin”. However, John Gamble expressed his opinion to the Blake family that
General Blake was lawfully married to the lady in question, and that on his return to
London, he himself would endeavor to ascertain the truth of the matter.

Two days after this visit, General Blake invited John Gamble to a meeting. The invitation
came from the General at his Adam Street address. At that meeting the General showed
John Gamble the marriage certificate to verify their married status. Mr. Gamble also
raised the delicate matter of Mrs. Blake’s supposed illegitimacy, as claimed by the Blake
family. General Blake answered “Well so she is. She never saw or knew her father
whom I believe was a captain of a trading vessel between Galway and Baltimore. Her
mother ill-treated her, and when she was about seventeen I ran away with her, took her to
Scotland and married her at a place near Glasgow.” Douglas Pitt Gamble, who became a
friend of the Blakes, also stated that he had repeatedly heard Mrs. Blake say that she had
not a relation in the world, and that General Blake had said the same thing on several
occasions.

Geor ge Farquhar son King — Swore that he was a partner in West, King, Adams & Co,
the General’s and Mrs Blake’s solicitors over a long period of time. Mr. King did not
know Helen Blake’s maiden name. Having done business with the Blakes for many
years, Mrs. Blake had frequently informed both Mr. King and his late partner Mr. West,
that she had no relations whatever. Additionally, the law firm had some years before
drawn up the draft will at her request, and some revision of that draft had been done a
short time before she died.

Signed Statements

Edward Edwards Langford & hiswife Marian | sabella — Attested that they were
intimate friends of the late General Blake and Mrs. Helen Blake from 1837, having first
become friends with the Blakes when the Langfords resided in the same parish of
Slaugham in Sussex.

Helen Blake requested Mr. Langford’s help in making the arrangements for General
Blake’s funeral, following his death in 1850. Afterwards he assisted Mrs. Blake in
arranging her affairs. The Langfords interpreted expressions frequently made by Helen
Blake about ground rents on properties in St. George’s Place, as intimating that Mrs.
Blake was going to benefit the Langfords in her will and that they had frequently heard
Mrs. Blake say that none of her property should go to the Blake family.
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The Langfords remained at 4 Earl’s Terrace for about three months after the death of
Helen Blake, at a cost of great inconvenience to themselves, and in much discomfort at
first, owing to the state of the house. They humbly submitted that they had a claim on the
bounty of the Crown due to the provision, which would have been made by Mrs. Blake
had she lived long enough to complete her will, as well as the services rendered by them,
since her death.

Mrs. King nee Ellison — Mrs. King was the daughter of Mr. Ellison, the Rector of
Slaugham for many years. She signed a statement describing what she & her family
knew of General and Mrs. Blake, in support of a claim by a Miss Fitzgerald, in 1882.
Miss Fitzgerald purported to be Mrs. Blake’s next of kin. Mrs. King gave the fullest
personal account of the Blakes.

The General was eccentric, very well informed, very agreeable, orderly, and fastidious
regarding cleanliness. An exception was made, however, in his correspondence and his
way of leaving notes on small bits of paper and old cards lying about.

Mrs. King was quite sure that all of Slaugham in the early 1820’s understood the General
to be a bachelor. Sometime between 1823 and 1827 General Blake announced his
intention to leave Slaugham for six months and to bring back with him a bride. As the
General was a very private person, this announcement of his intended marriage created
intense astonishment in Slaugham society. On the General’s return, his wife became an
object of intense interest. She was discussed and scrutinized by the ladies of Slaugham.
Those ladies ‘turned up their noses’ and declined to call upon her. There was really
nothing wrong with Mrs. Blake, but the General had announced a bride and Mrs. Blake’s
manner and general demeanor were not those of a newly married lady. Slaugham society
put her down as a lady who must have been married three years at least.

Rector Ellison called on General Blake and the General likely produced a marriage
certificate. The Rector and his daughter called on Mrs. Blake and the other ladies of
Slaugham followed his example. General Blake & Mrs. Blake became bona fide
members of Slaugham society. The Ellison family became very close to the Blakes, and
remained so for the life of General and Mrs. Blake.

Neither the General nor Mrs. Blake ever gave a hint to the Ellisons of Mrs. Blake’s
origins and it appeared they were most anxious to conceal them. The Blakes not only
avoided mentioning the smallest clue to Mrs. Blake’s family, but also threw obstacles in
the way of any such discovery. On one occasion Mrs. Blake, at an unguarded moment
used an expression, just one sentence which threw the smallest possible light on her birth,
and the General showed great signs of uneasiness and quickly changed the conversation.

The Ellisons considered Mrs. Blake to be inferior to the General’s rank in life. Mrs.
Blake had a peculiar accent, which the Ellisons thought to be a northern one, or possibly
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Irish. The Ellisons formed no opinion on the matter of whether Mrs. Blake’s accent was
Irish.

Miss Fitzgerald, whose claim the statement was in support of, left Mrs. King a
photograph of a Mrs. Jones, a supposed elder sister of Mrs. Blake. Mrs. King said that
her brother, her husband, herself, and her eldest daughter thought the photo looked
strikingly like Mrs. Blake. Miss Fitzgerald said that Mrs. Jones, the lady in the
photograph, had beautiful hair as an aged woman, soft, pure white, and lush, just like
Mrs. Blake’s hair.

When General Blake died Mrs. Blake adopted his old habit of writing notes on scraps of
paper and became very untidy in dress and person. The Kings knew Mrs. Blake until the
last, and she gave a sovereign as pocket money to their children just before she died.
From all that Miss Fitzgerald said to the King family, the Kings sincerely believed Miss
Fitzgerald’s relatives were the right heirs.

The Kings had heard nothing that would lead them to believe that Mrs. Blake was
illegitimate, and they never thought she was.

The Blake Family Statement

Mrs. Blake’s history prior to her marriage has not been clearly traced. She herself never
spoke in any detail about it, and her allusions to her early days went no further than a
statement that her father was a “man of note”, and that she had been born in a vessel on
the River Mersey.

The Blake family knew that General Blake’s connection with his wife had not
commenced with their marriage, and that it wasn’t unusual that the Blake family showed
a disinclination to receive the lady with cordiality. In consequence, a partial
estrangement followed between them and the General, but in due course friendly
relations were established, and the General’s wife became a frequent visitor to Sir Francis
Blake at the family mansion, Tilmouth House.

The General’s will was executed about 12 years after their marriage, and clearly was
intended to put beyond question the fact of his marriage with the lady. The will states
that by his marriage with his wife, the General had acquired a sum of £4,000, and that
other property had subsequently come to him as her husband. But this fact was not
revealed by the General to any member of his family in his lifetime. It was suggested
that the story may have been a sort of pious exaggeration or misstatement, made with the
idea that it would in some way strengthen the position of the wife should her claims
under the will be questioned. Such an emphasis was unusual in a will, but might make
sense if it was understood that when the will was made, the General’s family believed,
and had shown that they believed, that the relationship between the General and his wife
had not been beyond question or criticism.
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The Blake family considered the reason for this was to put the General’s wife’s right to
succeed to his estate beyond any danger. On the General’s death in 1850, his widow’s
right to succeed to his real and personal estate, in accordance with his will, was not
questioned by anyone. She continued in the enjoyment of the estate until her death and
was a frequent visitor at Tilmouth. During the later years of her brother-in-law’s, Sir
Francis Blake’s, life, their mutual relationship was one of friendship.

Mrs. Blake’s brother-in-law Sir Francis died in 1860, and his affairs were much
embarrassed. Some parts of the estate had been heavily mortgaged and after his death in
1860, some parts were sold by the mortgagees. An important part of the sold off estate
was purchased by Mrs. Blake herself.

From 1869, the succession to the Blake estates (Sir Francis Blake’s) was the subject of
long and costly litigation, at the conclusion of which Mr. Francis Douglas Blake was the
eventual beneficiary. Mrs. Blake shared with Mr. Sanderson, Francis Douglas Blake’s
solicitor, that she had purchased part of the estate with the hope that one day the estate
might be rejoined. They agreed upon a price of £66,903 and a deposit was paid.
However Mrs. Blake died before the sale was complete, and the balance of the money
was in due course paid into the Treasury.

Mrs. Blake was on the kindest and most friendly terms with all the children of the late Sir
Francis, and after his death, his daughters Mrs. Steele and Miss Blake at various times
resided with her. Mrs. Blake had offered to adopt Miss Mary Blake after Sir Francis’s
death. Mrs. Blake assured both his daughters that they might rely on her as their friend.
Many letters from Mrs. Blake indicated the most affectionate sentiments on her part
towards the Blake family.

Mrs. Blake arranged the burial of her husband General Blake in the Blake vault in
Norham churchyard, and reserved the right to be buried there herself as part of the
conveyancing of the estates repurchased from her by Mr. Francis Douglas Blake.

The Blake family submitted that under the circumstances, there existed ample
justification for the family of the late Sir Francis Blake sharing in the liberality of the
Crown in dealing with Mrs. Blake’s estate.

Gertrude Burke's Statement

Mrs. Gertrude Burke, along with her husband James, were servants of Mrs. Blake at the
time of her death. Mrs. Burke remembered Mrs. Blake referring several times to being
related to the famous Brinsley Sheridan. After about six months in her service, Mrs.
Burke asked if any of the Sheridans were still living. Mrs. Blake made reply very
distinctly “There is one, a member of parliament.” She then suddenly turned the
conversation, as if she wished to avoid the subject.
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Mrs. Blake related to Mrs. Burke that her father went abroad and died there. She could
not remember him, being too young at the time. Mrs. Blake also told her that she was
made a ward of Chancery, in consequence of the hardship and cruel treatment of her
mother. Mrs. Blake told her she had two sisters: one went abroad and she believed
married an officer in the Spanish army; the other sister she fancied she had seen in
Liverpool, many years after she had left home. Mrs. Blake drew the attention of the
General to her supposed sister, and the General said “Nonsense, Helen”, and thinking that
he was right, Mrs. Blake did not venture to speak to her. Mrs. Blake always believed
these sisters, being older, were dead. Mrs. Blake’s mother had married Mrs. Blake’s
father’s cousin, and there were three children of the marriage, a girl and two boys. The
boys died in infancy, and the girl, Mary, died between ten and twelve years of age. Mrs.
Blake seemed to have great love for Mary’s memory to the last, saying frequently “Oh, I
wish I had little Mary, dear little Mary”.

Mrs. Blake also told Mrs. Burke that she had been sent to the country to boarding school,
which had been a farmhouse, from whence she eloped to Scotland when very young, with
General Blake, and married there. They then traveled through Europe for a long time.

The £4000 legacy

Most of the statements consider that there was no £4000 legacy, but that the General
introduced the concept to enhance the status of his bride.

There were two mentions of the money. In a letter from the General to Helen Blake dated
July 1821 written while the General was on holiday with his mother in Cheltenham, he
writes “I am sorry to find you still continue uneasy because I have not made known my
marriage with you — Depend upon it My dear Helen that such would not increase our
happiness. The dispositions of my brother Francis and Mrs Stag are no way similar to
yours, and if we were to enter into what the world calls fashionable life it would cause to
us a heavy expenditure which you know our means could but ill afford — and although the
interest of your four thousand pounds has augmented my income still it would be quite
inadequate to meet the expense of such society — Besides which I know my own interest
and I hope your happiness too well to endeavor to convert my really domestic and
rational Wife into a whirligig woman of fashion.”

The General’s will dated 24/2/1831 states “I commence this my last will by stating that I
formerly made a will on my return to England from Scotland in which country I was
married to my dear wife now Mrs. Helen Blake, and in that will I gave and bequeathed
unto her Mrs. Helen Blake Her heirs and assigns for ever all my freehold estates and I
also gave and bequeathed to her all my other estates — And whereas I acquired by my
marriage with Her a sum of four thousand pounds and other property has subsequently
come to me as her Husband and I have purchased other estates since I made that will —
For those reasons and in consideration of Her disinterested and exemplary conduct on all
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occasions, and of the love, affection, esteem, and regard which I have always had for Her
I by this my last Will and Testament give, devise and bequeath,” etc. etc.

The General wrote a letter the following day 25/2/1831 from 9 Staple Inn, London to his
wife stating “I think it proper to mention to you (that you may be aware of it) that I shall
destroy my old will which is twice noticed in The Will which I signed yesterday — and my
reason for destroying it, the old will, is because having yesterday signed My last will and
testament the other is now of no use. - But as the will still older than the above mentioned
old will might be of use for the purpose of showing the regard which I had for you even
before you had favoured me with your hand in marriage I think it as well not to destroy
such will but to keep it as it is not noticed in my last will and testament. — The old will
which is amply noticed in my last will and testament and the older will both one and the
other add strength to my last will and testament signed by me yesterday (as also two
duplicates thereof) as showing that I have uninterruptedly for a vast number of years
intended that you should at my death have all my Freehold estates. I am My dear Helen
Your Sincere and Affectionate Husband - R D Blake”

Lettersre: Mrs. Blake'sorigin

Mr Paxton of Norham on Tweed in a letter dated June 8, 1882, said that he was not by
any means intimately acquainted with the late Mrs. Blake, but he remembers the first visit
of her to Tilmouth, about forty years ago. The subject of her visit was talked of in the
neighborhood and he heard at that time that she was an illegitimate daughter of Thomas
(not Richard) Sheridan. This information came from an old officer of Marines, the late
Mr. Smith of Galagate House. Mr. Paxton remembered that Mrs. Blake had wished to
take one of Sir Francis Blake’s daughters to educate, but that Sir Francis had objected,
and that some little difference had in consequence arisen between them. Mrs. Blake
frequently afterwards visited Tilmouth and the neighborhood, and it had always been his
impression that her parentage was as above stated.

When she bought the Twizel properties after the death of Sir Francis it was understood
that it was with the intention of preserving them for the Blake family.

A second letter dated June 17, 1882 from Mr. Paxton, stated he had endeavored that week
to find some one who could give information about the late Mrs. Blake, and that he had
found only one alive who knew anything about the lady. That man was 92 and has been
many years a tenant on the Twizel estate and was often seen speaking with the lady.
Although the old man was feeble in body, his mind was clear with an excellent memory,
yet he had no information about her parentage. The old man remembered Mrs. Blake
saying she was born in Edinburgh and lived there until she was eight years old, when her
father took her to London. Mrs. Blake also told him she had no near relatives if any
alive. The clerk of Norham Church informed Mr. Paxton that after General Blake’s
death, she came to his brother, Sir Francis Blake at Tilmouth, to arrange the burial. They
could not then legally bury him in the vault in Norham church so Sir Francis and Mrs.
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Blake ordered a new vault to be made in the churchyard. Her husband’s body was put
into this new vault about a year after his death. Before Mrs. Blake’s death two children
of Mr. Francis Blake, the father of the present proprietor of the Twizel estates, were also
deposited in the vault. Last of all Mrs. Blake’s herself was buried there.

Mr. Clayton of Chesters of Humshaugh on Tyne, wrote a letter, dated January 9, 1883
stating it was generally understood that Mrs. Helen Blake was the natural daughter of a
Northumbria farmer of the name Sheraton, and became a domestic servant in the family
of Sir Francis Blake of Twizel Castle in Northumbria. General Blake, then a Captain in
the army, took a fancy to the girl, while on a visit with his brother. He paid for her
education and married her at Glasgow under the name of Helen Sheridan, to conceal her
humble origins. The girl, being naturally clever, took and maintained a place in Society
consistent with her husband’s rank. It was surmised that the passages in her husband’s
will in which she was spoken of as a lady of fortune, were used merely for the purpose of
disguise, the Blake family being eccentric. The descendants of Sheraton, the
Northumbrian farmer, at one time entertained the idea of making a claim as next of kin of
Mrs. Blake, but being satisfied of her illegitimacy did not pursue it. At this distance of
time it may be difficult to procure strictly legal evidence of these facts but I believe there
is no doubt of their authenticity and a knowledge of them may be of use in testing the
claims of the Irish man. I am curious to see how he will identify the property of his
kinswoman with the description contained in General Blake’s Will. — An Irish lady of
fortune is a rare phenomenon.

Would-be Claimants
Nine claimants came forward in the first few years. None Succeeded. Some of these
were:

the representatives of one Richard Kirwan

the McAllister family

Ann Harford

John Brown

Margaret Lardner

William Patrick Sheridan

In subsequent years, after articles in the press, hundreds of inquiries poured in. Most
were from Ireland, and some from the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Spain and
Canada. None of these inquiries came to anything.

Five Petitions of Rightswere embarked upon:
1. The first petitioner was Martin Sheridan who claimed he was heir at law and
entitled to the real estate. A fiat was granted and some interlocutory proceedings
took place, but nothing further was done. Five years later on October 27, 1897,
the court dismissed the petition for want of prosecution.
2. At the same time, Mary Sheridan of Roscommon and nine other persons
presented a petition of rights claiming that they were next of kin and entitled to
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Mrs. Blake’s personal estate. A fiat was granted and some interlocutory
proceedings took place, but nothing further was done. Five years later on October
27, 1897, the court dismissed the petition for want of prosecution.

3. Anastasia Brennan, although dated September 22, 1888, was not filed until July 8,
1893. The petitioner claimed to be the next of kin and heiress at law of the
deceased. A defense was delivered but subsequently the Petitioner failed to
comply with certain orders for the delivery of further particulars. On May 30,
1894, an order was made that unless these particulars were delivered within
twenty one days of the service of the order, the petition should stand dismissed.
They were not delivered and proceedings came to an end.

4. Edward Kelly and Margaret Beehan filed on January 22, 1900. Edward Kelly
claimed to be heir at law of the deceased. Margaret Beehan, as the personal
representative of one John Kelly, claimed he was a first cousin of the deceased
and was entitled to her personal estate. A defense was duly delivered which
traversed the facts alleged in the petition, and in addition claimed the benefit of
the Statutes of Limitations. The claimants’ solicitors decided to proceed no
further.

5. Annie Murtha Minahan of Charlestown, Massachusetts, USA, as the legal
personal representative of one William Leonard, in 1931. This case ended in a
dismissal of the petition, with costs.

Draft Will Bequests

The following bequests were honoured:
Trinity College Dublin - £3,000, to invest and found a ‘Blake National History
Scholarship’
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution - £6,400, for the Irish Service. To
purchase two boats: the ‘General R Dudley Blake’, and the ‘Helen Blake’
‘Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ - £1,000
The O’Conor Don MP - £2,000
Lewis Llewelyn Dillwyn, MP - £2,000
Various charities for Irish Railway Employees - £2,000
‘Royal Society for the Protection of Life from Fire’ - £1,000
Eliza Hudson, of 13 and 14 Westmoreland Place, Camberwell

There were a number of personal bequests:
Mrs Langford - £500
Miss Harriet Brown of Upper Norwood - £500
The Honorable Mrs Methuen, daughter of Rev W Ferguson - £500
Sophia Duddell, niece of George Duddell - £100
Rev. W. Ellison, son of the late rector of Slaugham - £100
William Rovry, and Charlotte his wife, in her employ - £100
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Namesin thedraft Will which were marked out and not honored:
Mr John Strong, formerly of Carters Lodge Sussex - £500
Mary Blake, spinster, daughter of the late Sir Francis Blake - £500
Albert Ferguson, son of Rev W Ferguson - £100
Maynooth College - £3000 to found a Blake National Language Scholarship

Incomesto be provided out of truststo be set up, but which were not honored:
Eliza Hudson, to deliver £50 annually
Mrs Stewart, widow of Rev. James Stewart, Presbyterian minister, Norham,
interest from £500

THE TUAM HERALD, TUAM, CO GALWAY
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 1909

ANOTHER BLAKE "WINDFALL"

According to the "London Star" a very curious story attaches to the announcement that another Blake fortune has fallen to
the Treasury by the death of Mr Fred K Blake, of Broadfield Lodge, near Crawley, who died on 6th May, intestate, and a
bachelor without known relative. Although this estate is not so large as the more famous Blake millions which have
interested so many, it reaches the respectable total of £43,000. It is certainly curious that this intestate should be related
to the famous Mrs Helen Blake, whose fortune also went to the Crown. The romances of these two "windfalls" begins
with General Robt. Dudley Blake, son of General Sir Francis Blake, second baronet, who belonged to an old
Northumbrian family. The held Twissel Castle, and in Durham, Tilmouth, and Segrill in Northumberland, and were very
rich. While he was Captain in the Army, Robert Dudley Blake met in Dublin a beautiful Irish girl named Helen Sheridan,
the daughter of a country schoolmaster. He fell in love with her, and had her educated in England, and married her in
Lanarkshire in 1819. Their only child died in infancy, and left it all to his widow when he died in 1860. In the same year
his brother, Sir Francis Blake, third baronet, died without legitimate issue, and the baronetcy became extinct. Sir Francis
also left considerable property to his sister-in-law, Mrs Helen Blake. This lady died at Earlscourt terrace in 1876, and at
the age of 76, without making a will. Her real estate was worth about £30,000, and the personal estate to about £119,000
more. The whole of the personal estate was seized by the Crown, and next-of-kin advertised for. But no one of the
claimants who came forward from Ireland and America could satisfy the Court of Chancery that they were next of kin,
and £24,000 having been spent in costs, the personal estate amounting to £140,000 remained in the hands of the Crown.
In the district of Claremorris there are still Sheridan's who claim to be related to Helen Blake, but they are too poor to
push their claims. The second Blake intestate comes in this way : Sir Francis Blake, the third baronet, had several
children to whom he bequeathed considerable sums at his death in 1860. One of them was Mr Fred K Blake, who has just
died at Crawley. He was formerly an officer in the Army, and was never seen in the North of England, though he owned
the Seghill estate of 400 acres, on which the Leycocks works their colliery. There was a rumour on the Tyneside that
some poor relatives intended to claim the personal estate, which is valued at £43,000, but nothing has been heard of it in
the Courts, and letters of administration of his property have been granted to the Solicitor to the Treasury, and his

successors in that office "for the use of his Majesty." The Seghill colliery and the landed estates pass to the deceased's

kinsman, Sir Francis Blake, first baronet of the 1907 creation, whose family bought the Seghill Park and other

Northumberland estates from the Crown when Mrs Helen Blake died intestate. Altogether, the Crown has reason to be

grateful to the Blakes for their "windfalls."
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San Francisco Administrator to Bridget Casey, March 16, 1897

A. C. FREESE,

PUBLIC ADMIMISTRATOR,
ROOM 35, CHRONICLE BUILDING,
SAN FRANCISCO.
TELEPHONE 1565

San Freneiseo, Mar, 1l6th, 1897.

Mrs. Bridget Casey,
Peyton Roone. Co.,
West Virginia,
Madam; - Replying to your inquiry conecerning the estate of R. X.

Sheridan, deeeesed, 1 have to say that Reinstein & Eisner, 223

o i A s
- PO e

— Sansome Street, this City, are tne attorneys for the heirs of said
deceased. The heirs, I understand, are hrothers and =Ek&Rs sis-
ters, some of whom, 1 understand, reside in Australia, and the

Mourt will no doubt, order distribution as prayed for by the heirs,

Yours, ete.,
A, C. FRELSE,
Administrator of the estate of R.K,Sheridan,

(Deceased),

vy
b Co )
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Appendix 3. Marjorie Evelyn Sheridan Pownall, Member of the
Order of the British Empire

— Taken from various articles by Philippa Barbour

s A proud member of the Australian

- branch of the Irish Sheridan family,
Australian-born Marjorie Evelyn
Sheridan, was the granddaughter of
Philip Sheridan. Known as Little
Marj to her family, she was born in
Darlinghurst, Sydney, now Kings
Cross, on January 12, 1902 to
Percival Joseph and Evelyn Irene
Lane Sheridan. Her father was
employed in the Justice Department
of New South Wales, appointed to
serve in several country towns
between 1904 and 1913.

A favorite of her grandfather Phil, he
sent Little Marj postcards during his
five month trip to Ceylon, Egypt, the
Suez Canal, Italy, France, and
England, a collection the family
retains today.

Illustration 90: Marjorie Evelyn Pownall (1902-  An intelligent child, Little Marj
1982). Photograph courtesy of Philippa developed her writing skills early on.
Barbour. She attended the prestigious North

Sydney Girls’ High School where

she began her literary career by
writing and publishing a school magazine. Known as Terry to her friends, she formed life
long relationships with her schoolmates. After finishing her schooling, she joined the
work force in Sydney with Fox Films. Later she joined Metro-Goldwyn-Myer as a
clerical secretary and worked there until her marriage to Leslie Pownall in December
1929.

Leslie was born on April 22, 1897 in Chatswood, the son of William Robert Edmund and
Fanny Ada Grinsted Pownall. On February 28, 1916 at the age of 18 Leslie enlisted in
the Australian Imperial Force for service overseas in World War 1. Serving on the
Western Front in France as a gunner, he suffered severe trench fever, which probably
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began as trench feet.™” A bacterial infection causing a long, painful, and debilitating
disease, trench or immersion foot, if left untreated, could become gangrenous requiring
amputation. Leslie was sent to a hospital, first in Belgium, then in Birmingham, England
in November 1917. He was sent back to France in May 1918 where he continued to
serve as a gunner. There he suffered from scabies, a skin infection caused by skin
tunneling mites. After a brief hospitalization for treatment, Leslie again rejoined his unit.
He returned to Sydney in full health in 1919 and was discharged from service in 1920.

During the Second World War
Leslie joined the Air Force
Reserve and served as an Air Raid
Warden. He and Eve, along with
their neighbours, established a
communal chook® yard to supply
eggs, an item severely rationed
during the war.

Adopting the professional name
Eve Pownall after her marriage,
Eve combined caring for her
family with an enduring interest in
children’s literature. In 1945 Eve
was involved in founding the
Children’s Book Council of New
South Wales. In 1952 she won the
children’s Book of the Year award
for her still classic work The
Australia Book, which was
republished several times over the
years, most recently in 2008, more
than fifty years after original
publication.

Eve wrote more than one hundred

radio and magazine scripts as well ) ugiration 91: Leslie Pownall (1897-1962).

as numerous books on poetry, Photograph courtesy of Philippa Barbour.
biography, historical fiction and

social studies. In 1959 she wrote
a book originally published as Mary of Maranoa,’”” which was republished in the 1980s

> Soldiers often stood for hours or even days in wet and unsanitary conditionsin the
trenches. Their feet would become numb, red, and swollen with open sores from the
constant dampness.

** Australian term for chicken

% Maranoa is a district of Queensland.
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as Australian Pioneer Women. For many years this book was used as recommended text
in Women'’s Studies at several universities in Australia. Her research took her to several
parts of remote inland Australia by plane, train, riverboat, and bus in the 1950s.

Leslie and Eve were both active in community issues and early childhood education
throughout their lives. They enjoyed a busy social and recreational life involving tennis,
golf, horseback riding and boating together for many years.

Eve had a genuine interest in children and especially their education. As a published
author, she especially enjoyed talking to children’s groups, to encourage the young to
value and understand the skills associated with reading and writing. Not one to enjoy
being made a fuss over, Eve had a phrase she used whenever people gushed about always
wanting to be an author. She would reply: “It’s just a matter of applying the seat of the
pants to a seat of the chair!”

In the New Year’s Honours List for 1978, Civil Division, Eve was made a Member of the
Order of the British Empire (M.B.E) for service to literature. In 1981 she won the Lady
Cutler Award. Today an award is given in her name annually by the Children’s Book
Council of Australia for the Best Information Book nationwide. Eve remained active
well into her seventies with gardening, yoga, travel, and perhaps her favourite, speaking
to primary school aged children about Australia and literature. She was a staunch
supporter of an Australian Republic.

Always proud of her Irish ancestry and its characteristics of strong personality and
dramatic tendencies, Eve remained busy and active until her death at eighty. She died at
home in Forestville, Sydney, New South Wales on November 15, 1982. Preceded in
death by her husband in June 1962, she was survived by her children, Philippa Jane
Pownall and Gerald Shane Pownall and five grandchildren. Appreciating the value of
family, Eve had remained close to her two brothers, George Percival Sheridan (1903-
1976) and Gordon Frederick William Sheridan (1907-1988), all her life. Both of her
brothers died in Sydney. Her daughter Philippa became interested in family history after
her retirement in 2000 and became a dedicated and accomplished genealogist.

Sources:

Bathurst Family History Society

Family Letters

Lane Cove Council Archives

National Archives of Australia

National Library of Australia— Trove

New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages

Lineage: Bryan Sheridan — Philip Sheridan — Percival Joseph Sheridan — Marjorie
Evelyn Sheridan Pownall — Philippa Pownall Barbour
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Appendix 4. A Granddaughter Remembers Phil
Sheridan

SHERIDAN GRANDPARENTS = GR&%DPA & 'Hun!

Don ‘'t remember very wuch about Grandpa., He had & room in the front of

the house - guess you could call it a study. He spent a lot of time tlhere
but 1 guess he had an office somewhere in town to conduct his business.
They lived at Darlinghurst. A very big house with a lovely staircase ahd a
room underneath for grundchildren with all sorts of toys to play with,
There were zbout & bedrooms, servants rooms upstairs, huge kitchen ahd
laundry etc, Downstairs as well as Drawing Room and diring room, a large
family room for meals, There wasn't much frontage ro Darley Street but
fanily room and one of upstairs bedrooms looked out on a lovely lawn abd
garden - sheds etc.

A day or so before Chri$tmes, Grandpa ond Mum used to come out to our place
at Dulwich Hill with Turkey, ham, cake, pudding ete, also toys for the
young ones. They caame by Hansom cab and it was a great day. We were more
or le ss the 'poor relations'.

'Mum' was always in black and wore a bonnet tied under her chin, I never
remember seeing her actually working — but she would have had plenty to do
with her big family, although they always had one or two servants,

I remember when Granpa died - it was the dsy or nightbefore wy virthday -
After his death they moved to a lovely, but much smaller house - 2 storey -
in Coogee Bay Road, Coogee, Houce was czlled "Bracklyn" asat Darlinghurst
but I tnink the name was changed later,.

After I started at the Bank I used to go out to Coogee sometimes and
stay overnight, Onee 'Mum' gave me a hzlf-soverign and I bought enough

navy serge material for a skirt for work. (There's a note 'to pay rent
$4 a month' - but not sure where it fits in,Monica,)

Sometime after 'Mum' died the 4 maiden aunts split up - Cissy and Auntie
2oing to live atRandwick and Gertie and Ethel had a lovely flat in Carr St
Coogee (or Randwick), Auntie and Cissy later left cottage and took a nice
flat at Randwick end of Coogee Bay Road.

_Ethel and Gertie were at my wedding and gave us (the 4 aunts) the Silver
Tea and Coffee Service on a troy which Monica Has Now, (Gave to Laura 1991.)

[llustration 92: An original remembrance of her grandparents, Phil Sheridan (1834-
1910) and Emma Wastell Sheridan ( 1840-1925), by Gertie McShane Kennedy.
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Appendix 5. General Philip Henry Sheridan

“A brown, chunky little chap, with a long body, short legs, not enough neck to
hang him, and such long arms that if his ankles itch he can scratch them
without stooping.” - Abraham Lincoln describing Philip Henry Sheridan®®

Biddy and Phil Sheridan might have
been first cousins, once or even twice
removed, since ‘Little Phil’ was born
about 39 years after Biddy’s oldest
brother and 15 years after Biddy
herself.

Phil Sheridan’s parents were John
Sheridan of Killenkere*” and Mary
Miner of Mullagh, both in County
Cavan.”® His mother’s name was
sometimes spelled Meenagh, Moynagh,
Mynagh, or Mooney. His father, born
November 17, 1801, and his mother,
born April 10, 1801 were second
cousins on the Sheridan side,*”
presenting more than one possible
connection to Biddy.**

The General’s paternal grandfather,
John Sheridan of Carrickgorman, was
born about 1770, and his grandmother
was a Gaynor of Mullagh. His maternal
grandfather was Patrick Miner who
married Rose Sheridan and lived in Blagh Glebe on a 4 acre farm. His maternal
grandparents had four sons, Hugh, Philip, John and Patrick, and at least two daughters,
Rose and Mary Ann. Patrick and Rose Miner died on the voyage to America and were

[llustration 93: Philip Henry Sheridan.

%6 Wkipedia, Philip Sheridan.

*7 There were thirty-six John Sheridans listed in the Tithe Applotment Book for 1823-
1837, in County Cavan, some of themin Killenkere.

> There is another Mullagh in County Clare.

% Article on Philip Henry Sheridan from FHL film 1,321,223, item 19.

% [bid. The 1860 census ages were in line with this information but the 1850 census
ageswere not. There Phil’s father was five years younger and his mother 10 years
younger.
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buried at sea. Their daughter, Mary Ann Miner, had at least one son, Michael Halpin,
who came to America without his parents.®”" The last name Halpin was often rendered
Halfpenny, a name mentioned in the Sheridan letters.*”

During his life there was considerable controversy regarding where the General was born.
In his memoirs he maintained he was born in 1831 in Albany, New York.”® Others
maintain he was born in Ireland at about the same time. Some Irish oral traditions
support the contention that he was born in the civil parish of Killenkere, in the townland
of Carrickgorman, the Barony of Castlerahan, the Poor Law Union of Bailieborough, in
County Cavan, along the road from the town of Virginia to Bailieboro.®™* Irish oral
traditions maintain that Phil’s uncle, Michael Sheridan, stood for him at baptism in
Ireland.®”

Early family reports have the General’s family coming to America in the “year of the
cholera’, generally accepted to be 1832, not 1830, further suggesting that Phil could have
been born in Ireland. He had an uncle, Thomas Gaynor, in Albany and he and his family
ended up there for a time® before moving to Somerset, Ohio. His mother at one time
said he was born at sea but later retracted that statement.®”’

Phil accepted an appointment to West Point on March 20, 1848. Halfway through his
four years of study he received a furlough and went home to Ohio which accounts for his
presence there in the 1850 Federal census with his family in Somerset, Perry County,
Ohio, taken on July 1, 1850. Phil, whose age was given as 23 implying he was born
about 1827, was working as a merchant,. His parents were listed as John L. Sheridan,
born about 1805 in Ireland, and his mother Mary, born about 1810 in Ireland.

Phil’s birthplace on the 1850 census was given to be Massachusetts.®® Phil’s father
worked as a contractor and owned $500 in real estate. There were three other siblings at
home: a sister, Mary, born about 1834 in New York; a brother, John, born about 1837 in

T FHL film 1,321,223, item 19.

602 |_etter from Bridget Brady to Biddy Casey, February 21, 1897.

63 Personal Memoirs of Philip H. Sheridan, by Philip H. Sheridan, 1888, New and
Enlarged Edition, Volume 1, by Brig.-Gen. Michadl V. Sheridan and Irene Rucker
Sheridan, 1902, D. Appleton and Company, New York, 1904, page 2.

6% Rose Casey Truijillo went to Ireland in 1967 with her father, James Philip Casey, and
saw the house where Irish tradition maintains that Phil Sheridan was born. Rose
indicated it was marked with a plaque and was in County Cavan, between the town of
Baillieborough and the town of Virginia, supporting the records at FHL, and that her
father took her there specifically to show her where her cousin was born.

5 FHL film 1,321,223, item 19.

606 FHL film 1,321,223, item 19.

%7 Terrible Swift Sword, Bruce Catton, Doubleday, New York, 1963.

6% 1850 Federal Census, Somerset, Perry County, Ohio. July 25, 1850, page 658,
dwelling 136, family 136.
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Ohio;*” and a brother, Michael, born about 1841 in Ohio. A fourth child, Patrick Miner,
born about 1846 in Ohio was with the family. Living next door, was Hugh Miner, born
about 1832 in New York, working as a clerk and living in the household of Martin Scott,
a wealthy merchant who owned $4,000 worth of property.

The controversy about where he was actually born remains today. His official death
certificate states that he was born in Somerset, Perry County, Ohio but this can be safely
discarded as inaccurate. Some weight must be given to the 1850 census as it was the
earliest census in which he appeared by name, and the information most likely came from
one or both of his parents or from Phil himself.

Phil was suspended from West Point for a year in 1851 for fighting with a classmate.®"
In 1860 Philip’s parents were still in Perry County with Mary, John, and Michael still at
home. They owned $2,000 of real estate and $225 of personal property. Phil was
stationed elsewhere with the Army.

Philip Sheridan’s father died of old age on May 5, 1875 in Somerset, Ohio. He was 74
years and six months old according to his death record, placing his birth in 1801 once
again.”'’ His mother died on June 12, 1888 of debility in Reading Township, Perry
County. She was 87 years, 2 months, and 2 days old making her born in 1801.%'*

Philip Henry Sheridan died in Dartmouth, Massachusetts on August 5, 1888 of heart
disease. His death record gives his age as 57, born in Somerset, Ohio and that his
parents, Michael and Margaret, not John and Mary, were born in Ireland.

His brother, Michael Vincent Sheridan, born on May 24, 1840 at Somerset, Ohio, died on
February 21, 1918 at Washington, DC.

If Little Phil was related to the family it could be through either of his parents and their
shared Sheridan ancestry. Proving it would require more information about Biddy
Casey’s father and his brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, as well as the General’s own
family. Civil War pictures of Philip Henry Sheridan do bear a family resemblance to
some of our Sheridans.

59 The Sheridan family was not present in the 1840 census in Somerset, Ohio, unless they
were living in a household not their own, where their names would not be listed.

619 Op. Cit., Sheridan, pages 11-12.

61" Ohio, County Death Records, 1840-2001, Perry County, Death records 1867 -1908,
vol. 1-3, page 102.

612 |bid. Vol 1-3 > image 288 of 411.
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Appendix 6. Some Documents and Pictures

Soul of

WHO DIED

A 1z O

In your charity Pray for the Repose of the

Patrick Brady,

Monday, July 6th, 1896.

AcEp 63 YEARS.

It is a holy and wholesome thought
to Fray for the Dead, that they may be
loosed from their sins.”— Machabees. 2

“We loved him in life, let us not for-
get him in death.”—ST. AMBROSE.

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy
on him !

O Sacred Heart of Mary, intercede
for him !

FPIRAY ER.

ABSOLVE, we beseech Thee, O Lord,
the soul of Thy servant, PATRICK, that
being dead to this world he may live to
Thee, and whatever sins he has committed
through human frailty, do Thou, of Thy

most merciful goodness forgive, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,

Let us weep for the dead rather as for
one absent than as for one lost; let us
look for him where he is, near the throne
of God."—S8T., |EROME.

““We have loved him, and let our af-
fection for him last until our prayers have
opened unto him the gates of Heaven,"”

May he rest in peace ! and
May perpetual light shine upon him ! |

|

[llustration 94: Patrick Brady (1833-1896) Prayer Card.

This Freeman’s
Journal article
may, or may
not, refer to the
Andrew Gerety
of our story.

costs, WEDNESDAY—SEDUCTION, 2 I
Andrew Gerity v. the Hon, Zhamas () Grady.

This was an action for the seduction of the plaintiffs
daunghter, and was st downo for hearing this moraing,
The jury was sworn, and Mr. Martyn was proceeding, on
the part of the plaintiff, to opea whe plradings, when &
communication was made by the defenduut's agent to Mr.
Martley, Q.C., plaintift's leading ¢ounsel, who immediately
after receiving it informed the court that it would not be

necessary teo trouble his lordship with the case, the pl-rtla

having come to an arrangement. The learned gen
suggested that as the jury had been sworn, the best co
to take was to withdraw a juror.

Judge Perrin—1s there to be a verdict ?

Mr. Martley—No, my lord.

Judge Perrin—Very wellk Gentlemen, you are dis-
charged.

The compromise (we heard) was effccted by Mr. O'Grady
paying a sum of 6Ol to Miss Gerity.

[lustration 95: Freeman’s Journal, May 18, 1844.
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Eu‘h /5: Tpecatd. : . '
A G 175 ala ‘oboctt M, _ ! N
._ /m RSN

Daxota Countv, Nemuss; -

MARRIAGE LICENSE. ]

STATE OF 1\11—:131%8}(;@,}5s
DAKOTA COUNTT,

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA,- |
To any Person Legally authorized to Solemnize Marringes, Greeting:

:[;I‘mi arg 'iﬁjtrellu illiltnrizcll &o join in the foly Fonds of ellatiimony, and fo Gelebrnts within ihi

i county dhe Hides andd e ies of ellandage bel [T — M_CQQMM_L_._.

and ol Pt ??(g?(_zém*./ ............................. whese ages, sesidence, %e., are as follows :

WAMES OF PARTIES

gamm C—J—»--u.-—;.._ Groom,
. Jz? Soccre iide,

. and this shalt bo yous good and sufficiend wanant, and you ave required do relun this Piconse do me wilhin dhree mondhs frem

ke clebabion of suce maviage, with dhs catfcade of ho same affhendad dhece, and signed by you, undes dhe vl of i
| fandred dollars. ;R‘é - .

y:
" dIn Wilness Rhereof, of have hareunto sof my hand and official seal

this P2 day ,;_Qyu‘% _____ o, . 1828
gzl

Probate Judge.

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

STATE OF NEBRASKA.
COUNTY OF DAKOTA. l”'

e H%vmmﬁmﬂ, {ﬁd photle Olierod acllocic in i hasd
—M—M'. o f‘f‘} /4 and ol pe  22f s, 45 o WM
ﬂ - ofldiiage by v, in freynoo-of — ! £l idivity .l ; . and

il st ,—? o . tesidirig d_&Qe‘ée.-_-__,d

vadivg of e, wifnewes firotend.of fho ceremony.
Jsmhmm:mf,gmmm.,wm B2y iRy

[llustration 96:' -M'arriage record, Mary Reilly and James Connor,
Dakota County, Nebraska, August 27, 1878.
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Huited States of ﬁmvic&.

MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT, ss. %

e it Wemenmtbered, That at o Dlstuct Cotut of the Umted States, at
Boston, within and for the Massachusetts District, on the e ,,/,, S e o - day of
U gl ewe ser 5672 in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty T

Personally appeared before the Clerk of said Court @1“2}1 ,_',g/,@ %%0{/5’
)

of L )C///: vl l‘l/}f// in said District, / r; b(gf < a.a.-..rr//)' ———

an Alien and a free white person; and, by his declaration in wntmg, on oath, set forth;, that he was

born at a“rz/«;//y, crt LHZ (""(*r{»-.ﬁ, /f u}/z/f» 2, P

on or about the 5-1; { l/ e m% tlnv of //ﬂ trtveeF rp~—> in the year
of our Lord cl.ghleen hundred and ’/r i / LR and is now about
vee A ler o 22 yenmofnge that he arsived at  * /- £ .

in the District of ¢ Fitt AL s x« "_ in the Umted States of America,
on or about the .)_;-/:r-f,"/.’//// o A dnyof ) L

in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and )/” / / A ; that it then was,
and still is, his bona fide intention to become a citizen of the United States of America, and to
renounce for ever all allegiance and fidelity to cver) Formgn Prm , State, I’ol:enmte‘ and Sove-
reignty whatsoever; more especially to ”/,/(.- it ,~oeeets s ?/f

/%,-//.J i )f//’ ar 1/1"//( f}/’//f.’(’(/é(‘c/ffwﬁ (’/’9 ) //(/d‘ (' ’

whose subject he has heretofore been. He therefore prayed, that his said Declaration and Intention
might become a record of said Court, agreeably to the laws in such case made and provided.

‘Whereupon the Declaration of the said ,(/2 /%»,w/’e’y ngﬁ
)

is admitted to become a record of said Court accordingly.

[llustration 97: Declaration of Intention to Become a Citizen of Patrick Reilly.
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[lustration 98: S. Patrick’'s Convent, Church, Rectory, and Parish Hall, Jackson,
Nebraska, circa 1894. The Omaha Daily Bee, July 15, 1906, page 25.

FARMERS ARE LUCKY FOLKS.

Thomas Sullivan Would Send Roose-
velt a Vote of Thanks.

That this year has heen o mighty
good one for farmers was declared by
Thomas Sullivan, of Jaekson, Neb., a
widely known farmer of Dakota coun-
ty, who was In 8loux City on business.

“Yon, sir, we farmers are n mighty
lucky lot just now,” Mr. Bullivan sald.
“Bverything a farmer has to sell is
bringing good prices. Our corn crop
{s about 85 or 90 per cont of a full
crop and it i{s bringing in about 30
per cent. more than did the corn crop
at this time a year ago."

Mr. Sullivan sald he was willing to
give President Roosevelt credit for
the favorable weather conditions,

“I don't think it would be out of or-
der,” sald the broad shouldered Ne-
braskan, “to send to the president a
written testimonial of our recognition
—n testimonial written in wheat and
corn.”"—S8loux City Journal,

[lustration 99: The Norfolk Weekly New

Journal, December 16, 1904, page 5.
Reference Thomas Qullivan, Jr. and
Theodore Roosevelt.
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NO RULE ON BATHING UIT§.

.
POLICE TO BHYT EYE ON ONE-
PIECE COBTUMES. -

BARE LEGS ARE PERMITTED

“Girls May Wear Anything Within
the Bounds of Decency,” Bays
Chiet Bhanley—~Consclence Only
Quide at Brown's Lake,

Bwellering June daym have sent ﬂtw-
mands scurrying to lakes mnd bathi
beachen, whers they may eecabo frm
the hital In Lhe cool ﬂlll‘l of nnr‘h:r
Summer resorts,

Bioux City Is amply nppllul with wa-
tering places, and In faw citles are (he
tregulations In regard fto nrlmlul cos-
tumes as liberal as here

Qirln may wear onl-puu nulin nt ail
the nearby bathlng bheaches, a freéedom
which §s nol aven allowed et Coney Is-
land, and which Is frowned upéen at many
Callfornia roaorts. . -

“CHrls may .wear anylhing I.'hnr want
to aa long a4 t.hez keap within the
houndas of decency Chlef of Police
Hhanley lleull.mn. “Wa are hot golng o
hn fuegy' about lengtha of costumes as
long a8 they are modest.”. TRy this the
chief. evidenlly Infers that “Soplember
Morna™ will ol ba inlerated, bhut (hat
the police wlll turn the eys the other
WLy a comely mald In a bathing
mult, minus akirt and sans hose, passes
their way. . -

[llustration 100: Soux City
Journal, Junel4, 1922, page
16.




NEW SOUTH WALES

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

REGISTRATION NUMRER

1365/ 001643

Date and place of marriage Mamesg and sumames of partles

Conjugal status Birthplace

MMJ% 8
ot
ﬂw;&m"

¥
’ ( %Muﬁﬁ

|

Bkt e

f

.; Marmied i e MJM &ﬁmﬂ Phrsssat

%mmw%f{% bty B L.

Father's occupation

&. f; A ﬁ’/ .
Corsnws Lottt

This Murriege was
wheinnizad betwean us

{

I"Usual pceupation Age Usual place of residence Father's name
mother's name and
maiden sumarme
A
—— = F/gn'h_:?.
%M ﬁdd-.u |
) |

: .ﬁfi""

Ta tlie grosence of us { _,j’ E e F/i ;..-__‘

e
By (or before) we { [’{ _g,'_._f% ,tf/: K %/Z Oficiating Ministar or Rogistrar.

Illustration 101: Marriage Certificate, Philip Sheridan and Emma Wastell, Berrima,

New South Wales, Australia, 1865.
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NEW SOUTH WALES REGISTRATION NUMBER

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995 1867 / 000391
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
Date and place of marﬂage Mames and surnames of parties Conjugal status Birthplace

37/ : /f’o';v .
| %"afwf |
-wmé«»{ faé—-e«.,a% e L
/A,/,,////meM "‘Qﬁﬂ'ﬁ

-

Usual occupation Age Usual place of residence Father's name Father's occupation

mother's name and

maiden surname
i L

I s o ,Z"MM,/W{

tot ) By B iy ey
fe g1
o 8. Yorvars| G Aot obtal:ed from

2| By i Gthens g

| =7 » o4 eputy e 310 Gonee,
m,'l : ME‘? 94
m z A & L1817
m“{ Boeei i hﬁm“'{é&%‘&m‘q

By (e bto) -me—h gt

[llustration 102: Marriage Certificate, Robert Joseph Sheridan and Annie Garvan,
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, 1867.
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Illustration 103: Postcard to Marjorie Sherldan from her grandfather Philip Sheridan.
1909.
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FORMER CITY -
TEACIER ES

Jane S}'mnley, 83, Was
Early Day Resident;
Rites Wednesday

Miss Jane Shanley, 83, early
day Sioux City resident and a
longtime teacher in the public
schools here, died Monday after
a brief illness at her home, 508
16th street.

Miss Shanley’s parents, the late
Mr. and Mrs. John Shanley came
to Sioux City in the 1860s. They
resided in a house overlooking
the Missouri river at a time when
residential and businéss districts
here: were built along the river

' The late James F. Shanley, for-
mer chief of police here, was one
of their family of seven children,
all of whom preceded Miss Shan-
ley in death. -k

Miss Shanley was born at Ran~’
dolph, Mass., September 22, 1864,
and ‘was educated in the Sioux|
City public schools. She was a
teacher here for more than §0
years. / ;

She retired about 15 years ago
and continued to live in the fam-!
|ily home, which she shared with
'Miss Clara Dineen.

Survivors include two nieces,
‘Miss Marie Mahoney and Mrs,
'Catharine Darden both of Sioux
City and a nephew, John Maloney
of Chicago, in addition to a’]
grandniece, Miss Betty Darden,
and grandnephews, Bill and Bud
Darden, all of whom share the
family home.

Miss Shanley was a member o
Cathedral of the Epiphany, the
Catholic Women's league and
Good Shepherd auxiliary and the
Cathedral Confraternity.

Funeral services will be held
at 10 a. m. Wednesday at the Ca-
thedral of the Epiphany. Rev. Jo-
‘'seph E. Tolan will sing the requim
high mass. The Larkin funeral
home has charge of arrangements.

The rosary will be said at T:30
o'clock this evening at the resi-
dence. i ‘ :

[llustration 104: Soux City
Journal, February 10, 1948.

JOURNAL: WEDNESDAY

DUST TO DUST. |

Funeral of the Late Lawrence Shanley—
Order of the Procession—Tiesolutions of
Nespect—John Brennan's Tribute—From
His Employer.

Sioux City did honor to herself in honor- I
ing the decensed Lawrcnee Shanley yester-

day. The funeral was the largest ever held
in the city, with the possible exceptions of
the Tunerals of Chas, Hedges and Judge Hub-
bard. The procession formed at the family
residence, corner of West Fourth and Bluff
stroets, at 0:30 &, m. and proceeded to St
Mary’s chiurch in the following order:

Northwestern Band.
Fire Engine Company.
Bcehieberl's Band.
Hook and Ladder Compuny.
Hearse and Pall Bearers.
Mourning Carriages.
Members City Government and Police Foree. |
Carriages of Citizens
Citizens on Foot. l
Near the church the members of the fire
company opened ranks and the procession of
carrlages, beaded by the bands plnying
dirges, moved on to the church. The chure:
itself was erowded, and hundreds of people!
¥ incd outside, ble to obtain admit-|
tance. After the requiem mass, Father Lene-
han delivered a besutiful fnneral addres:
citing the example of the dead ns worthy of
the imitation of the lividg, After the ser.
| vices In the church the procession moved.
away in the order in which it eame, only on,
the way to the Catholie egmetery the Fourth !
strect route was taken. Besides those on |
foot eighty-seven carrisges were counted |
passing o given point. AL the graye the im-+
pressive service of the Catholic chureh was |
read, and then the mourners and mourning .
citizens came away, leaving iu the eity of the |
dead one of the truest and best hearts that
ever hoat in this city of the ‘llvinﬁ'.
Lust cvening's Times contained from the
en of John Brennan a_few verses under the
ead of “The Dead Firemian,''that are go
true and beautiful that they are republished
liere:

What means_the toll of funeral bell
From out 8t. Mary's shrine,

And solemn sound of sad farewell
And firemen all in line

The funeral knell of gallant sou!
From earth to heaven 3

And manhood’s tear{ehed by the bier,
Of manly manhood dead.

Mid smoke and flame the summons came,
That thes to thy grave;
Midwinter scowled amid the flame,
But thou wert there 1o save.
And now, too soon, ere manhood's noon,
‘Thy martyr's crown is wou;
For man's a martyr who goes down
With face to duty done.|

. J,.n:g may the wroath its p&rlum breathe

Lol v the polloub Lo
v And lightly lay the virgi
Whiero honored aahes oot
o firgt to where manhood strove
Ti‘?o be the firet in 1:::51
8 BLIMMEr WIS sl rave abo
No braver heart than thi?m. e

Bince erucified, tha Man-God died;
Since Jude and Macabee

For brethren bravely, nobly tried
To teach men ts be frey,

By H Tiber, Tweed and Rhine,
r‘T\\nals faith and freedom’s plan

To Deify, in every clime,
The "“man who dies for man."

Hﬁnt?ng aro shed for those who grievo;

ee I will not
The gentle muses gid%'eu:;wu

lanrels o'er th
Death withers n‘:anhocill?.nmfu.nrim
B e
- 1
‘And honor peeds no teara |-
Hon,of the Celtic rage farewalk:,

[llustration 105: Soux Ci.ty

Journal, 1884.
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Buron de Tuvll, who is engaged to Mrs.
Beatiice Sheridan. is veputed to  have,
£70.000 4 venr. and ix  lhandsome and |
charming as well.  He has given Mrs. |
Sheridan’s two voung danghters a ear|
each, and given her one for lLersell also.
and is ulso giving her a cottage near Cob- |
ham. The wedding is to take place next
month. & year after the death of the first
Baroness. The poor lady died from eat-
ing oranges. In order to get thin, she ate
nothing else. After having become slim,
+he retnrned to an ordinary diet, and
quickly became fat. Massage and more
oranges wenk:ne:l hr: 80 thn‘t she dLed.

[llustration 106: Newcastle Morning Herald

and Miner’s Advocate, March 6, 1930. “a

Ilustration 107: Mrs. Beatrice

Garvan Sheridan. Photo by
Bernice Agar.

Baroness, Back From War
Zone, Had Narrow Escape

N Austradinn baek Trom e

wir gome, the Haroness e
Tuyll, farmerly Miss Heatvico
[hardetml of Syvdney, liss twice
bl T vaente her lipie e
Fore 1hitler's  homls,

The Bocaoees (iWedd b doe ol 1he
Jovelbesl aind el remistile nokes g
Hbakil, e Coalle Thefdmogs bt Borth
Brasant, fop eenbare sest of 47
Rarmn e Ty e Ty s

“Castle Chelitios . L exelllog  se-
Maclmplons withe  the  doye ol Ghe
HiigrnaF, mersmtlor. 1 'n'[m 1= W]
mhadnliaw e Iludennts  leoeninpe
Aot enesioal Lidws, Erangdttds ool
weiPs Al nb the frong doedr. have
rhnley whleh were sed o He b
bgiewes i Elpelng; THgenats, ™ el bhe (S
I]Ht':‘.thl'h_ we arrlved i Bydndy Inal 8§
wark,

Wiier, 1ildnr lended Hodlang, e @8
Basdliees . aua |IJl'H.|.|J.'_|.'r‘|_ Englund il §

P B eU o il w P, entape
ey e sal fr Neins. At W i "
B, Lwad Siarvey senldenee The Haromtss de Tuyil

Sl lid wei e whl armpieais mivks,
10w mtiblecl e fbghily wdv-iids, | 1 ote or the fote -of oo Baden felends,”
S LA U TR I DA ¥ I o o T R Fakd Lhe Bomifirss,

"Elner ke moenkiog we ke b The: Harlin dre Tyl n'.lpr'r'lr'd - 1
liigil & Alele pietr o openg ng o0l Himeey anazely,

[llustration 108: The Sun, Sydney, August 18, 1940, page 10.
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Illustration 109: Timothy and Mary
Conway Minogue, parents of Joseph
Minogue. Unidentified child. Late
1880s. Unverified photograph.

Joseph H. Minogue,

Joseph H. Minogue, of 717 Green-
wood avenue, died on Wednesday,
from pneumonia, after a brief {lIness
Mr. Minogue was born in Ithaeca, N. V.,
and had been a resident of I:Iln;k]_‘,'];
for twenty-two years. He was em-
ployved at the Amsterdam Opera House
in Manhattan. He ig survived by his
wife, Josephine Oates; two daughters,
Grace and Dorothy; two sisters, Mrs
Frederck R. Nicholas and Mrs, James
J. Burns, and a brother, John
Minogue. The funeral will be held on
Saturday morning, with a requiem
mass In the R, C, Church of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway and ISast Fourth street,
interment following in Holy Cross
Cemetery.,

[lustration 110: Joseph Minogue Obituary,
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, September 28, 1916,
page 17.

| OATES—GEORGE P. March 3,
|1949, Lieut. N. Y. Fire Dept., En-

igine Company No. 283, beloved

John Oates, 40 years of age, of 498 Hicks husband of Alice E. Grady Oates;
street, while intoxicatod this mornlng, fell on tho devoted father of Joseph R, N. Y.
sldewalk on Hicks street, near DeGraw, and re- F, D, John W. Willilam F., Alice
ceived an incised wound of tho forcheud. Ho was Haggerty and Mary Marion Oates;
atteaded by Ambulance Surgeon Manatou and brother of Mrs., Josephme Minogue.

taken to the Long Island College lospital.

Illustration 112: Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
February 8, 1888, page 6.

Solemn Requiem Mass Monday, 10
a.m., Immaculate Heart of Mary
R. C. Church, Ft. Hamilton Park-

iway and East 4th Street, Reposing
at his residence, 296 Sherman
Street. :

!Arrangements by Joseph G. Duffy.

John F. Oates died of degeneration of the [llustration 111: George P. Oates,

heart after collapsing on the street.

obituary, Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
March 5, 1883, page 5
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UNITED STATES OF AVEBRICA,

Massachusetts District, to wit : CITY QF BOSTON 18

WJ://M Z//"/’yﬂw /// /r/z/rﬂf
.--/-)}-/// A o //

and both citizens of said United Stnlcs, severally depose and say, that we have known

L /// s /“‘ ( /(- A the foregoing Pc"T;ﬁw

vears last past, during which time he has resided in said ) , o /7 ¢

and that he has resided within the State of Massachusctts one year at ienst; and has
conducted himself and behaved as o man of good moral character, attached to the prin-
ciples of the Constitution of the Unitod States, and well disposed to the good order and.

happiness of the same. / Uy /// e )//I }

'V‘(//Xd 22¢C 42,
ok ,79‘

L
I C //( td /’-‘" ( //? ¢ 4 ¢ do solemnly swear, that I do,absolutely

and entirely renounce and abjure all allegianee and fidelity to every foreign Prince,
Potentate, State, or Sovercignty whatsoever—particularly to TVictovia, Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Brituin and Ireland

whose subject I have heretofore been ; and that I will support the Constltutlon of the

United States of America—So help me God,  ~ .
U/A(L‘) /{(.lé-'f:'L’ (_42_"_’/ o

IS /
Mnited States of America. '

District of Massachusetts, to wit : 7
r /" 4
A'l' a Distriet Cdurt of the United Statcs, 2. ¢ co €77 holden at said Boston, on
the V” “ oo o dayof/ //g P ,/ . {e_¢ . inthe year
of our Lord 185 7, : . —day-of-
BI85 | the said / h f f"/h/r- o (’./( £ 1 was admitted to

become a citizen of the United States of America; and the Court ordered, that record

thereof be made accordingly.

ATTEST,

Clerk.

[lustration 113: Michael Cain Declaration for Citizenship, with
John Shanley as witness.
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Begister of Ft. Patrick's Church,

EERT anp WilLovoHsT AVES, ERookLTs, N Y.,
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Marviod by Ree.S C“ftﬁ/éﬂvﬁf

o revovefen’ ow e
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- S othis 2A o m..»;j

- ; # 3

ey _/.é(ﬁn o I NS

!-F“ fre.m;s'ﬁ.

»
|
=

J{?'r

Herder,
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IIIustratlon 114: Marriage certificate of Catherine Mullen and Patrick Davy.

MRS. MARY SHERIDAN DIVER, @}
vears old, of 13% Penn st., wife of the late pp—— v : o
John Diver, a wholesale dry-goods mers 19.];)_}"‘\,\_}"[?,;_;22.(][(1Prr;i;i.1..?;1 ',},?rl‘lngr';'
chant, who was for many yeark connected g S SEPREY, TANEn R, o . 3
with the firm of Brice & Johmson, died on 109 Martense st., retired patrolman,
Saturday at her home, Mrs. Diver was New \_nrk F.lice D_'Jp.an”,w,m,'
born in County Cavan, Ireland, She had father (?" Lieut. .‘\luttlw“ F. Rd\m’
been a resident of the Kastern District of Refective S ,‘1"]' Jr}sﬂ{h '\'“..:’,." Y.
Brooklyn for 45 years. and was an old mem- Henry A Z _’_“‘1“‘%!”" A., .I‘rs. n l”l,f‘m
ber of the R. C. Church of 8t. Vincent de Wren, A “’ “11'!13:11 P _Q'“]mll"':;'r;
Paul. She was the daughter of Johm and  Mrs. Robert B. Kind. 1‘}' g ofialh
Mary Tully Sheridan, and is survived by two a.m., _Ar'n' _1"" frr::_1.|‘ {:ls “:.:’ e jil'
sons, Bernard J.. and Lt. James C. Diver, dence; thence to “m_-' ‘rc?g‘.ﬂ. :ur: e
1, 8 A.; two daughters, Mrs, Walter J, where a YRGRIAIA Saa “l]',lm '..*‘]_H
Davy and Mrs. Thomas J. Butler, and a  10OF the repose of his soul. Relatives
vister. Mrs, Julla Farrell of Troy, N. Y. The and friends 11*.\_".'--|.l. Interment Holy
funeral will be held on Wedneaday morn- Cross Cemetery.

ing, with a requiem mas in the R. T, . . .
Church of the Transfiguration, Marey ave, IIIusIranon ]'1'6' Br00k|yn Dally Eagle'

a-mt Hooper st., and Interment In Calvary Aprll 14, 1924, page24 Michadl Davy,
Cemetery. brother of Patrick, obituary.

[llustration 115: Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
October 4, 1920, page 2.
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Captain Davey
Kills Himself;
Pelice Veteran

IDoclor, Delayrt;cl Reach- ‘
ing Scene, Finds No
Accldenl Evu#rnce

Capt. Mat {Dnvey one of
| the most ar ard finest appear-
' ing rs in the Police Depart-
lmﬁ who had had several com-
‘mands In Brooklyn, was found dead
with a bullet in his head lasL night

in bedroom of hic home al 2950
 Ocean Ave.

Police of the Sheepshead Bay sta-

tion listed the shooting as a suicide
|In_the first report.
. Later, after an investigation. the
‘official report was changed to read
H.hlt Captain Davey shot himself
‘accidentally through the right tem-
‘ple while cleaning his revolver,

A brush, a hottle of oil and sev-
ieral cartridges, police said, were’
found on the bed on which Captain '
, Davey's body lay.
| Chief Counsel Samuel Seaburv of
the city-wide investigation sald last
'night Davey has not figured in the
probe. [

Doctor in Delaytd |

Dr, Lilllan Seitsive of Coney |,
Island Hospital Leld reporters she |
had considerable difficulty locating |
the scene of the shooting, after re- ;'
sponding to the police alarm. A

First, she sald. she searched |
through the five-story apartment in |
which Captain and Mrs. Davey lived :
without being able to learn where‘
the shooting occurred.

Then, she sald, she telephoned ‘
Police Headquarters and was de-
layed another ten minutes. While
she was on the phone her ambu- I'
lance driver located the Davey'.
apartment,

The physician reported the bullet
had entered Davey's right temple '
and that powder marks indicated

I‘Ioale 'I‘-rll le l’uo 2

IIIustratlon 117: Brooklyn
Daily Eagle, September 27,
1931, page 1.
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Capi;in’Da—vev

{.nllmud from Page 1
| the revolver waa held vezy close to

Kills Himself

{ his head. The bullet went through '

the head and came out the left
temple.
Saw No Arcident Clues
Dr. Seitsive sald the Davey home

none of the reported evidence that
Davey was clcaning his revolver.
Mre. Davey, who reported the
* shooting, told police she was In ln
i adjoining room.
! Captain Davey, who was 48, jolned
‘the force in 1905. He was made a
! lleutenant by former Commissioner
‘l:nrllm whom he served as a con-
| fdential Investigator, and for sev-

| eral years was in the detective divi-!

sions in Brooklyn and Manhattan.
' After rerving for several months
l“ acting captain In charge of
plainclothesmen under Inspector
| Thomas . McDonald at Brooklyn
headquarters, Davey was made a
|f||ll captain and assigned to the
newl; created Borough Park station
"In Brooklyn.

He was transferred last June Lo
lcnmmand the Oak Bt station
Manhattan,

I
I

was [illed with policemen by the'
time she arrived. She sald she saw

|

[llustration 118: Brooklyn Daily

Eagle, page 2.

NEW YORK POLICE CAPTAIN
KILLED BY OWN BULLET

By International News Service.

NEW YORK, Sept. 6. —Police
Capt. Matthew Dawey, 45, of New
York accidentally shot and killed
himself in his Brooklyn apartment
tonight, according to police.

He was cleaning his service re-
volver in the bedroom, according to
the police report, when the revolver
was accidentally discharged, a bul-
let piercing the right side of his
head.

[llustration 119: Syracuse

American, September 27, pg 1.




“GOP" A SUIGIDE IN
BEDFORD AVE. SALOON

Welking into a side room n the
saloon of Allen A. Gerlath, at ®
Bedford avenue. at 8:435 o'clock last

night. Policeman Thomas A
Davey, atiacheid 1o the Greenw
sireet ztation, Manhatian, shot him-
#elf In the rght temple dilng n-
stantly.

Davey had been on dutr all and
and was on his way home L1
Prospect place. Just lLeforr
knocked at the door of the =
and requested admittance he b
farewell 10 seversl companions, call
ing to them cheerfully. Dmvey Was
unmarried. and was appointed to the

ek
atthew . wiso = a policeman,
atlached to the Feurth avenus fin-
tien in South Brooklyn Another
brother is a clerk In District Attorney
Cropaey's ofMice,

[llustration 120: The Daily Standard
Union, February 9, 1914.

he

io 1906, Hi= brofher —

DAVEY NOT A SUICIDE.

Coroner’s Jury ¥inds Policeman’s
Death Was Accidental,

A Coroner's jury has found that Police-
man Thomaes J. A. Davev nf the Green-
wich street station, who was found dead.
[with a bullet wound in his right temple.
fn the rear room of a saloon at 978 Bed-
tord avepue, last Bunday night, did not
commit sulcide, as was reported.

After an investigation Ly Dr. Wagner,
Coraner’'s physiclan, It developed that
Davey's death was accidental, His revol-
ver dropped out of his pocket, the
hammer striking the floor and exploding
one of the cartridges.

[llustration 121: Broéklyn Daily Eagle,
February 15, 1914, page 4.

Both Matthew Davy and Thomas Davy were nephews of Catherine Mullen Davy,

and her husband Patrick Davy.
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| 108
Gmuuty Gﬁmtufgilgn ﬁnutg e

A DISCHARGED SOLDIER,
%Ma%mﬂf&bwmm&mtf ¥
Congre, paasd fuly 1, e,

S’tatc of Hew-Hork, }

County of Kings,

of the CIt}F of Brooklyn, heing duly sworn, says, that he is well wqumntsd with the
above named spplicant, and that the said applicant has resided within the United
States for the continued term of one year at least immediately preceding this appli-
~ cation; and that during that time he has hehaved as » man of good moral character,
attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United Stntea, and well-disposed

to the guod order and happiness of the same, %’/w‘ﬂ ﬁ '
Swern n cpen Court, this Jay i
p ﬁ o W ........................................................................................
W CE Gy,

State of @ew-%nrk, }”

County of Kings,

T G

of the City of Brooklyn, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Copsjitution of the
United States; and that I do absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance
and fidelity to any foreign Prifice, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever; and par-
ticularly to the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

of whom I was hefore a subject ; that I enlisted in,the Military Service of the United
States, have heen honerably discharged therefrom, have resided therein over one year,
and am now over 21 years old.

Mnmm%wﬁu . I T ”

Tuenecron it in ordered by the Court, that the said %‘” &3 M
aidl ls hareby admitted o Q@iblen of the United States
BY TiE 0OURT, % / %

[llustration 122: Thomas Mullen, Oath of”Citi.z_énship, Obtobér 25,
1867, Kings County Court, New York.
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GENERAL AFFILAYIT.
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[lustration 123: Affidavit of Catherine Mullen Davy regarding her birth, immigration,
and other family members. Application for widow's pension of a Civil War veteran.
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[llustration 124: Canon Francis Kelly, Pastor of . Mary’s Church,
Granard, Ireland, Diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnois. Priest,
administrator, historian, gentleman and scholar. © 2008
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Catherine Masterson and Unknown Sheridan

Husband: Sheridan, Unknown (Probably James, Bryan, or Thomas)

Birth Ireland
Death Ireland
Father
Mother

Marriage:
Marriage estimated about 1790 Ireland
Wife: Masterson, Catherine

Birth about 1770 Ireland
Death between 1850-06-08 and 1853-01-01 Lick Creek, Boone County, Virginia,

USA

Father

Mother

Children

M Sheridan, Bryan

Birth 1791 Ireland

Burial 1841-02-12 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Spouse Hynes, Honora

Marriage estimated before 1829 Ireland
2M Sheridan, James
Birth about 1793 Ireland
Death 1859-02-02 Lick Creek, Boone County, Virginia,

USA

3F Sheridan, Mary

Birth between 1795 and 1802 Ireland
Death before 1870

Spouse Shanley, Lawrence

Marriage about 1822 ‘ Ireland
Spouse Reilly, Myles

Marriage about 1828 ‘ Ireland
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aM Sheridan, John
Birth 1800 Ireland
Death between 1860 and 1876 Missouri, USA
Spouse Brill, Sarah
Marriage 1846-08-20 Roanoke County, Virginia, USA
5M Sheridan, Thomas
Birth between 1800 and 1809 Ireland
Death
Spouse Reilly, Anne
Marriage estimated 1831-11-27 Granard Parish, County Longford,
Ireland
6F Sheridan, Catherine
Birth 1810 Ireland
Death 1857-02-23 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Spouse Mullen, Thomas
Marriage estimated about 1836 Ireland
7F Sheridan, Bridget

Birth 1815-06-11 County Longford, Ireland

Death 1900-10-05 Cobb, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA

Spouse Casey, John Patrick Sr.

Marriage Spring 1846 County Longford, Ireland
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Bryan Sheridan and Honora Hynes

Husband: Sheridan, Bryan

Birth 1791 Ireland

Burial 1841-02-12 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Father Sheridan, Unknown

Mother Masterson, Catherine

Marriage:

Marriage estimated before 1829 Ireland

Wife: Hynes, Honora

Birth about 1805 County Meath, Ireland

Death 1862-03-17 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Father Hynes, Unknown

Mother Unknown, Bridget

Children

1M Sheridan, Bernard Kevin

Birth about 1830

Ireland

Death 1895-09-17

San Francisco, San Francisco County,
California, USA

2M Sheridan, Thomas J.

Birth 1833-07-07
Death 1894-09-11

Ireland

Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey,
USA

3M Sheridan, Philip

Birth 1835-02-17 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Death 1910-01-15 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Spouse Wastell, Emma

Marriage 1865-11-20 Berrima, New South Wales, Australia

aM Sheridan, Robert Joseph

Birth 1837-07-17

Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland
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‘ Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

Death 1896-09-13
Spouse Garvan, Annie
Marriage 1867-05-02

‘ Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

SF

6F

Sheridan, Honora

Birth 1840-09

Death
Sheridan, Bridget

Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Birth

Death
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John Sheridan and Catherine Brill

Husband: Sheridan, John

Birth 1800 Ireland
Death between 1860 and 1876 Missouri, USA
Father Sheridan, Unknown
Mother Masterson, Catherine
Marriage:
Marriage 1846-08-20 Roanoke County, Virginia, USA

Wife: Brill, Sarah

Birth 1814-05-09 Virginia, USA

Death 1897-10-28 Iron County, Missouri, USA
Father

Mother Brill, Catherine

Children

1M Sheridan, John

Birth

about 1849

Boone County, Virginia, USA

Death

between 1850 and 1853

Boone County, Virginia, USA

2F Sheridan, Sarah Catherine

Birth 1851-01-06 Boone County, Virginia, USA
Death 1936-12-23 Missouri, USA

Spouse Breitenstein, Joseph

Marriage about 1877 Missouri, USA
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Mary Sheridan and Lawrence Shanley

Husband: Shanley, Lawrence

Birth about 1801 Ireland
Death 1824-01-12 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Father
Mother

Marriage:
Marriage about 1822 Ireland
Wife: Sheridan, Mary
Birth between 1795 and 1802 Ireland
Death before 1870
Father Sheridan, Unknown
Mother Masterson, Catherine

Children

M Shanley, John

Birth 1824-03-17 County Longford, Ireland

Death 1893-07-18 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA

Spouse Reilly, Mary

Marriage ‘ Ireland

Spouse Reahl, Elizabeth

Marriage 1857-01-31 Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,

USA
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Mary Sheridan and Myles Reilly

Husband: Reilly, Myles

Birth 1796 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland
Death about 1880 Nebraska, USA
Father Reilly, Thomas
Mother Armstrong, Ann
Marriage 2:
Marriage 2 about 1828 Ireland
Wife: Sheridan, Mary
Birth between 1795 and 1802 Ireland
Death before 1870
Father Sheridan, Unknown
Mother Masterson, Catherine
Children
1F Reilly, Mary
Birth about 1829 Ireland
Death about 1886 Nebraska, USA
Spouse Unknown
Spouse Green
Spouse Connor, James
Marriage 1878-08-27 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

2M Reilly, Patrick

Birth 1831-11-18 Ardagh, County Longford, Ireland

Death 1903-06-25 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Spouse Sullivan, Catherine

Marriage 1853-05-15 Quincy, Norfolk County, Massachusetts,

3F Reilly, Bridget
Birth 1834-01-08

Death 1910-03-01

USA

Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
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Spouse Brady, Patrick
Marriage about 1865 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
aM Reilly, Thomas
Birth 1836-02 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland
Death 1879-04-01 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA
Spouse Cogan, Bridget Christina
Marriage 1870-11
5F Reilly, Catherine
Birth 1837-10 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland
Death 1909-03-20 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Spouse Malone, Thomas
Marriage about 1865 New York, New York, USA
6M Reilly, Bryan
Birth 1841-01 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland
Death 1862-06-06 Stoughton, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA
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Thomas Sheridan and Anne Reilly

Husband: Sheridan, Thomas
Birth between 1800 and 1809 Ireland
Death
Father Sheridan, Unknown
Mother Masterson, Catherine
Marriage:
Marriage estimated 1831-11-27 Granard Parish, County Longford,
Ireland
Wife: Reilly, Anne
Birth Ireland
Death
Father
Mother
Children
1F Sheridan, Margaret
Birth about 1834 Ireland
Death 1899-12-18 Manhattan, New York City, New York,

USA

2F Sheridan, Bridget

Birth about 1837 Ireland

Death 1883-09-17 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

Spouse Fitzsimmons, James

Marriage estimated before 1860 ‘

3F Sheridan, Mary

Birth 1848-06 Treland

Death 1905-12-17 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Oates, Michael J.

Marriage about 1868 ‘

4F Sheridan, Anne

Birth

about 1847

‘ Ireland



Death 1894-05-15 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
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Catherine Sheridan and Thomas Mullen

Husband: Mullen, Thomas

Birth between 1803-06-15 and 1804-07-08 Ireland
Death 1861-07-08 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father
Mother
Marriage:
Marriage estimated about 1836 Ireland

Wife: Sheridan, Catherine

Birth 1810 Ireland
Death 1857-02-23 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father Sheridan, Unknown
Mother Masterson, Catherine
Children

1M Mullen, Michael

Birth about 1837 Ireland

Death United States of America

2F Mullen, Catherine

Birth 1840-12 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Death 1922-03-31 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Davy, Patrick

Marriage 1865-07-27 Saint Patrick’s Church, Brooklyn, Kings

County, New York, USA

3M Mullen, Thomas

Birth 1844-12 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland
Death 1886-08-03 Flatbush, Kings County, New York, USA

4F Mullen, Margaret
Birth about 1845 Ireland
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Death

before 1896

New York, New York, USA

5F Mullen, Ann
Birth about 1847 Ireland
Death 1906-04-13 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Spouse Sheil, Edward
Marriage 1881-11-05 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
6F Mullen, Mary
Birth 1848-04 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland
Death after 1906 United States of America
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Bridget Sheridan and John P. Casey, Sr.

Husband: Casey, John Patrick Sr.

Birth estimated 1812-05-06 Ireland

Death 1897-06-16 Peytona, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA

Father Casey, Nicholas

Mother Unknown, Ann

Marriage:

Marriage Spring 1846 County Longford, Ireland

Wife: Sheridan, Bridget

Birth 1815-06-11 County Longford, Ireland

Death 1900-10-05 Cobb, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA

Father Sheridan, Unknown

Mother Masterson, Catherine

Children

1F Casey, Sarah Ann

Birth 1847-01-19 Ireland

Death estimated 1898-02-08 West Virginia, USA

Spouse Mannix, Patrick

Marriage 1865-05-15 Kanawha County, West Virginia, USA

2M Casey, Nicholas

Birth

1848-03-14

Ireland

Death

1922-10-17

West Virginia, USA

3M Casey, Patrick

Birth

estimated 1849-10-15

Ireland

Death

estimated 1850-09-12

Peytona, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA

4F Casey, Mary Catherine

Birth

1852-12-05

Peytona, Boone County, Virginia, USA

Death

1930-09-08

Nitro, Pocatalico District, Putnam
County, WV USA
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5M

6M

7F

8F

Casey, John Patrick Jr.

Birth

Death

Spouse

Marriage

Casey, James B.

1854-04-13

1937-02-11

Lamb, Rose M.
1891-09-23

Lick Creek, Boone County, Virginia,
USA

Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA

Montgomery, Fayette and Kanawha
Counties, West Virginia, USA

Birth

1856-09-05

Peytona, Boone County, Virginia, USA

Death

Casey, Margaret

Birth
Death

Casey, Matilda

1935-08-17

1858-08-15
estimated 1884

St. Francis Hospital, Charleston, West
Virginia USA

Peytona, Boone County, Virginia, USA
West Virginia USA

Birth

estimated 1861-04-15

Peytona, Boone County, Virginia, USA

Death

1936-08-17

St. Francis Hospital, Charleston, West
Virginia USA
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Thomas J. Sheridan

Husband: Sheridan, Thomas J.

Birth
Death

1833-07-07
1894-09-11

Ireland

Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey,
USA

Father

Sheridan, Bryan

Mother

Hynes, Honora

Marriage:

Marriage

Wife:

Birth
Death
Father
Mother

Children

1F Sheridan, Unknown Female

Birth

about 1862

New York, New York, USA

Death

before 1897

2M Sheridan, Thomas J.

Birth
Death

about 1871
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Philip Sheridan and Emma Wastell

Husband: Sheridan, Philip

Birth 1834-02-17 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland

Death 1910-01-15 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Father Sheridan, Bryan

Mother Hynes, Honora

Marriage:
Marriage 1865-11-20 Berrima, New South Wales, Australia

Wife: Wastell, Emma

Birth 1840-03-16 River Row, Brompton, Chatham, Kent,
England
Death 1925-05-04 Coogee, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Father Wastell, Richard
Mother Wallace, Elizabeth
Children

1F Sheridan, Emma Mary

Birth 1866-03-06 Campbelltown, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1943-06-26 Dulwich Hill, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Spouse McShane, Augustine Timothy

Marriage 1889-12-28 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia

2F Sheridan, Sarah May

Birth

1867-09-25

Singleton, New South Wales, Australia

Death

1951-07-14

Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

3F Sheridan, Edith Maud

Birth

1869-03-04

Singleton, New South Wales, Australia

Death

1951-09-24

Coogee, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

aM Sheridan, Richard Hynes

Birth

1870-10-22

Petersham, New South Wales, Australia
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Death 1947-08-07 ‘ Kempsey, New South Wales, Australia
Spouse Baldwin, Mabel Alice
Marriage 1897-04-06 ‘ Wyalong, New South Wales, Australia
Spouse Clarke, Miriam Margaret
Marriage 1909-01-13 ‘ Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Spouse Warren, Mildred Chlorinda
Marriage 1944-04-17 ‘ Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
5F Sheridan, Annie Theresa
Birth about 1872 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1963-11-08 Hawthorne, Victoria, Australia
Spouse Waite, Sylvester Joseph
Marriage 1899-05-30 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
6M Sheridan, George
Birth 1874-04-23 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1876-05-25 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
™ Sheridan, Percival Joseph
Birth 1876-05-07 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Death 1926-07-23 Queensland, Australia
Spouse Lane, Evelyn Irene
Marriage 1900-10-02 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
8M Sheridan, Thomas Vincent
Birth 1878-01-02 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Death 1958-07-09 Cronulla, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Spouse Steward, Gertrude Alice
Marriage 1907-05-10 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia
9F Sheridan, Gertrude Mary

Birth

Death

1879-02-28

1946-07-02

Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Coogee, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
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10F  Sheridan, Ethel Marie

Birth 1887-04-11 Summer Hill, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1970-05-28 Randwick, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
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Robert Joseph Sheridan and Annie Garvan

Husband: Sheridan, Robert Joseph

Birth 1837-07-17 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland
Death 1896-09-13 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Father Sheridan, Bryan
Mother Hynes, Honora
Marriage:
Marriage 1867-05-02 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

Wife: Garvan, Annie

Birth about 1841 County Limerick, Ireland
Death 1917-04-24 St. Leonards, New South Wales,
Australia

Father Garvan, Denis Bourke

Mother Culhane, Annie

Children

M Sheridan, John Patrick Garvan
Birth about 1868 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1938-09-05 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Spouse Hordern, Beatrice Maud

2M Sheridan, Robert Joseph
Birth about 1870 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1928-05-19 North Sydney, New South Wales,

Australia

Spouse McMackin, Mary

3M Sheridan, Denis Bernard Garvan
Birth 1873 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1922-06-27 Chatswood, New South Wales, Australia
Spouse Dimond, Florence Catherine

4F Sheridan, Mary
Birth 1874 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1876 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
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5F Sheridan, Annie A.
Birth 1878 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1972-06-07 Ryde, New South Wales, Australia
6F Sheridan, Elizabeth Christina

Birth 1881
Death 1957-06-23

Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

North Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
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Sarah Catherine Sheridan and Joseph Breitenstein

Husband: Breitenstein, Joseph

Birth 1847-02-22 Switzerland
Death 1903-08-19 Missouri, USA
Father
Mother

Marriage:
Marriage about 1877 Missouri, USA

Wife: Sheridan, Sarah Catherine

Birth 1851-01-06 Boone County, Virginia, USA
Death 1936-12-23 Missouri, USA
Father Sheridan, John
Mother Brill, Sarah
Children
1M Breitenstein, Joseph William
Birth 1879-09-11 Belleview, Iron County, Missouri, USA
Death 1947-02-19 Manchester, St. Louis County, Missouri,
USA
2M Breitenstein, John
Birth 1881-05-25 Bellview, Iron County, Missouri, USA
Death 1947-04-14 Bellview, Iron County, Missouri, USA
Spouse McColl, Nellie
Marriage 1913-07-05
3M Breitenstein, Alfred
Birth 1883-08-24 Bellview, Iron County, Missouri, USA
Death 1945-12-31 Bellview, Iron County, Missouri, USA
4F Breitenstein, Anna
Birth 1886-04
Death 1951-06-18 Edwardsville, Madison County, Illinois,
USA
Spouse Clinton, William P.
Marriage 1913-12-31
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5M

Breitenstein, Jasper C.

Birth 1889-05-19
Death 1967-06 St. Louis, Missouri, USA
Spouse Fleming, Ethel Lester

6F

Breitenstein, Lucy

Birth
Death
Spouse

Marriage

1892-08-11
1973-01
Stevens, Otis Brown

1910-06-12

Banner, Iron County, Missouri, USA
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John Shanley and Mary Reilly

Husband: Shanley, John

Birth 1824-03-17 County Longford, Ireland
Death 1893-07-18 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
Father Shanley, Lawrence
Mother Sheridan, Mary
Marriage:
Marriage 1 Ireland
Wife: Reilly, Mary
Birth about 1830 Ireland
Death 1852-11-30 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Father
Mother
Children

1F Shanley, Mary

Birth 1849-12-24 Putnam County, New York, USA

Death 1921-07-28 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse O’Hara, William
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John Shanley and Elizabeth Reahl

Husband: Shanley, John

Birth 1824-03-17 County Longford, Ireland
Death 1893-07-18 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
Father Shanley, Lawrence
Mother Sheridan, Mary
Marriage:
Marriage 1857-01-31 Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,

USA

Wife: Reahl, Elizabeth

Birth 1833-09 Ireland
Death 1920-02-11 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
Father Reahl, James
Mother
Children

1M Shanley, Lawrence Thomas

Birth 1857-12-20

Death 1884-05-25

2M Shanley, James Francis

Stoughton, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA

Birth 1859-03-19 Stoughton, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1928-06-23 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,

USA

3F Shanley, Eliza Ann

Birth 1860-04-23 Stoughton, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death 1922-01-29 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA

Spouse Mahoney, James V.

Marriage 1889-02-25 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,

USA
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4F Shanley, Catherine
Birth 1862-03-21 Stoughton, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1878 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
5F Shanley, Sarah Jane
Birth 1864-09-22 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1948-02-09 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
6F Shanley, Anna Louisa
Birth 1868-06-22 Massachusetts, USA
Death 1907-02-22 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
Spouse O’Donnell, Bernard M.
Marriage 1894-06-22 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
™ Shanley, John E.
Birth about 1870-07
Death 1878 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
8F Shanley, Unknown

Birth
Death

about 1876

Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa,
USA
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Mary Reilly and James Connor

Husband: Connor, James

Birth about 1823 County Wicklow, Ireland
Death after 1893 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Father Connor, R.
Mother Brannan, Jane
Marriage 3:
Marriage St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

1878-08-27

Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

Wife: Reilly, Mary

Birth about 1829 Ireland
Death about 1886 Nebraska, USA
Father Reilly, Myles
Mother Sheridan, Mary
Marriage 2:
Marriage

Husband: Green, Unknown

Birth

Death
Father

Mother

Marriage 1:

Marriage

Husband: Unknown
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Patrick Reilly and Catherine Sullivan

Husband: Reilly, Patrick
Birth 1831-11-18 Ardagh, County Longford, Ireland
Death 1903-06-25 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Father Reilly, Myles
Mother Sheridan, Mary

Marriage:
Marriage 1853-05-15 Quincy, Norfolk County, Massachusetts,

USA

Wife: Sullivan, Catherine

Birth 1833-06 Ireland
Death 1910-01-13 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Father Sullivan, Thomas
Mother , Ellen
Children
1M Reilly, Miles Thomas
Birth 1854-02-22 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1921
2M Reilly, William
Birth about 1857 Massachusetts, USA
Death
3M Reilly, John
Birth about 1858 Nebraska, USA
Death
4F Reilly, Mary
Birth about 1863 Nebraska, USA
Death
Spouse McBride, J. J.
5F Reilly, Catherine
Birth 1864-05-05 Hubbard, Dakota County, Nebraska,
USA
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Death 1943-08-07 Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio,
USA

Spouse Casey, Thomas
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Bridget Reilly and Patrick Brady

Husband: Brady, Patrick

Birth about 1833 Clonbroney, County Longford, Ireland

Death 1896-07-06 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father Brady, Paddy

Mother Dolan, Kitty

Marriage:

Marriage about 1865 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,

USA

Wife: Reilly, Bridget

Birth 1834-01-08 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland

Death 1910-03-01 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father Reilly, Myles

Mother Sheridan, Mary
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Thomas Reilly and Christina Cogan

Husband: Reilly, Thomas

Birth 1836-02 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland

Death 1879-04-01 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

Father Reilly, Myles

Mother Sheridan, Mary

Marriage:
Marriage 1870-11

Wife: Cogan, Bridget Christina

Birth 1846-05-10 Ireland
Death 1919-11-03 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father Cogan, Thomas
Mother Connell, Catherine
Children

1F Reilly, Mary F.

Birth 1871 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

Death 1894-04-21 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

Spouse Scott, William

Marriage 1888

2F Reilly, Annie

Birth 1873-08 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

Death

Spouse Adams, Unknown

3M Reilly, Thomas J.

Birth 1874-07-29 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA
Death 1887-09-06 Manhattan, New York City, New York,

USA
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4F

Reilly, Catherine B.

Birth

Death

1877-07

after 1915

Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA
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Catherine Reilly and Thomas Malone

Husband: Malone, Thomas

Birth

Death before 1870
Father

Mother

Marriage:

Marriage about 1865 New York, New York, USA

Wife: Reilly, Catherine

Birth 1837-10 Ardagh-Moydow Parish, County
Longford, Ireland

Death 1909-03-20 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father Reilly, Myles

Mother Sheridan, Mary

Children

1F Malone, Mary

Birth about 1866
Death 1943-05-19 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA
2M Malone, Thomas
Birth about 1868
Death 1935-08-25 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
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Bridget Sheridan and James Fitzsimmons

Husband: Fitzsimmons, James

Birth about 1835 Ireland
Death 1907-06-06 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA
Father Fitzsimmons, Thomas
Mother , Ann
Marriage:
Marriage estimated before 1860

Wife: Sheridan, Bridget

Birth about 1837 Ireland
Death 1883-09-17 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA
Father Sheridan, Thomas
Mother Reilly, Anne
Children

1M Fitzsimmons, Robert John

Birth 1861-01 New York, New York, USA

Death estimated 1928-08-01 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

Spouse O’Neil, Mary Anne

Marriage 1885-01-26 Manhattan, New York City, New York,

USA

2M Fitzsimmons, Richard Michael

Birth

about 1863

New York, New York, USA

Death

1885-04-27

Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

3M Fitzsimmons, John Charles

Birth
Death

about 1867
1908-05-21

New York, New York, USA

Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

4M Fitzsimmons, James

Birth

about 1874

New York, New York, USA




Death 1911-02-25 Manhattan, New York City, New York,
USA

309



Mary Sheridan and Michael J. Oates

Husband: Oates, Michael J.

Birth about 1829 Pennsylvania, USA
Death 1883-01-05 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father
Mother Oates, Ann
Marriage:
Marriage about 1868

Wife: Sheridan, Mary

Birth 1848-06 Ireland

Death 1905-12-17 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father Sheridan, Thomas

Mother Reilly, Anne

Children

1M Oates, James C.

Birth 1869-01-05 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1938-03-09 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Sullivan, Sarah

Marriage between 1910 and 1920

2F Oates, Ann

Birth 1871-01-07 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1930-08-31 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Knippler, Adolph

3M Oates, Charles

Birth 1873-05-12 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1877-07-14 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,

USA
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4F

Oates, Margaret

Birth 1875

Death 1877-07-19

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

5F Oates, Catherine
Birth 1878-01-07 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1878-01-15 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
6M Oates, George Peter
Birth about 1879 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1949-03-03 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Spouse O’Grady, Alice E.
Marriage 1908-09-08 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
7F Oates, Josephine

Birth 1882-10 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1956-11

Spouse Minogue, Joseph Horton

Marriage 1902-01-05
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Michael J. Oates and Catherine Matson

Husband: Oates, Michael J.

Birth about 1829 Pennsylvania, USA
Death 1883-01-05 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father
Mother Oates, Ann
Marriage:
Marriage 1 about 1854

Wife: Matson, Catherine

Birth about 1836 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1863-08-25 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father

Mother

Children

1M Oates, Thomas W.

Birth 1855-05 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death
2M Oates, John F.
Birth about 1856 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1888-02-10 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
3F Oates, Mary E.
Birth about 1858 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death
4M Oates, Michael J.
Birth about 1860 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death
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Catherine Mullen and Patrick Davy

Husband: Davy, Patrick

Birth 1837-06-15 Cashilcawley, County Sligo, Ireland
Death 1917-05-02 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father Davy, John
Mother Killcerley, Aleta
Marriage:
Marriage 1865-07-27 Saint Patrick’s Church, Brooklyn, Kings

County, New York, USA

Wife: Mullen, Catherine

Birth 1840-12 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland
Death 1922-03-31 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father Mullen, Thomas
Mother Sheridan, Catherine
Children

M Davy, Thomas
Birth 1866-04-13

Death 1887-03-29

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

2F Davy, Catherine

Birth 1868-01-15 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1943-09-23 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,

3M Davy, John F.

USA

Birth 1869-09-26 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1917-11-26 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Reynolds, Mary P.

Marriage 1895-03-03

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,




USA

4M Davy, James
Birth 1871-10-19 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death after 1915-04-08
5M Davy, Edward
Birth 1873-03-27 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1873-08-16 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
6M Davy, Joseph P.
Birth 1874-05-16 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1891-11-20 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
TF Davy, Annie
Birth 1875-12-13 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1907-02-07 Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida
Spouse Salzmann, Max John
Marriage 1905-09-05 Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida
8F Davy, Hattie
Birth 1877-07-11 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1881-07-10 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
o9M Davy, William T.
Birth 1878-12-27 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1917-06-11 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
10M Davy, Walter Joseph

Birth 1881-02-26 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1960 New York, New York, USA

Spouse Diver, Mary A
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Annie Mullen and Edward Sheil

Husband: Sheil, Edward

Birth about 1835 Ireland

Death 1892-10-12 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father

Mother

Marriage:

Marriage 2 1881-11-05 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,

USA

Wife: Mullen, Ann

Birth about 1847 Ireland

Death 1906-04-13 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Father Mullen, Thomas

Mother Sheridan, Catherine
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Sarah Ann Casey and Patrick Mannix

Husband: Mannix, Patrick

Birth 1836 County Clare, Ireland
Death 1911-09-23 National Military Home, Montgomery
County, Ohio, USA
Father Mannix, Thomas
Mother Higgins, Catherine
Marriage:
Marriage 1865-05-15 Kanawha County, West Virginia, USA

Wife: Casey, Sarah Ann

Birth 1847-01-19 Ireland
Death estimated 1898-02-08 West Virginia, USA
Father Casey, John Patrick Sr.
Mother Sheridan, Bridget
Children
1F Mannix, Catherine
Birth 1866-12-17 Cabin Creek, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
Death 1960-12-31
2F Mannix, Mary Ann
Birth 1868-07-07 Lick Creek, Boone County, Virginia,
USA
Death estimated 1871
3M Mannix, John F.
Birth 1870-05 Horse Creek, Boone County, West
Virginia, USA
Death estimated 1896
4F Mannix, Margaret L.
Birth 1872-05-12 Big Coal, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA
Death estimated 1898
5M Mannix, Nicholas C.

Birth

1874-03-30

White Oak, Boone County, West

316



Virginia, USA

Death 1900-02-12

Hinton, Summers County, West Virginia,
USA

6M Mannix, James A.
Birth 1877-04-08 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1962-01-14 Spencer, Roane County, West Virginia,
USA
™ Mannix, Patrick S. (H.)
Birth 1878-09-10 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1967-10-10 Saint Albans, West Virginia, USA
Spouse McKenzie, Agnes Ann
Marriage 1905-09-21 Montgomery, Fayette and Kanawha
Counties, West Virginia, USA
8F Mannix, Bridget Cecilia
Birth 1883-05 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1961-01-09
Spouse Fox, Earl David
Marriage 1906-06-19 Summers County, West Virginia, USA
o9M Mannix, Joseph Maurice
Birth 1885-02 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1965-11-04 Washington, District of Columbia, USA
Spouse Fitzpatrick, Margaret T.
Marriage 1914-11-25 Summers County, West Virginia, USA
10F  Mannix, Rosa
Birth 1886-08-19 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1887-10-01 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
11F  Mannix, Gertrude

Birth 1889-12-01 Boone County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1981-08-14

Spouse Neely, William Clyde

Marriage 1910-06-28 Summers County, West Virginia, USA
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John Patrick Casey, Jr. and Rose M. Lamb

Husband: Casey, John Patrick Jr.

Birth 1854-04-13 Lick Creek, Boone County, Virginia,
USA

Death 1937-02-11 Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA

Father Casey, John Patrick Sr.

Mother Sheridan, Bridget

Marriage:
Marriage 1891-09-23 Montgomery, Fayette and Kanawha

Counties, West Virginia, USA

Wife: Lamb, Rose M.

Birth 1867-04-15 Campbell’s Creek, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, USA
Death 1953-10-15 Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
Father Lamb, Edward
Mother Monaghan, Mary
Children

1M Casey, John Edward Sr.

Birth 1892-09-12 Winifrede, Cabin Creek District,
Kanawha County, West Virginia, USA

Death 1974-02-14 Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA

Spouse Selbe, Faye Elizabeth

Marriage 1920-05-12 Sacred Heart Church, Charleston,

Kanawha County, West Virginia USA

2M Casey, Louis Sheridan

Birth 1894-01-22 Winifrede, Cabin Creek District,
Kanawha County, West Virginia, USA
Death 1970-02-13 Charleston, Kanawha County, West

Virginia, USA

3M Casey, James Philip

Birth 1897-03-04

Peytona, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA
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Death

1976-10-28

Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA

Spouse

Aultz, Gertrude

Marriage

1936-01-27

St. Anthony’s Church, Charleston, West
Virginia, USA

aMm Casey, Peter Joseph
Birth 1899-03-07 Peytona, Boone County, West Virginia,
USA
Death 1985-04-08 Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
Spouse Leftwich, Thelma Barbara
Marriage 1928-11-17 Sacred Heart Church, Charleston,
Kanawha County, West Virginia USA
5F Casey, Marie
Birth 1902-10-27 Hernshaw, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
Death 1996-04-23 Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
6M Casey, George Nicholas Sr.
Birth 1907-02-09 Hernshaw, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
Death 1991-01-20 Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, USA
Spouse Burati, Alia Marcella
Marriage 1951-08-11 Sacred Heart Church, Charleston,

Kanawha County, West Virginia USA
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Emma Mary Sheridan and Augustine McShane

Husband: McShane, Augustine Timothy

Birth 1865-03-06 Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1938-06-01 Dulwich Hill, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Father McShane, James

Mother O’Brien, Hannah

Marriage:
Marriage 1889-12-28 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia

Wife: Sheridan, Emma Mary

Birth 1866-03-06 Campbelltown, New South Wales,
Australia
Death 1943-06-26 Dulwich Hill, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Father Sheridan, Philip
Mother Wastell, Emma
Children

1M McShane, George Andrew

Birth 1890-11-03 Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1933 Cootamundra, New South Wales,
Australia

2F McShane, Aileen Mary

Birth 1892-11-26 Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1981-12-15 Dulwich Hill, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

3F McShane, Ethel Mildrid

Birth 1893 Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1991-06-01 Newport, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

4aM McShane, Reginald Philip

Birth 1896 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia
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Death

1969-03-10

Coogee, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

5M McShane, Gerald A.
Birth 1897 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1898 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia
6F McShane, Gertrude Mary
Birth 1901-01-16 Petersham, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1990-07-25 Casino, New South wales, Australia
7F McShane, Winifred Mary
Birth 1904-03-28 Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Death 1998-08-21 Strathfield, New South Wales, Australia
8M McShane, John Bernard

Birth 1907-12-14 Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Death 1998-05-19 Merrylands, New South Wales, Australia
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Percival Joseph Sheridan and Evelyn Irene Lane

Husband: Sheridan, Percival Joseph

Birth 1876-05-07 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia
Death 1926-07-23 Queensland, Australia
Father Sheridan, Philip
Mother Wastell, Emma
Marriage:
Marriage 1900-10-02 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,

Australia

Wife: Lane, Evelyn Irene

Birth 1874-01-16 St. Leonards, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1943-08-10 Longueville, New South Wales, Australia

Father Lane, John

Mother Frederick, Margaret

Children

1F Sheridan, Marjorie Evelyn

Birth 1902-01-12 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1982-11-15 Forestville, New South Wales, Australia

Spouse Pownall, Leslie

Marriage 1929-12-21 Neutral Bay, New South Wales, Australia

2M Sheridan, George Percival

Birth 1903-04-15 Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Death 1976-10-14 Gordon, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia

Spouse Tait, Elizabeth Laing

Marriage 1932-09-15 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

3M Sheridan, Gordon Frederick William

Birth 1907-07-12 Kiama, New South Wales, Australia
Death 1988-09-30 Willoughby, New South Wales, Australia
Spouse Richards, Mary Edith Maud
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Marriage 1935-08-24 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
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Bridget Gerety and Michael Bracken

Husband: Bracken, Michael

Birth

Death estimated before 1853-05-28 County Longford, Ireland
Father

Mother

Marriage:

Marriage estimated about 1828 Ireland

Wife: Gerety, Bridget

Birth 1800-12 Ireland
Death 1866-03-01 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Father Gerety, Andrew
Mother Masterson, Marcella
Children

1F Bracken, Mary

Birth 1829-02 County Meath, Ireland

Death 1910-01-16 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa

Spouse Sullivan, Thomas

Marriage 1854-02-12 Quincy, Norfolk County, Massachusetts,
USA

2F Bracken, Bridget

Birth about 1832 Ireland

Death 1922-05-02 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Dowling, Michael

Marriage 1858-07-15 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

3F Bracken, Ann

Birth 1836-06 Ireland

Death 1884-12-18 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

4F Bracken, Margaret
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Birth 1838-03-17 Ireland

Death 1904-03-01 Hubbard, Dakota County, Nebraska,
USA

Spouse Cain, Michael

Marriage 1860-06-17 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

5M Bracken, Edward
Birth 1840-01-01 County Longford, Ireland
Death 1881-10-19 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Spouse Quinn, Margaret Elizabeth
Marriage 1863-10-04 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
6F Bracken, Catherine
Birth about 1844 Ireland
Death
Spouse McMahon, Peter
Marriage 1870-11-13 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
™ Bracken, Andrew

Birth 1845-08-02 Ireland

Death 1894-12-12 Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,
USA

Spouse Gill, Mary

Marriage 1893-07 Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,
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Mary Bracken and Thomas Sullivan

Husband: Sullivan, Thomas
Birth 1831-12-25 Cam, County Longford, Ireland
Death 1904-11-17 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Father Sullivan, Thomas
Mother , Ellen
Marriage:
Marriage 1854-02-12 Quincy, Norfolk County, Massachusetts,

USA

Wife: Bracken, Mary

Birth 1829-02 County Meath, Ireland
Death 1910-01-16 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa
Father Bracken, Michael
Mother Gerety, Bridget
Children
1M Sullivan, John
Birth 1854-11-05 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1855-09-22 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
2F Sullivan, Honora (possible daughter)
Birth 1856-04-28 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1857-08-10 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
3M Sullivan, Thomas
Birth 1857-09-27 or 1858-07-07 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1927-03-22 Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
aM Sullivan, Peter
Birth 1859-10-12 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1864-07-25 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
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5F Sullivan, Catherine
Birth 1861-07-24 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1934-04-26 Sioux City, Woodbury County, lowa
6M Sullivan, Edward (possible son)
Birth 1863-10-16 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1864-08-18 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
7F Sullivan, Annie
Birth 1865-11-02 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1866-05-10 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
8F Sullivan, Mary Ann
Birth about 1870 Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Death
Spouse McEwen
9F Sullivan, Margaret

Birth

about 1872

Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

Death

1881-12-21

Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
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Bridget Bracken and Michael Dowling

Husband: Dowling, Michael

Birth about 1832 Ireland
Death 1906-01-26 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father Dowling, Patrick
Mother Lynane, Elizabeth
Marriage:
Marriage 1858-07-15 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Wife: Bracken, Bridget
Birth about 1832 County Longford, Ireland
Death 1922-05-02 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Father Bracken, Michael
Mother Gerety, Bridget
Children
1M Dowling, John
Birth 1859-06-26 Abington, Plymouth County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
2F Dowling, Mary Ann
Birth 1861-05-05 Abington, Plymouth County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1935-01-07 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Spouse Reynolds, James
3F Dowling, Elizabeth
Birth about 1863 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1953-05-29 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Spouse Doyle, Luke
4F Dowling, Margaret



Birth 1864-09 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1868-04-23 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
5M Dowling, Daniel Francis
Birth 1867-11 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1901-02-19 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
6M Dowling, Joseph
Birth about 1870 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death
™ Dowling, Edward Charles
Birth 1870-11-29 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA
Death 1908-12-01 Manhattan, New York County, New
York, USA
8M Dowling, William Henry

Birth 1872-07-28 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Death 1947-12-10 Brooklyn, Kings County, New York,
USA

Spouse Johnson, Augusta Florence
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Margaret Bracken and Michael Cain

Husband: Cain, Michael

Birth 1830-09-01 Camlisk, County Longford, Ireland
Death 1902-03-28 Hubbard, Dakota County, Nebraska,
USA
Father Cain, Farrell
Mother Kiernan, Margaret
Marriage:
Marriage 1860-06-17 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

Wife: Bracken, Margaret

Birth 1838-03-17 Ireland
Death 1904-03-01 Hubbard, Dakota County, Nebraska,
USA
Father Bracken, Michael
Mother Gerety, Bridget
Children
1M Cain, Farrell
Birth 1861-03-11 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1862-02-06 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
2M Cain, Farrell
Birth 1862-09-02 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
3F Cain, Annie
Birth 1863-10-28 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
aM Cain, Michael
Birth 1865-04-10 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
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5M

Cain, Henry

Birth

Death

1866-12-02

Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

6F

Cain, Margaret
Birth
Death

1870-04

Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

Spouse

Duggan, Thomas

Marriage

1906-04-25

Merrill, Plymouth County, lowa, USA

™

8M

9F

Cain, John

Birth

1871-06

Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

Death

Cain, Edward
Birth

Death

Cain, Annie

about 1874

Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

Birth

1877-08

Dakota County, Nebraska, USA

Death
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Edward Bracken and Margaret Elizabeth Quinn

Husband: Bracken, Edward

Birth 1840-01-01 County Longford, Ireland
Death 1881-10-19 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Father Bracken, Michael
Mother Gerety, Bridget
Marriage:
Marriage 1863-10-04 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

Wife: Quinn, Margaret Elizabeth

Birth 1844-12-12 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1927 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Father Quinn, Edward
Mother Bohan, Catherine
Children

1F Bracken, Mary

Birth 1865-09-11 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1869-01-10 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

2F Bracken, Ann

Birth 1867-10-31 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1869-01-02 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

3F Bracken, Mary E.

Birth 1869-03-20 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death

4F Bracken, Margaret

Birth 1870-11-23 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
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Death

Spouse Gilligan, Francis S.
Marriage 1896-07-01 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
5F Bracken, Sarah F.
Birth 1872-11-14 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
6F Bracken, Anna L.
Birth 1874-07-13 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
Spouse Lonergan, Edward James
Marriage 1910-04-19 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
TF Bracken, Eileen G.
Birth 1876-02-19 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
Spouse Lyons, Daniel P.
Marriage 1908-09-30 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
8M Bracken, Michael Edward
Birth 1878-03-01 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death
9F Bracken, Elizabeth

Birth 1879-11-28 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death

Spouse Kelley, Joseph Michael

Marriage 1909-07-07 Randolph, Norfolk County,

333

Massachusetts, USA



Catherine Bracken and Peter McMahon

Husband: McMahon, Peter

Birth 1839-02-25 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death 1893-02-08 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Father McMahon, Patrick

Mother Dunn, Mary

Marriage 2:
Marriage 1870-11-13 Randolph, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

Wife: Bracken, Catherine

Birth about 1844 Ireland
Death

Father Bracken, Michael

Mother Gerety, Bridget

Children

1F McMahon, Alice L.

Birth 1873-10-10

Death 1875-01-28

2F McMahon, Emma

Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Birth 1874-12-31

Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death
3M McMahon, Charles Leo

Birth 1877-01-05 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death

Spouse Hickey, Elizabeth Ann

Marriage 1914-10-19 Holbrook, Norfolk County,

Massachusetts, USA

4F McMahon, Mary F.
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Birth 1879-10-13 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1879-10-20 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
5M McMahon, Arthur A.
Birth 1881-08-26 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1884-11-09 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
6F McMahon, Catherine
Birth 1884-08-10 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
Death 1884-11-10 Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA
™ McMahon, Francis H.

Birth

1886-01-29

Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts, USA

Death
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Thomas Sullivan and Ellen Unknown

Husband: Sullivan, Thomas

Birth
Death
Father
Mother

Marriage:

Marriage

Wife: , Ellen

Birth

about 1810

Ireland

Death

Father
Mother

Children

1M Sullivan, Thomas

Birth 1831-12-25 Cam, County Longford, Ireland
Death 1904-11-17 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Spouse Bracken, Mary
Marriage 1854-02-12 Quincy, Norfolk County, Massachusetts,
USA
2F Sullivan, Catherine
Birth 1833-06 Ireland
Death 1910-01-13 Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska, USA
Spouse Reilly, Patrick
Marriage 1853-05-15 Quincy, Norfolk County, Massachusetts,
USA
3M Sullivan, Peter
Birth 1835-10-01 Edgeworthstown, County Longford,
Ireland
Death
4F Sullivan, Ann
Birth about 1840 Ireland
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